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1.1 Purpose of this document  

1.1.1 This document the Consultation Report Appendices contains information relevant 
to the Consultation Report [EN010157/APP/5.1]. The Consultation Report has 
been prepared by RWE (as the Applicant) to accompany an application for a 
Development Consent Order for Peartree Hill Solar Farm (the Proposed 
Development). 

1.1.1. The report is submitted in accordance with section 37(3)(c) of the Planning Act 
2008 (PA 2008), which requires that any application for an order granting 
development consent must be accompanied by a consultation report. 

1.1.2. This document contains information which evidences or supports the information 
provided in the Consultation Report [EN010157/APP/5.1].  

1.2 Structure of this document  

1.2.1. The Appendices are as far as possible the order that are referenced within that 
report. 

1.2.2 A list is provided below in Table 1-1 of the documents within Appendix C.  

Table 1-1 List of documents in Appendix C  

Appendix No. Appendix Title 

Appendix C-1.1 Email sharing consultation strategy with 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council   

Appendix C-1.2 Draft Consultation Strategy 

Appendix C-2.1 Email sharing early draft SoCC with East 
Riding of Yorkshire Council 

Appendix C-2.2 Email sharing early draft SoCC with Hull 
City Council   

Appendix C-2.3 Draft SoCC  

Appendix C-3.1 Email sharing SoCC for consultation with 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council  

Appendix C-3.2 Email sharing SoCC for consultation with 
Hull City Council  

Appendix C-3.3 Copy of the draft SoCC provided to local 
authorities for consultation  
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Appendix C-3.4 Chaser email asking for comments on 
SoCC to Hull City Council   

Appendix C-4.1 Email with comments on draft SoCC 
from East Riding of Yorkshire Council   

Appendix C-4.2 Marked up SoCC from East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council   

Appendix C-5.1 Email to East Riding of Yorkshire with 
updated SoCC 

Appendix C-5.2 Email to Hull City Council with updated 
SoCC   

Appendix C-5.3 Updated SoCC  

Appendix C-6.1 Email to East Riding of Yorkshire 
Council with updated consultation dates 
and final SoCC   

Appendix C-6.2 Email to Hull City Council with updated 
consultation dates and final SoCC  

Appendix C-7 Final SoCC   

Appendix C-8.1 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice 

Appendix C-8.2 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice 
Guardian   

Appendix C-8.3 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Hull 
Daily Mail   

Appendix C-8.4 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice 
Yorkshire Post 

Appendix C-8.5 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice 
London Gazette   

Appendix C-9 Website screenshot showing SoCC can 
be downloaded 
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Appendix C-1 Consultation Strategy 
shared with local authorities  

Appendix C-1.1 Email sharing consultation strategy with 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council  



RE: New NSIP Briefing 

Laura Tinker 

Fri 2023-08-25 15:09 

@ 2 attachments (13 M8) 

Peartree Hill Solar Non-statutory consultation - Communications and Engagement Strategy DRAFT.docx; LPA Meeting Peartree Hill .pptx; 

Good afternoon Joanne, Stephen and Anna, 

Thank you for your time on Wednesday. It was great to meet you and get the opportunity to introduce Peartree Hill 
Solar Farm (the Project). Please find below the main actions and points of note from the call as I understood them, 
let me know if there are any that I have missed: 

• Joanne Marshall will be the main point of contact for East Riding of Yorkshire (ERV) Council 
• Peartree Hill Solar will share our 'Non-statutory consultation - Communications and Engagement Strategy 

draft' with the ERV (see attached) 
• ERV requested that the Project give planning officers a heads up before contacting Members and Parish 

Councillor's. I can confirm that the Project will do this ahead of any Member or Councillor engagement. 
• ERV and Project agreed that they would share their PPA templates with each other and will meet again in the 

coming weeks to further discuss PPAs and the preferred template. The Project aim to share their PPA 
template with ERV next week. 

• ERV requested that the Project provide a formal introduction email so that the ERV can set up a pre-app. 
Would this email serve that purpose? I attached the slides from Wednesdays call for your information which 
set out the proposed project timelines etc. It was confirmed on our call that all information provided will 
remain confidential until Project launch. 

• Thanks for ERYs advice regarding contacting members. Based on this feedback, the Project will delay member 
outreach until Monday 4th September, when we will inform and offer briefings to East Riding Leadership, 
relevant ward members and relevant Parish councils. We would then expect briefings to take place in that 5 
week period ahead of a 9th October non-statutory consultation launch. 

Additionally, at the end of the call I noted that we had requests for officer details and further information from ERV. 
Could the following please be provided: 

• Officer name and contact details (landscape, ecology, heritage etc) so that we can start engaging them 
regarding scoping 

• Contact details for the relevant EHOs 
• Availability for a follow up meeting to discuss PPAs, and then for regular meetings going forward. 

Kind regards, 

Laura Tinker 

BA, MPlan, MRTPI 
Associate 

dwdll11.com 

Chartered Surveyors & Town Planners 

6 New Bridge Street, London, EC4V 6AB 

DWD is the trading name of Dalton Warner Davis LLP, a Limited Liability Partnership. Registered in England No. OC304838. Registered Office: 6 New Bridge Street, London 

EC4V GAB. This e-mail (and any attachments) may be confidential and privileged and exempt from disclosure under law. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify 

the sender immediately and delete the email. Any unauthorised disdosure, copying or dissemination is strictly prohibited. 
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1. Introduction  
1.1 Purpose of the document  
JBM Solar is preparing a Development Consent Order (DCO) application for a new 320+MW solar energy, storage proposals and 
associated cable routes on land located 3km east of Beverley, within the authority area of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. 
 
This document is a communications and engagement strategy which sets out the approach for engaging and consulting with the 
affected communities, elected members and statutory stakeholders in relation to JBM’s proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. The 
document outlines the organisations who should be engaged, the methods through which we can engage and the proposed 
timeline.  
 
This document focuses on the informal engagement, non-statutory and statutory consultation periods. The document will be 
updated after non-statutory consultation to capture learning from the initial consultation and again when the application is submitted 
to the Planning Inspectorate to reflect the acceptance and examination stage.  
 

1.2 Roles and responsibilities  
Many of the project team will engage with stakeholders. It is important a consistent approach to messaging is provided across the 
specialists to avoid conflict and protect JBM Solar’s reputation. A ways-of-working document is [in development] outlining how all 
engagement will be captured throughout the project. The below outlines the different stakeholder groups and the teams who will 
lead their engagement:  

• Planning Inspectorate: JBM Solar/ DWD 
• Local authority  

o Officers (led by DWD) 
o technical specialists (led by RSK) 
o elected members (led by Cavendish) 

• Environmental bodies (led by RSK) 
• Land interest (led by Ardent): Whilst some of those with an interest in land will also be part of the local community, a 

separate land engagement plan will be produced to meet the specific requirements and needs of those with land interests. 
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1.3. Aims and Objectives 
Our objectives are: 

• Deliver engaging and inclusive communications and consultations which encourages involvement in the development 
process. 

• Build trust with key stakeholders, securing buy-in and generating advocacy for the project. 
• Communicate effectively the benefits of the projects and impacts.  
• Build positive the best possible relationship with the communities, including landowners, impacted by the project.   
• Build and protect JBM Solar's reputation as a developer of solar in the UK. 

 
How will we get there: 

• Meeting all the regulatory requirements outlined by legislation and best proactive.  
• Involving stakeholders early on through the non-statutory consultation and meetings which will facilitate collaborative 

decision-making and helps shape the project's design and build trust and open communication between the project team, 
community and stakeholders. 

• Responding quickly (within 5 working days) to enquiries and demonstrating a genuine commitment to listening, incorporating 
feedback, and addressing concerns. 

• Engaging widely within the community to identify potential advocates, by clearly communicating the project's objectives and 
how it aligns with the UK’s broader energy and sustainability goals.  

• Multiple methods of communication and engagement to gather feedback, opinions, concerns, and suggestions from 
residents, businesses, and other interested parties. In between the periods of consultation, we will continue to engage with 
stakeholders and capture their feedback to feed into the design.  
  

1.4. Key messages and FAQ 
A separate key messages and FAQ document is [in development]. This will be a live document regularly updated as the project 
progresses. It will be the project story and used to answer stakeholders’ questions and to develop consultation documents.  
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2. Approach  
2.1 Engagement phases 
As has become the standard for NSIP proposals we intend to undertake two phases of consultation. The initial consultation period 
will be the first opportunity for us to inform the local community about the proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. 
 
Our initial phase on engagement will focus on introducing the project to key stakeholders, gaining views on our approach to 
consultation and identifying any key concerns and issues. This will be followed by a 4-week non-statutory consultation, including 
public drop-in events, webinars and collaborative workshops for community representatives. During the informal and non-statutory 
consultation, we will introduce the early-stage proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm and initiate a constructive dialogue with the 
community.  
 
The community feedback received will be instrumental in refining and enhancing the proposals as we progress towards presenting 
comprehensive and detailed proposals at a 6-week statutory consultation in April 2024. Throughout this time, we will maintain 
regular engagement with key stakeholders. This approach will ensure that the community and stakeholders remain closely involved 
in the development process, fostering transparency and trust between JBM Solar and the communities around Peartree Hill Solar 
Farm.  
 
July-Sep 2023 18 Sep – 20 October 

2023 
October to Feb 
2023 

8 April – 22 May  June-Sep 2024  September 2024  

Project launch   Non-statutory 
Consultation 

Pre-stat 
consultation and 
SoCC   

Statutory 
Consultation (S42, 
S44, S47, S48)  

Pre-submission 
engagement  

Application 
Submission  

Objective/Summary 

Introduce the project 
to key stakeholders, 
gain views on our 
approach to 

Give the community 
and stakeholders a 
chance to give 

Feedback to key 
stakeholders on 
outcome of 
consultation.  

To undertake formal 
consultation in line with 
the SoCC, alongside 
statutory consultation 

Avoid 
communication 
vacuum as project 
develops 

Communicating 
next steps to 
stakeholders.  
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consultation and to 
identify any key 
concerns and 
issues. 

feedback on the early-
stage proposals  

 
Refine approach to 
consultation based 
on learnings from 
non-statutory 
consultation. 
Develop SoCC and 
consult relevant local 
authorities.   

with S42 consultees. 
This will include 
consulting with all S47 
and S48 consultees.  

submission 
documents. 
Maintain contact 
with key 
stakeholders and 
prepare community 
and stakeholders for 
next phase of DCO 
process.  

Activities 
Meetings and 
discussions with key 
stakeholders to 
introduce the 
proposals and start 
to build relationships 
with the local 
political 
stakeholders. 
 
Launch of a project 
holding website 
where stakeholders 
can register to be 
kept informed . 
 
Meeting nearby 
RWE and National 
Grid projects and 
solar projects in the 
area to understand 

Non-statutory 
consultation, activity 
including: 

• Consultation 
material  

• Newsletter 
• 3 Public 

exhibitions/drop-
in sessions  

• Online 
updates/’virtual 
exhibition 

• Feedback 
mechanisms 
(online and 
offline)  

• Webinars  
• Collaborative 

workshops  
• Press release  

Press release and 
email to respondents 
thanking involvement 
in consultation.  
 
Feedback meetings 
with key 
stakeholders on 
outcomes of 
consultation  
 
Meetings and 
discussions with 
relevant local 
authorities to present 
the draft 
SoCC. Followed by 
statutory SoCC 
consultation.  
 
Stakeholder briefings 
to explain the 

S48 media advertising 
for at least two 
successive weeks in at 
least one locally 
circulating newspaper, 
at least once in a 
nationally circulating 
newspaper, and once in 
the London Gazette 
and the Guardian. 
 
S47 media advertising 
(SoCC advert) in local 
newspapers such as 
the Beverly and 
Holderness Gazette.   
 
Public notification of the 
published SoCC 
through:  
Newsletters  
Media relations  

Reporting back on 
consultation 
outcomes, next 
steps to the local 
community and 
interested parties 
through:  
Community emails  
Stakeholder 
briefings  
Media Relations   

Report to be 
published online 
and made available 
to stakeholders and 
community via PINs 
website.  
 
Reporting back on, 
next steps to the 
local community 
and interested 
parties through:  
Community emails  
Stakeholder 
briefings  
Media Relations   
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lessons learnt from 
their consultations.  

content of the SoCC 
and formal 
consultation 
programme.  

Provision of hard 
copies of the SoCC and 
consultation documents 
at key community 
access points 
 
Statutory consultation, 
activity including: 
Consultation material  
Letter drop  
3 Public 
exhibitions/drop-in 
sessions  
Online updates/’virtual 
exhibition 
Feedback mechanisms 
(online and offline)  
Webinars  
Collaborative 
workshops  
Press release 
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4. Informal Engagement and Non-Statutory Consultation  
The informal engagement period for Peartree Hill Solar Farm will begin in July 2023 and will run into the autumn. This period will 
include informal engagement with political stakeholders and a 4-week non-statutory consultation period running from 18 September 
to 20 October 2023. 
 
4.2 What we are engaging on 
The aim of the initial phase of engagement and consultation is to introduce our emerging proposals to the local community and 
local political stakeholders, set out the need for the project and receive feedback from the community to help to identify and 
understand any potential local impacts.  
 
During the informal engagement with key stakeholders we will look to get feedback on: 

• Our consultation approach  
• Local issues which may impact the proposals  
• Local community initiatives or schemes that could be supported through our package of community benefits 

 
During the non-statutory consultation, we will be seeking feedback on the early-stage proposals for the Peartree Hill Solar Farm, 
which will include feedback on: 

• Proposed site areas where the panels and associated infrastructure could be placed 
• Potential local impacts as a result of Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
• Local community initiatives or schemes that could be supported through our package of community benefits  
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4.3 Who we are engaging   
4.3.1 Informal Engagement  
Ahead of the non-statutory consultation phase, JBM Solar intends to undertake some informal engagement with local key 
stakeholders. This will provide a high-profile platform for JBM to set the tone of debate regarding the Project and begin to establish 
a relationship with the key political players in the East Riding of Yorkshire. 
 
To kick off our initial engagement priority stakeholders will be invited to a project briefing, either virtually or in person. These 
briefings will introduce the proposals to these key stakeholders and take their feedback ahead of the program of wider public 
consultation proposed for the autumn.  
 
As part of the initial outreach will be reaching out to the following stakeholders: 
 
Phase 1 (end of July) 

• Alan Menzies, Executive Director of Planning and Economic Regeneration at East Riding of Yorkshire Council  
• Cllr Anne Handley, Leader of the Council, Cllr Gary McMaster, Portfolio Holder for Housing and Infrastructure and Cllr 

Leo Hammond, Portfolio Holder for Planning, Police and Communities, East Riding of Yorkshire Council  
• Host and Neighbouring MPs: Graham Stuart MP for Beverly and Holderness, David Davis MP for Haltemprice and 

Howden, and Sir Gregory Knight MP for East Yorkshire. 
 
Phase 2 (August/September) 

• East Riding of Yorkshire Council Ward Members;  
Mid-Holderness;  
Councillor John Holtby, Councillor Amanda Talbot, Councillor Samantha Whyte 
Beverly Rural; 
Councillor Paul Smith, Councillor Sue Steel, Councillor Jeremy Wilcock 
East Wolds and Coastal 
Councillor Charlie Dewhirst, Councillor Denise Howard, Councillor Jonathan Owen 



 

11 | P a g e  
Peartree Hill Solar Farm – Communications and Engagement Strategy  

• Relevant Parish Councils; Riston Parish Council, Tickton and Routh Parish Council, Wawne Parish Council, Leven Parish 
Council, (depending on cable routes other parish councils may be engaged at this early stage eg Catwick Parish Council, 
Woodmansey Parish Council, Swine Parish Council, Brandesburton Parish Council) 

 
Priority stakeholders will be sent initial project information in the form of a letter, this letter will include the offer of a meeting and 
details of how to contact the project team, the letter will also point stakeholders towards our holding website, which will feature 
basic project information and the ability to register to be kept informed. The letter will be sent between July and September 
depending on the phase for the stakeholders. In the meetings we would seek to:  

• Present our initial plans  
• Inform how we would seek to engage them and other key stakeholders  
• Outline the requirements of the Planning Act, process and roles and responsibilities 
• Gain any insight from stakeholders on our communications approach 

 
4.3.2 Other projects in the area 
There are other projects which will interface with the Peartree Hill application, namely the Dogger Bank South Offshore Wind 
Farms, National Grid Creyke Beck substation extension and National Grid North Humber to High Marnham overhead line upgrade. 
All have consultations planned in summer 2023. Dogger Bank’s statutory consultation runs Tuesday 6 June to Monday 17 July 
2023, National Grid’s Creyke Beck extension and new substation public consultation will run between Thursday 29 
June and Thursday 27 July and the North Humber to High Marnham consultation runs from 1 June 2023 to 27 July 2023. 
 
We will liaise with the communications teams of both projects and aim to hold a meeting in August 2023 with them to gain any 
insight and lessons learnt to feed into our consultation approach. We will look to continue to engage throughout the project and 
share messaging/FAQs and stakeholder feedback, where appropriate.  
 
There are also a number of other solar projects in construction or having submitted a planning application. We will liaise with these 
teams to understand their proposals and messaging.  
 
4.3.3 Primary consultation zone 

https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/creyke-beck-substation-extension
https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/north-humber-to-high-marnham
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Our non-statutory consultation period will be open to anyone who may be interested in our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. 
We welcome all views, and all feedback received will be considered and used to develop our proposals further. Thorough 
stakeholder mapping has taken place to identify key stakeholders, prescribed parties (not including land interest), political 
representatives and community groups.  
 
We have identified a primary consultation zone extending a distance of approximately 2km around the site and on-site substation. 
The PCZ will need to be amended to incorporate the final cable routes.   
 
The PCZ has been amended in certain areas to consider: 
 

• Zone of visibility for the Proposed Development, which assesses areas in the vicinity of the Red Line Boundary which 
could experience a degree of visual impact 

• Existing physical boundaries, such as main roads 
• Capturing entire communities, rather than excluding small numbers of properties 

 
The primary consultation zone is shown in the figure below (circa 6800 properties) 



 

13 | P a g e  
Peartree Hill Solar Farm – Communications and Engagement Strategy  

 
 
4.3.3 consultation with Seldom Heard Groups  
Our consultation has been developed to be accessible to all groups in the community, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom 
heard’ groups and individuals who may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation techniques. 
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We understand that certain individuals or groups may face challenges in participating or responding to traditional consultation 
methods. In the East Riding, for instance, the area has a higher average age compared to the rest of the UK, indicating the 
potential presence of stakeholders who may require additional support to access consultation materials. We will work to ensure our 
material is accessible and easy to read, including visuals such as maps.   
 
The seldom-heard groups we have identified that may have an interest in the Peartree Hill project are: 

• Age UK Hull 
• Hull and East Yorkshire Centre for the Deaf 
• Hull and East Riding National Autistic Society 
• The WI East Yorkshire 
• East Riding Young Farmers Club  
• Sight Support Hull & East Yorkshire 

 
We would reach out to these organisation during the consultations to help promote to the consultation via their owned channels. 
We will also work with East Riding of Yorkshire Council to identify any other groups to engage with as part of the project. The 
specific methods to be used to engage with these seldom-heard groups are outlined in section 5.2. 
 

5. How we will consult  
During the non-statutory and statutory consultations, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, meaningful and open 
consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of communication to ensure that our consultation can be 
accessed by all members of the community.  
 

Consultation Methods 
Method Detail 

Statutory parties  Covering letter, consultation newsletter, feedback form and Freepost envelope.  
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Inside the primary consultation 
zone  

 
All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page consultation newsletter with high-level 
details about the project and contact details. 
 
We will be looking to hold 3 in-person events at locations spread across the PCZ. These events will be 
advertised in the consultation newsletter, and in local media via the issue of a press release. These 
events will run for periods of 4 hours between 10 am and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends 
to accommodate different availability. Venues include: 
 

• Tickton Village Hall 
• Woodmansey Village Hall 
• Wawne Village Hall  

 
Depending on the cable route development additional events could be held in:  

• Skirlaugh Village Hall 
• Brandesburton Parish Hall 
• Catwick Village Hall 

 

Webinars  

 
Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One webinar will be held at the start of 
the consultation and one towards the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those 
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be held in the evening.  
 
Individuals will be able to register for these events via the website or by emailing 
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk  
 
And a recording will be made available online of the presentation section of the webinar for those 
unavailable to attend.  
 

Collaborative workshops  
We would suggest holding two collaborative workshops during the consultation: 

• Technical workshop (officers) 

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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• Resident representations made up of ward members, parish councils and any key community 
representatives. The sessions will focus on key issues eg community fund, rights of way.  

Each session will be 3 hours long. The feedback from the sessions will be captured and reported in the 
consultation report.   

Project Information Line and 
email  

Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of the communications team on the 
project information line (to be local number), email or write in. The communications team will either use 
the FAQs to respond to enquiries or work with the project team to respond within 5 working days.   

Project website 

A dedicated project website 
www.peartreehillsolarfarm.co.uk will be live to find out more information and during consultation, hold 
an online response form. All consultation documents will be presented on the website and available for 
download, free of charge from the document library. Information will be consistent with materials 
available at the consultation events. 

Deposit points 

Consultation leaflets and newsletters will be placed at Beverley and Leven libraries and in the village 
halls in Tickton, Woodmansey, Wawne, Skirlaugh, Brandesburton and Catwick, if agreeable with the 
parish councils.  
 

Parish Briefings and 
Workshops  

Prior to the consultation, we will undertake meetings with key stakeholders. We will offer to attend 
parish council sessions during the consultation to provide tailored information and updates to parish 
councils and their respective communities. These presentations will offer an opportunity to address any 
specific concerns or questions that the parishes may have, as well as to gather feedback and insights 
from their local perspective. 
 
We will meet with other organisations on request. These may include:  
 

• Community groups or residents’ associations with a close geographical relationship to the 
project 

 
• Interest groups with a close relationship to the project 

 
Consultation Materials 

http://www.peartreehillsolarfarm.co.uk/
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Material Detail 
Consultation newsletter A 4-page newsletter outlining the high-level overview of the project, consultation dates and events and 

signpost to the website  

Consultation Leaflet 

 
A 16-page consultation leaflet will be published at the start of the consultation. These leaflets will 
publicise the consultation and give an overview of the proposals.  
 
This leaflet will also be available to download from the document library on the project website at: 
www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

Feedback Form 

 
A project feedback form will be prepared to allow people to provide feedback on the proposals. This 
form will ask people to provide their feedback on the early-stage proposals. 
 
The form will also be available to complete as an online form via the project website, which will be 
accessible throughout the consultation period. The feedback form can be downloaded, filled in and 
returned by post to the Freepost address.  

Materials in alternative formats  

Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible formats, such as braille, 
speaking text and alternative languages. All requests should be made to the communications team by 
email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 0800 298 7040 

 
 
 
 

5.1 Publicising the consultation  
 

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the proposed Peartree Hill Solar Farm and to advertise the consultation. 
These methods out outlined in the table below. 
 

Method Detail 

Consultation newsletter 
Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and businesses in the PCZ at the 
start of the consultation period.  

Poster  
A poster publicising the consultation will be posted to key local village halls, shops and 
libraries. All organisations will be contacted by phone to ask for them to display the 
posters.  

Press Releases   

 
To promote awareness of the proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm, within and beyond 
the PCZ, we will send a press release at the start of the consultation. This will be sent to 
the following local and regional media outlets: 
 

• Beverly and Holderness Gazette  
• Hull Live / Hull Daily Mail 
• Yorkshire Live 
• The Yorkshire Post 

 

Email notifications  We will collect email information from the website (in a GDPR compliant manner). We will 
use emails to notify of the consultation.  

Emails and letters  

 
We will issue communications to key stakeholders, including local political 
representatives,  Councillors, MPs and Parish Council clerks representing wards, 
constituencies, and parishes and invite them to help promote the consultation through 
their own communications channels. 
 

Social Media Our insight suggested Facebook will be the most appropriate and impactful social media 
channel to use. This page will be updated at key project milestones to inform stakeholders 
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of the projects progress and point them towards the project website and primary 
communications channels. 
 
Feedback will not be formally counted as a consultation response but will be monitored.  
We will make it clear via the page how the account will be managed. 
 
Whilst we may not look to join closed local groups, we would engage with key residents 
group accounts to ensure they have information.  

Advertising  

We do not think paid advertising for the non-statutory consultation is necessary, but we 
will monitor the impact of communications channels through the consultation.   
For statutory consultation we will undertake as per the requirements of the Planning Act, 
including advertising locally.  

 

5.2 Engaging with Seldom Heard Groups 
 

As outlined in section 5.4 we are committed to ensuring our consultation is accessible and inclusive to all stakeholders and properly 
includes all groups and individuals that may find it harder to get involved in the consultation and/or need additional support to 
access materials. 
 

Seldom Heard Groups Consultation Response 

Older people  

 
Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details 
of how to request and/or access paper copies of any other project documents. A freepost address 
will be used so feedback can be easily provided by post. 
 
Consultation events at several locations, with members of the team available to assist with 
completing feedback responses. 

Disabled people and those 
with learning disabilities  

 
Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats and providing alternate 
formats such as braille and large print (upon request). 
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Providing the freephone number for stakeholders with questions or those who would like to discuss 
the proposed development further with the project team. 
 
Face-to-face events at six locations within the PCZ, with members of the team available to assist 
with completing feedback responses. 
 
Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities and the layout of the consultation room 
provide space for those with wheelchairs to move around.  

Geographically isolated 
communities  

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details 
of how to request and/or access paper copies of any other project documents. A freepost address 
will be used so feedback can be easily provided by post. 
 
Webinars for people to join and find out about the project.  

Young People 
Online engagement methods to encourage young people to complete feedback forms and engage 
with the consultation. 

 
 

5.3 Information Channels  
The following communications channels will be available from the start of the informal engagement phase until submission. These 
channels will be there for stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, request further information or request 
printed copies of consultation materials and documents. These channels are set out below: 
 
Method Contact Details Hours of operation  
Website  www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7  

Telephone 01482 695 004 9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take messages 
outside these hours) 

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–5:30pm weekdays 
and responded to within 10 working days) 

Post Freepost PEARTREE HILL 
SOLAR FARM 

24 hour (mailbox will be monitored 
between 9am-5:30pm on weekdays) 

 
 
5.4 Management of opposition groups   
The size of the project and lessons learnt from other solar projects in the area suggests opposition groups may become established 
early in the project. We would expect these groups to form from local residents and may look to involve local media and politicians. 
We will always treat these groups with respect and aim to work with them to understand their concerns and explain impacts and 
mitigations.  
 
Our approach will include:  

• Agree to meet any coordinated opposition group every 3-6 months during the DCO application process  
• Invite opposition groups to collaborative workshops  
• Any key politicians who support opposition groups to be offered project briefings  
• Maintain reactive lines to take for media enquiries  

 
We would conduct a risk assessment for the consultation events and may consider security. We would never look to block access 
to consultation events to opposition groups but may require security to help manage such attendance, ensuring staff and the public 
remain safe at all times.   
 

6. Development of the SoCC 
We want to build a good relationship with the host and neighbouring local authorities from the start of the project. We would look to 
share a condensed version of our communications and engagement strategy with East Riding of Yorkshire Council ahead of the 
non-statutory consultation and seek their feedback.  
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We would then seek to undertake a session with them after the non-statutory consultation to identify their thoughts, any feedback 
from members or suggestions ahead of the formal SoCC development and consultation.  
 
As well as East Riding of Yorkshire Council, we would also share the drafted SoCC with neighbouring councils: 
 
Hull City Council 

North Yorkshire Council 
York Council  
North Lincolnshire Council 
City of Doncaster Council 

 
We would publicise the SoCC in accordance with the Planning Act requirements and advertise the notice in the Hull Daily Mail and 
Beverly and Holderness Gazette.   
  

7. Statutory consultation 
The planned statutory consultation is planned for 8 April – 22 May 2024. At this current stage we would look to deliver the 
consultation following the methods and approach of the non-statutory consultation, with additional notice requirements as per the 
Planning Act. 
 

8. How we will use consultation feedback 
 
When the non-statutory consultation closes, we will consider all feedback and comments received, grouping comments based on 
common issues to aid reporting. We would look to present the key outputs of the consultation and key issues to stakeholders within 
two months of the consultation closing.  
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Once we have reviewed all feedback, we will produce a feedback summary report which will summarise the methods we have used 
to consult the community and stakeholders. It will also list the key themes and topics that came up in our non-statutory consultation 
and how we have responded to them. Included in the report will be some headline statistics about the level of response to the 
consultation and overall support for the scheme. 
 
The feedback summary report will be published on the project website, so it is available for people to view easily.  
 
When the statutory consultation closes, we will consider all feedback and comments received, grouping per issue and stakeholder 
category and we will use this feedback to finalise our proposals before the submission of our DCO application in 2024.  
 
As part of the DCO process we will write and publish a consultation report, that details our consultation process, details how we 
have worked with local planning authorities to adhere to the requirements of the SoCC. The consultation report will also detail the 
feedback and responses to the consultation we received throughout both phases of consultation. We will also detail how we have 
listened to stakeholder and community feedback and how it has influenced our proposals. 
 
If the DCO application is accepted, the consultation report will be made public on the Planning Inspectorate’s website.  
 
Any personal data received as part of the consultations will be stored and protected in accordance with the requirements of the 
General Data Protection Regulation.  
 
Key stakeholders and those who have registered to be kept informed will receive updates via email at key milestones as the project 
progresses. The project website will also provide up to date information about the progress of the project.  
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Appendix C-2 Early draft of SoCC shared 
with local authorities   

Appendix C-2.1 Email sharing early draft SoCC with East 
Riding of Yorkshire Council   
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Appendix C-2.2 Email sharing early draft SoCC with Hull 
City Council  

  



From: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
To:

Subject: Peartree Hill - draft SoCC for review
Date: 22 January 2024 15:27:30
Attachments: Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC DRAFT V3.docx

Peartree Hill Solar Farm Draft SoCC.pdf

Good afternoon Simon,
 
Thank you for your response to the Peartree Hill Solar Farm non-statutory consultation last year.
We are now working towards the statutory consultation, which we are planning in Spring this
year.
 
Whilst the proposals are no longer looking to come into Hull City Council’s area, the non-
statutory plan did and you are also a neighbouring authority. We therefore thought it was good
practice to send you the draft Statement of Community Consultation for review (pdf and word
versions). I am sending this through to you ahead of formal submission for consultation,

expected mid-February. We would appreciate any initial comments on this version before 5th

February so that these could be incorporated into the document before the formal consultation.
Please note that there is some red text in the attached, this shows where items are still being
confirmed. In particular the masterplan which we would include in the appendix, this is still being
refined as part of the ongoing design process.
 
If you would prefer we would be happy to have a meeting to discuss the project and the
approach taken to consultation in the attached. Please send over some dates if this would be of
interest.
 
Kind regards,
 

Peartree Hill Solar Farm , Communications Team

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/proposals/
https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/proposals/
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1. [bookmark: _Toc155772440][bookmark: _Toc156312685]Introduction



1.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772441][bookmark: _Toc156312686]Purpose of the document



1.1.1 RWE (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new solar energy and storage scheme known as Pear Tree Hill Solar Farm (“The Project”).

1.1.2 The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity of The Project about the proposals.  

1.1.3 Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape The Project.

1.1.4 This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application for development consent. It includes:

A description of the consenting process we must follow

What we will be consulting on

Who we will consult

How we will consult 

How people can respond to the consultation

How we will use the consultation feedback responses 

1.1.5 Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, The Project is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”). 

1.1.6 This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community regarding their proposals, and to carry out preapplication consultation in accordance with this statement. 

1.1.7 As the Project is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how RWE intends to publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”) 

1.1.8 In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community consultation activities set out in this document.  



2. [bookmark: _Toc155772442][bookmark: _Toc156312687]Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

2.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772443][bookmark: _Toc156312688]The Proposed Development



2.1.1 The Project is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council. The Project will connect into the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable.

2.1.2 The Project comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are: 

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick

Area B: Land North West of Long Riston

Area C: Land West of Arnold

Area D: Land South of the A1035

Area E: Land East of Weel

Area F: Land North of Wawne

2.1.3 The Project would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and national climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to power approximately 136,000 homes.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)] 


2.1.4 The renewable energy produced by The Project would be equivalent to displacing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year.

2.1.5 Maps of the land areas that form The Project can be found in Appendix 2. 

[please note: As this is an early draft of the SoCC, these are the land parcels presented at non-statutory consultation. We are in the process of reviewing these following feedback from the non-statutory consultation, environmental assessment work and ongoing surveys]



2.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772444][bookmark: _Toc156312689]Environmental Impact Assessment



2.2.1 The Project constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017.

2.2.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely significant effects of The Project are properly understood and whether appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental effects.  The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement containing the findings of the EIA.

2.2.3 An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023. Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues relevant to The Project and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:  https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf 

2.2.4 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental effects of The Project and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will help consultees to take an informed view on these matters. 

2.2.5 The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application and EIA are finalised for submission. 






3. [bookmark: _Toc155772445][bookmark: _Toc156312690]The Consenting process  

3.1.1 As the Project will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to submit an application for a DCO.

3.1.2 If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application. 

3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders.

3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act requires us to consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the  2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees for those local authorities which host The Project.

3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this SoCC. 

3.1.6 Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act 2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/. 

3.1.7 In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we provided East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority for the Project with an opportunity to comment on a draft version of this SoCC. Regard has been had to their responses in producing this final version. 

3.1.8 An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1.





Figure 1: The DCO Process 
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4. [bookmark: _Toc155772446][bookmark: _Toc156312691]About RWE

4.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772447][bookmark: _Toc156312692]The Applicant

RWE Generation



4.1.1 RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK electricity.

4.1.2 In the UK, we currently operate:

10 offshore wind farms

33 onshore wind farms

21 hydro plants

1 biomass plant

4.1.3 RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar, established in 2012 JBM Solar has a proven track record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and Ireland.

4.1.4 The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass. 

4.1.5 The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities, and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife.






5. [bookmark: _Toc155772448][bookmark: _Toc156312693]Engagement to date



5.1.1 The Applicant undertook non-statutory consultation on the Project between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023.

5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

to introduce The Project to the public, providing an overview of the project and the national need for solar

present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options

to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our early-stage proposals

to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development

5.1.3 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes. Dedicated project information channels were established for those who had questions about the Project or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement is summarised in Table 1.



Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date

		Activity

		Total



		Community Newsletters issued

		11,516



		In-person exhibitions 

		3



		Stakeholder Briefings 

		8



		Webinars

		2



		Website Visitors

		400







5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the consultation to provide feedback. These included:

Completing an online feedback form on the project website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (FREEPOST Peartree Hill Solar Farm)

Emailing feedback to the project email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

Calling the project information line (01482 695004)

5.1.5 In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were received.

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Project has engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the Environment Agency, and Historic England.

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory Consultation Report [will be added to website] which is part of the documents that are currently available on the project website. Archive documents from the non-statutory consultation will remain available on the Project’s website. Paper copies will be available on request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3.



5.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772449][bookmark: _Toc156312694]Timeline for Proposed Development



5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of The Project from consultation through to the Secretary of State decision. 
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6. [bookmark: _Toc155772450][bookmark: _Toc156312695]Statutory Consultation under section 47 of the 2008 Act 



6.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772451][bookmark: _Toc156312696]How we will consult on the proposed application



6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six weeks starting on Monday 29 April 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation responses is 11.59pm on Monday 10 June 2024.  All responses to the consultation must be received by the closing date.

6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.  

6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will also include:

Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act).

Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43 of the 2008 Act). 

Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by The Project (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on the Project (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act)


6.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772452][bookmark: _Toc156312697]Who are we consulting?



6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill. 

6.2.2 We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.  The PCZ has been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) – within which the solar PV panels, energy storage system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation. 

6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:

Existing physical features, such as main roads 

Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties 

Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, equipment areas or road modifications

6.2.4 Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by The Project by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site. 

6.2.5 This will include:

parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ 

elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and 

relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups  

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation.

[please note the PCZ will be amended in the submitted SoCC for formal consultation. We are in the process of making a decision on the cable route which will slightly reduce the PCZ]


Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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6.3 [bookmark: _Toc155772453][bookmark: _Toc156312698]Approach to community consultation

6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the community.

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information. 














Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Consultation Methods



		Method

		Detail



		Inside the primary consultation zone 

		All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page consultation newsletter with high-level details about the project and consultation programme, as well as project’s contact details.

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ. 

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation opportunities.

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how people can get involved in the consultation.



		Outside of the primary consultation zone

		We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and direct communication with organisations such as regional environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the PCZ.



		Consultation Events 

		We will be holding three in-person events at locations spread across the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in local news media and in a public notice.

These events will run for periods of five hours between 10 am and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate different availability. 

Details of the events is available in table 5.



		Webinars 

		Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be held in the evening. 

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars will be held on:

Wednesday 8 May 2024

Tuesday 4 June 2024 

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those unavailable to attend. 



		Project information line and email 

		Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of the communications team on the project information line (01482 695 004), email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM).

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five working days. 



		Deposit and information points 

		Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC and the consultation brochure, PEIR will be available to view at the following deposit locations and times:

Skirlaugh East Riding of Yorkshire Office 

Leven Library

Tickton Village Hall 

[location to be confirmed] 

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation remains at the information points throughout the consultation period.

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to collect from the deposit locations above.  Where possible the consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will be able to take hard copies away.



		Project website

		A dedicated project website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for people to find out more information about the proposals and to provide feedback. 

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and available for download, free of charge from the document library. Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit locations and consultation events.







6.4 [bookmark: _Toc155772454][bookmark: _Toc156312699]What are we consulting on?



6.4.1 We will present proposals for The Project including how they have been informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date.

6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials:

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – the PEIR sets out the preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes photomontages of The Project from various locations around the site.

Consultation Brochure – this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals including a summary of each land area and the cable route.

Maps – The maps will set out the site areas 

6.4.3 All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website. Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to request hard copies of the PEIR.  Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695004.

Table 3: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Consultation Materials



		Material

		Detail



		Consultation newsletter

		A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-level overview of The Project details of the consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of the public consultation events and signposting to the project website. 

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the post.

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and download on the project website.



		 Consultation Brochure 

		A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation, providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the proposals.

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by contacting the communications team.

The brochure will also be available for download from the project website 



		Feedback Form

		A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of the Proposed Development.

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week consultation period.

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost envelopes.

The feedback form will also be available to download from the website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM.



		Exhibition Banners 

		Pull up banners will be created to display information about the proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the Proposed Development.

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of The Project at the public exhibitions and will allow for further discussions with members of the project team during public information events and other meetings.

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on the project website.



		Preliminary Environmental Informational Report (PEIR)

		The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information available at that time. 

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development.

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website. A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs. 



		Technical maps and plans of the project

		Additional technical maps and plans for the Project will also be available on the project website and at the consultation events and deposit locations (tbc). 

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of documents) to be paid for by the recipient).



		Project Website 

		A dedicated consultation website (see Table 4 for detail).



		Publication of the consultation

		We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to Section 48 of the Act.



		Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)

		This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit points and in hard copy on request. 

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where this statement can be inspected, pursuant to Section 48 of the Act.



		Materials in alternative formats 

		Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages. 

All requests should be made to the communications team by email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004.





















Table 4: The Project website and features

		Function

		Rationale 



		Online downloadable copies of all the statutory consultation material, including: The PEIR, consultation brochure, exhibition banners and feedback form

		To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants to participate. 



		Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

		To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to contact the project team or attend an in-person event.



		Online Feedback Form

		To enable members of the public, submit their feedback online and reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity. 



		Webinar sign-up form

		To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.     



		Contact details 

		To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further questions.







6.5 [bookmark: _Toc155772455][bookmark: _Toc156312700]Consultation Events 

6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about The Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location in the PCZ is not available.

6.5.2 Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the Proposed Development, including maps.

6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals.

6.5.4 Table 5 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events.

Table 5:  Details of the consultation events

		Date 

		Time 

		Location



		Monday 13 May 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Wawne Village Hall

36 Main St, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH



		Saturday 18 May 2024

		10am -4pm

		Tickton Village Hall

Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ 



		Wednesday 22 May 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Leven Village Hall

North St, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF 







6.6 [bookmark: _Toc155772456][bookmark: _Toc156312701]Promoting the consultation



6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of The Project and advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 6 below.



Table 6: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Method

		Detail



		Consultation Newsletter



		Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email, including local interest groups.



		Press releases 





		To raise awareness of The Project and the consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of consultation. 

This will be sent to the following local and regional media outlets:

Beverley and Holderness Gazette 

Hull Live / Hull Daily Mail

Yorkshire Live

The Yorkshire Post

BBC Look North East



		Stakeholder briefings 

		We will issue communications to key political stakeholders, representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the consultation zone. This will provide information about the proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings.

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-case basis.



		Emails and Letters

		We will send both emails and letters about the consultation programme to:

host constituency and neighbouring constituency area MPs;

elected representatives at the East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council

host parish councils;

host and neighbouring local authorities;

neighbouring parish councils; and 

local interest groups, such as environmental groups.

Parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees.



		Statutory notices 

		Statutory notices to publicise the consultation, in accordance with Section 48 of the Act, will be published once in a national newspaper (The Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail and The Beverley and Holderness Gazette.

Statutory notices publicising the SoCC, in accordance with Section 47 of the Act, will be published once (for one week) in the Beverley and Holderness Gazette, Hull Daily Mail and The Yorkshire Post.



		Information Posters 

		Posters including details of the consultation, how to access information about The Project and how to get involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant organisations and venues.

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help raise awareness of the consultation.



		Social Media Advertising

		We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the proposals and consultation programme. 

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage younger people and those outside of the PCZ.







6.6.2 Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers (via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity changes will also be published on the project website. 



6.7 [bookmark: _Toc155772457][bookmark: _Toc156312702]Wider Engagement



6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups, residents and landowners who get in touch.

6.7.2 All relevant parish councillors, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local community.



6.8 [bookmark: _Toc155772458][bookmark: _Toc156312703]Engagement with Seldom Heard groups

[bookmark: _Toc155691480][bookmark: _Toc155772459]

6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods. 

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation, and/or need additional support to access materials, include:

Geographically isolated communities 

Young People

Old People

Disabled people and those with learning disabilities 

People who do not have English as a first language



Table 7: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm



		Seldom Heard Groups

		Consultation Approach



		Older people 

		Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of the consultation documents. 

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation through conventional communications channels, including by freepost and the information phoneline.

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats and offering alternative formats such as dementia friendly, braille and large print (upon request).

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.



		Disabled people and those with learning disabilities 

		Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats and providing alternate formats such as braille and large print (upon request).

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation through conventional communications channels, including by freepost and the information phoneline.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project team.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to move around. 



		Geographically isolated communities 

		Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of the consultation documents. 

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the project. 

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location.



		Young People

		Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage with the consultation.







6.9 [bookmark: _Toc155772460][bookmark: _Toc156312704]Information Channels

6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents. These channels are provided in Table 8 below.



Table 8: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Method

		Contact Details

		Hours of operation 



		Website 

		www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk

		24/7 



		Telephone





		01482 695 004

		9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take messages outside these hours)



		Email

		info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 

		24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–5:30pm weekdays and responded to within 10 working days)



		Post





		Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM

		24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm on weekdays)







6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable them to take part in the consultation.








7. [bookmark: _Toc155772461][bookmark: _Toc156312705]Responding to the consultation

7.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772462][bookmark: _Toc156312706]How to respond to the consultation



7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on 10 June 2024. Responses received after this date may not be considered. 

7.1.2 Consultation responses can be made in the following ways:

Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website from Monday 29 April: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as detailed in table 8.

Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required)



8. [bookmark: _Toc155772463][bookmark: _Toc156312707]How we will use consultation feedback



8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development.

8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has shaped and influenced our proposed application. 

8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero as part of the DCO application.

8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk. 



9. [bookmark: _Toc155772464][bookmark: _Toc156312708]Further consultation 



9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.



10. [bookmark: _Toc155772465][bookmark: _Toc156312709]Contact details 



10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below.

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print, audio or braille then please contact us using the details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the time of going to print.

10.1.3 Our communications channels are:

Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

Call: 01482 695004

Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp)
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Appendix 2 – Site area plans 





Land Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick
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Land Area E: Land East of Weel
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Land Area F: Land North of Wawne 
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1. Introduction 
 


1.1 Purpose of the document 
 
1.1.1 RWE (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this Statement of Community Consultation 


(“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new solar energy and storage scheme 
known as Pear Tree Hill Solar Farm (“The Project”). 


1.1.2 The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the 
vicinity of The Project about the proposals.   


1.1.3 Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other 
stakeholders helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback 
received will help shape The Project. 


1.1.4 This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our 
application for development consent. It includes: 


 A description of the consenting process we must follow 


 What we will be consulting on 


 Who we will consult 


 How we will consult  


 How people can respond to the consultation 


 How we will use the consultation feedback responses  


1.1.5 Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, The Project is classed as a Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 (“the 
2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net 
Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).  


1.1.6 This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which 
requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the 
local community regarding their proposals, and to carry out preapplication consultation 
in accordance with this statement.  


1.1.7 As the Project is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an environmental 
impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how RWE intends to publicise and 
consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with Regulation 
12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)  
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1.1.8 In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets 
out how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an 
interest in land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the 
community consultation activities set out in this document.   


 


2. Peartree Hill Solar Farm  
2.1 The Proposed Development 


 
2.1.1 The Project is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative boundaries of 


East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council. The Project will connect into the 
National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable. 


2.1.2 The Project comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up of six land 
areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. These land 
areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation and 
enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:  


Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick 


Area B: Land North West of Long Riston 


Area C: Land West of Arnold 


Area D: Land South of the A1035 


Area E: Land East of Weel 


Area F: Land North of Wawne 


2.1.3 The Project would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and national climate 
commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to power 
approximately 136,000 homes.1 


2.1.4 The renewable energy produced by The Project would be equivalent to displacing over 
11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to taking 
166,000 cars off the road for a year. 


2.1.5 Maps of the land areas that form The Project can be found in Appendix 2.  


[please note: As this is an early draft of the SoCC, these are the land parcels presented 
at non-statutory consultation. We are in the process of reviewing these following 
feedback from the non-statutory consultation, environmental assessment work and 
ongoing surveys] 
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment 
 


2.2.1 The Project constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) development’ as 
defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017. 


2.2.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the 
likely significant effects of The Project are properly understood and whether 
appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce 
environmental effects.  The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental 
Statement containing the findings of the EIA. 


2.2.3 An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023. 
Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues 
relevant to The Project and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The Scoping 
Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:  
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-
content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-
%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf  


2.2.4 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential 
environmental effects of The Project and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and 
will help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.  


2.2.5 The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of 
the statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO 
application and EIA are finalised for submission.  


 
  


 
1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption 
in the UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables) 
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3. The Consenting process   
3.1.1 As the Project will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree Hill Solar 


Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to 
submit an application for a DCO. 


3.1.2 If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an 
examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a 
recommendation on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of 
Energy Security and Net Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO 
application.  


3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with 
people living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders. 


3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development 
Consent Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act 
requires us to consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain 
bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the  2008 Act; the local community under 
section 47 of the 2008 Act (the subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals 
locally and nationally under section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the 
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA 
Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees for those local authorities which 
host The Project. 


3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this 
SoCC.  


3.1.6 Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning 
Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform 
applicants, consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the 
Planning Act 2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail 
on the NSIP planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning 
Inspectorate’s website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.  


3.1.7 In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we provided East Riding of Yorkshire 
Council, the host local authority for the Project with an opportunity to comment on a 
draft version of this SoCC. Regard has been had to their responses in producing this final 
version.  


3.1.8 An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1: The DCO Process  


 


 


4. About RWE 
4.1 The Applicant 
RWE Generation 


 
4.1.1 RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second 


largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of 
UK electricity. 


4.1.2 In the UK, we currently operate: 


 10 offshore wind farms 


 33 onshore wind farms 


 21 hydro plants 


 1 biomass plant 


4.1.3 RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar, established in 2012 JBM Solar has a proven track 
record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK 
and Ireland. 


4.1.4 The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and 
environmentally friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.  


4.1.5 The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, 
communities, and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help 
deliver projects that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community 
and local wildlife. 
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5. Engagement to date 
 


5.1.1 The Applicant undertook non-statutory consultation on the Project between Monday 9 
October and Monday 6 November 2023. 


5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims: 


 to introduce The Project to the public, providing an overview of the project and the 
national need for solar 


 present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options 


 to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on 
our early-stage proposals 


 to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development 


5.1.3 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-
face public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a 
mixture of direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local 
parishes. Dedicated project information channels were established for those who had 
questions about the Project or needed to get in contact with the project team. This 
engagement is summarised in Table 1. 


 


Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date 


Activity Total 


Community Newsletters issued 11,516 


In-person exhibitions  3 


Stakeholder Briefings  8 


Webinars 2 


Website Visitors 400 


 


5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the 
consultation to provide feedback. These included: 


 Completing an online feedback form on the project website 
(www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  


 Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post 
(FREEPOST Peartree Hill Solar Farm) 


 Emailing feedback to the project email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  
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 Calling the project information line (01482 695004) 


5.1.5 In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses 
were received. 


5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Project has engaged with key 
stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular basis. These 
stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the 
Environment Agency, and Historic England. 


5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-
Statutory Consultation Report [will be added to website] which is part of the 
documents that are currently available on the project website. Archive documents from 
the non-statutory consultation will remain available on the Project’s website. Paper 
copies will be available on request and subject to a printing charge outlined in 
paragraph 6.4.3. 


 


5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development 
 


5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of The Project from consultation 
through to the Secretary of State decision.  
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Figure 2 indicative project timeline 
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6. Statutory Consultation 
under section 47 of the 2008 
Act  


 


6.1 How we will consult on the proposed 
application 


 
6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 


for six weeks starting on Monday 29 April 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation 
responses is 11.59pm on Monday 10 June 2024.  All responses to the consultation must 
be received by the closing date. 


6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and 
interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.   


6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation 
will also include: 


 Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment 
Agency and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act). 


 Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 
43 of the 2008 Act).  


 Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by The Project 
(under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on the Project 
(under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) 
 


6.2 Who are we consulting? 
 


6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to 
anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.  
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6.2.2 We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the 
purpose of communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.  
The PCZ has been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two 
kilometres from the proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) – within which the solar PV 
panels, energy storage system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure 
would be located. The PCZ also extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor 
connecting to Creyke Beck substation.  


6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider: 


 Existing physical features, such as main roads  


 Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties  


 Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, 
equipment areas or road modifications 


6.2.4 Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted 
by The Project by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.  


6.2.5 This will include: 


 parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) 
representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ  


 elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and  


 relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups 
and groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups   


6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the 
PCZ are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation. 


[please note the PCZ will be amended in the submitted SoCC for formal consultation. We are 
in the process of making a decision on the cable route which will slightly reduce the PCZ] 
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Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 


 


 
 


6.3 Approach to community consultation 
6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, 


meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital 
methods of communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all 
members of the community. 


6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on 
the proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.  
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 







 


 Page 13 


 


Consultation Methods 


Method Detail 


Inside the primary 
consultation zone  


All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page 
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the project 
and consultation programme, as well as project’s contact details. 


Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.  


Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish 
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation 
opportunities. 


We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the 
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how 
people can get involved in the consultation. 


Outside of the primary 
consultation zone 


We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of 
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, 
and direct communication with organisations such as regional 
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of 
the PCZ. 


Consultation Events  We will be holding three in-person events at locations spread 
across the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation 
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, 
in local news media and in a public notice. 


These events will run for periods of five hours between 10 am and 
7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate 
different availability.  


Details of the events is available in table 5. 


Webinars  Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. 
One webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one 
towards the end of the consultation to provide an alternative 
option for those who may not be able to attend the in-person 
events. These will be held in the evening.  


Individuals can register for these events via the website. The 
webinars will be held on: 


 Wednesday 8 May 2024 


 Tuesday 4 June 2024  
A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those 
unavailable to attend.  
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Project information line and 
email  


Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of 
the communications team on the project information line (01482 
695 004), email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in 
(Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). 


The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five 
working days.  


Deposit and information 
points  


Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC and 
the consultation brochure, PEIR will be available to view at the 
following deposit locations and times: 


 Skirlaugh East Riding of Yorkshire Office  


 Leven Library 


 Tickton Village Hall  


[location to be confirmed]  


We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation 
remains at the information points throughout the consultation 
period. 


The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to 
collect from the deposit locations above.  Where possible the 
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the 
event venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these 
spaces will be able to take hard copies away. 


Project website A dedicated project website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be 
live for people to find out more information about the proposals 
and to provide feedback.  


All consultation documents will be presented on the website and 
available for download, free of charge from the document library. 
Information will be consistent with materials available at the 
deposit locations and consultation events. 


 


6.4 What are we consulting on? 
 


6.4.1 We will present proposals for The Project including how they have been informed by 
our environmental assessments and consultation to date. 


6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill 
Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials: 


 Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – the PEIR sets out the 
preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also 
includes photomontages of The Project from various locations around the site. 
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 Consultation Brochure – this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals 
including a summary of each land area and the cable route. 


 Maps – The maps will set out the site areas  


6.4.3 All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website. 
Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to 
request hard copies of the PEIR.  Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be 
available at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 
per page to cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by 
email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695004. 


Table 3: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Consultation Materials 


Material Detail 


Consultation newsletter A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a 
high-level overview of The Project details of the consultation 
programme, including the location, dates and times of the public 
consultation events and signposting to the project website.  


The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees 
via emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in 
the post. 


The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and 
download on the project website. 


 Consultation Brochure  A consultation brochure will be published at the start of 
consultation, providing a summary of the proposals we are 
consulting on, an outline of the environmental assessment work, 
details of how people can take part, and how feedback will be used 
to influence and shape the proposals. 


Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all 
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by 
contacting the communications team. 


The brochure will also be available for download from the project 
website  


Feedback Form A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects 
of the Proposed Development. 


The feedback form will be available for completion online via the 
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week 
consultation period. 


Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on 
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at 
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost 
envelopes. 


The feedback form will also be available to download from the 
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL 
SOLAR FARM. 


Exhibition Banners  Pull up banners will be created to display information about the 
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the 
Proposed Development. 


The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of The 
Project at the public exhibitions and will allow for further 
discussions with members of the project team during public 
information events and other meetings. 


Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on 
the project website. 
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Preliminary Environmental 
Informational Report (PEIR) 


The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, 
and a preliminary assessment of the likely significant 
environmental effects of the Proposed Development, based on the 
initial information available at that time.  


It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and 
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development. 


The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project 
website. A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view 
(but not take away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be 
requested for a charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and 
posting costs.  


Technical maps and plans of 
the project 


Additional technical maps and plans for the Project will also be 
available on the project website and at the consultation events and 
deposit locations (tbc).  


Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be 
reviewed on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a 
reasonable copying charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 
for one full suite of documents) to be paid for by the recipient). 


Project Website  A dedicated consultation website (see Table 4 for detail). 


Publication of the consultation We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation 
within both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant 
to Section 48 of the Act. 


Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC) 


This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the 
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit 
points and in hard copy on request.  


We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where 
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to Section 48 of the Act. 


Materials in alternative 
formats  


Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative 
accessible formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative 
languages.  


All requests should be made to the communications team by email: 
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004. 
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Table 4: The Project website and features 


Function Rationale  


Online downloadable copies 
of all the statutory 
consultation material, 
including: The PEIR, 
consultation brochure, 
exhibition banners and 
feedback form 


To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may 
not be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This 
will ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who 
wants to participate.  


Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) 


To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need 
to contact the project team or attend an in-person event. 


Online Feedback Form To enable members of the public, submit their feedback online and 
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.  


Webinar sign-up form To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.      


Contact details  To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further 
questions. 


 


6.5 Consultation Events  
6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information 


about The Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events 
will be held at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a 
suitable location in the PCZ is not available. 


6.5.2 Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at 
each consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for 
the Proposed Development, including maps. 


6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals. 


6.5.4 Table 5 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events. 


Table 5:  Details of the consultation events 


Date  Time  Location 


Monday 13 May 
2024 


1pm-7pm Wawne Village Hall 


36 Main St, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH 


Saturday 18 May 
2024 


10am -4pm Tickton Village Hall 


Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ  


Wednesday 22 May 
2024 


1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall 


North St, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF  
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6.6 Promoting the consultation 
 


6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of The Project and advertise the 
statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 6 below. 


 
Table 6: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Method Detail 


Consultation Newsletter 


 


Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and 
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation 
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory 
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email, 
including local interest groups. 


Press releases  


 


 


To raise awareness of The Project and the consultation 
programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we will share a 
press release with local media outlets at the start of 
consultation.  


This will be sent to the following local and regional media 
outlets: 


 Beverley and Holderness Gazette  


 Hull Live / Hull Daily Mail 


 Yorkshire Live 


 The Yorkshire Post 


 BBC Look North East 


Stakeholder brieϐings  We will issue communications to key political stakeholders, 
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the 
consultation zone. This will provide information about the 
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to 
take part in the consultation via in-person or online 
meetings. 


We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with 
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-
by-case basis. 


Emails and Letters We will send both emails and letters about the consultation 
programme to: 


 host constituency and neighbouring constituency 
area MPs; 


 elected representatives at the East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council 


 host parish councils; 


 host and neighbouring local authorities; 


 neighbouring parish councils; and  


 local interest groups, such as environmental groups. 


Parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation 
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees. 
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Statutory notices  Statutory notices to publicise the consultation, in accordance 
with Section 48 of the Act, will be published once in a 
national newspaper (The Guardian) and the London Gazette 
and twice (across two successive weeks) in local circulating 
papers The Hull Daily Mail and The Beverley and Holderness 
Gazette. 


Statutory notices publicising the SoCC, in accordance with 
Section 47 of the Act, will be published once (for one week) 
in the Beverley and Holderness Gazette, Hull Daily Mail and 
The Yorkshire Post. 


Information Posters  Posters including details of the consultation, how to access 
information about The Project and how to get involved, will 
be displayed at well-used public locations within and outside 
of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic buildings. 
These will be hosted in agreement with relevant 
organisations and venues. 


Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring 
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help 
raise awareness of the consultation. 


Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project 
Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about 
the proposals and consultation programme.  


Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the 
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage 
younger people and those outside of the PCZ. 


 


6.6.2 Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, 
where possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local 
newspapers (via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. 
Any activity changes will also be published on the project website.  


 


6.7 Wider Engagement 
 


6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch 
of the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the 
Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest 
groups, residents and landowners who get in touch. 


6.7.2 All relevant parish councillors, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted 
and will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be 
encouraged to share information about the consultation with members of their 
constituency/local community. 
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6.8 Engagement with Seldom Heard groups 
 


6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all 
stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals 
who may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.  


6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation, 
and/or need additional support to access materials, include: 


 Geographically isolated communities  


 Young People 


 Old People 


 Disabled people and those with learning disabilities  


 People who do not have English as a first language 
 
Table 7: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Seldom Heard Groups Consultation Approach 


Older people  Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within 
the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper 
copies of the consultation documents.  


Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 


Providing important information in both digital and non-digital 
formats and offering alternative formats such as dementia friendly, 
braille and large print (upon request). 


Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback 
can be easily provided by post. 


Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members 
of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 


Disabled people and 
those with learning 
disabilities  


Providing important information in both digital and non-digital 
formats and providing alternate formats such as braille and large 
print (upon request). 


Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 


Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members 
of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 


Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project 
team. 


Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the 
layout of the consultation room provide space for those with 
wheelchairs to move around.  


Geographically 
isolated communities  


Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within 
the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper 
copies of the consultation documents.  


Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the 
freepost address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations. 


Webinars for people to join and ϐind out about the project.  


Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders 
with further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of 
location. 


Young People Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to 
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and 
engage with the consultation. 
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6.9 Information Channels 
6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the 


community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, 
request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and 
documents. These channels are provided in Table 8 below. 


 


Table 8: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 


Method Contact Details Hours of operation  


Website  www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7  


Telephone 


 


 


01482 695 004 9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to 
take messages outside these hours) 


Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk  24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–
5:30pm weekdays and responded to within 10 
working days) 


Post 


 


 


Freepost PEARTREE HILL 
SOLAR FARM 


24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-
5:30pm on weekdays) 


 


6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered 
on a case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information 
required. This will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual 
impairments, or an alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first 
language, to enable them to take part in the consultation. 
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7. Responding to the 
consultation 


7.1 How to respond to the consultation 
 


7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on 10 June 2024. 
Responses received after this date may not be considered.  


7.1.2 Consultation responses can be made in the following ways: 


 Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website 
from Monday 29 April: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 


 Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can 
be handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost 
(using Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be 
collected from our community deposit locations or requested from the community 
relations team as detailed in table 8. 


 Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 


 Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required) 
 


8. How we will use 
consultation feedback 


 
8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. 


All feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is 
important to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development. 


8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation 
Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has 
shaped and influenced our proposed application.  


8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security 
and Net Zero as part of the DCO application. 
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8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be 
published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and 
protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection 
Regulation. The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: 
www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.  


 


9. Further consultation  
 


9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further 
targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant 
and proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC. 


 


10. Contact details  
 


10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about 
Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with 
members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed 
below. 


10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print, audio or braille then please contact us 
using the details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is 
accurate at the time of going to print. 


10.1.3 Our communications channels are: 


 Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk  


 Call: 01482 695004 


 Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp) 
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Appendices 
[all maps to be updated following design freeze] 
 


Appendix 1 – Site Boundary Plan 


 
 
 
 
 







 


 Page 28 


 


Appendix 2 – Site area plans  
 
 
Land Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick 
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Land Area B: Land North West of Long Riston 
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Land Area C: Land West of Arnold 
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Land Area D: Land South of the A1035 
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Land Area E: Land East of Weel 
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Land Area F: Land North of Wawne  
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Purpose of the document 
 
1.1.1 RWE (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this Statement of Community Consultation 

(“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new solar energy and storage scheme 
known as Pear Tree Hill Solar Farm (“The Project”). 

1.1.2 The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the 
vicinity of The Project about the proposals.   

1.1.3 Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other 
stakeholders helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback 
received will help shape The Project. 

1.1.4 This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our 
application for development consent. It includes: 

 A description of the consenting process we must follow 

 What we will be consulting on 

 Who we will consult 

 How we will consult  

 How people can respond to the consultation 

 How we will use the consultation feedback responses  

1.1.5 Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, The Project is classed as a Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 (“the 
2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net 
Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).  

1.1.6 This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which 
requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the 
local community regarding their proposals, and to carry out preapplication consultation 
in accordance with this statement.  

1.1.7 As the Project is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an environmental 
impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how RWE intends to publicise and 
consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with Regulation 
12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)  
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1.1.8 In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets 
out how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an 
interest in land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the 
community consultation activities set out in this document.   

 

2. Peartree Hill Solar Farm  
2.1 The Proposed Development 

 
2.1.1 The Project is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative boundaries of 

East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council. The Project will connect into the 
National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable. 

2.1.2 The Project comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up of six land 
areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. These land 
areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation and 
enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:  

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick 

Area B: Land North West of Long Riston 

Area C: Land West of Arnold 

Area D: Land South of the A1035 

Area E: Land East of Weel 

Area F: Land North of Wawne 

2.1.3 The Project would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and national climate 
commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to power 
approximately 136,000 homes.1 

2.1.4 The renewable energy produced by The Project would be equivalent to displacing over 
11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to taking 
166,000 cars off the road for a year. 

2.1.5 Maps of the land areas that form The Project can be found in Appendix 2.  

[please note: As this is an early draft of the SoCC, these are the land parcels presented 
at non-statutory consultation. We are in the process of reviewing these following 
feedback from the non-statutory consultation, environmental assessment work and 
ongoing surveys] 
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment 
 

2.2.1 The Project constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) development’ as 
defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017. 

2.2.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the 
likely significant effects of The Project are properly understood and whether 
appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce 
environmental effects.  The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental 
Statement containing the findings of the EIA. 

2.2.3 An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023. 
Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues 
relevant to The Project and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The Scoping 
Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:  
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-
content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-
%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf  

2.2.4 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential 
environmental effects of The Project and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and 
will help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.  

2.2.5 The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of 
the statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO 
application and EIA are finalised for submission.  

 
  

 
1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption 
in the UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables) 
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3. The Consenting process   
3.1.1 As the Project will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree Hill Solar 

Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to 
submit an application for a DCO. 

3.1.2 If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an 
examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a 
recommendation on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of 
Energy Security and Net Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO 
application.  

3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with 
people living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders. 

3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development 
Consent Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act 
requires us to consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain 
bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the  2008 Act; the local community under 
section 47 of the 2008 Act (the subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals 
locally and nationally under section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the 
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA 
Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees for those local authorities which 
host The Project. 

3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this 
SoCC.  

3.1.6 Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning 
Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform 
applicants, consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the 
Planning Act 2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail 
on the NSIP planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning 
Inspectorate’s website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.  

3.1.7 In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we provided East Riding of Yorkshire 
Council, the host local authority for the Project with an opportunity to comment on a 
draft version of this SoCC. Regard has been had to their responses in producing this final 
version.  

3.1.8 An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1: The DCO Process  

 

 

4. About RWE 
4.1 The Applicant 
RWE Generation 

 
4.1.1 RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second 

largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of 
UK electricity. 

4.1.2 In the UK, we currently operate: 

 10 offshore wind farms 

 33 onshore wind farms 

 21 hydro plants 

 1 biomass plant 

4.1.3 RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar, established in 2012 JBM Solar has a proven track 
record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK 
and Ireland. 

4.1.4 The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and 
environmentally friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.  

4.1.5 The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, 
communities, and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help 
deliver projects that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community 
and local wildlife. 
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5. Engagement to date 
 

5.1.1 The Applicant undertook non-statutory consultation on the Project between Monday 9 
October and Monday 6 November 2023. 

5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims: 

 to introduce The Project to the public, providing an overview of the project and the 
national need for solar 

 present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options 

 to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on 
our early-stage proposals 

 to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development 

5.1.3 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-
face public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a 
mixture of direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local 
parishes. Dedicated project information channels were established for those who had 
questions about the Project or needed to get in contact with the project team. This 
engagement is summarised in Table 1. 

 

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date 

Activity Total 

Community Newsletters issued 11,516 

In-person exhibitions  3 

Stakeholder Briefings  8 

Webinars 2 

Website Visitors 400 

 

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the 
consultation to provide feedback. These included: 

 Completing an online feedback form on the project website 
(www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  

 Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post 
(FREEPOST Peartree Hill Solar Farm) 

 Emailing feedback to the project email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  
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 Calling the project information line (01482 695004) 

5.1.5 In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses 
were received. 

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Project has engaged with key 
stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular basis. These 
stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the 
Environment Agency, and Historic England. 

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-
Statutory Consultation Report [will be added to website] which is part of the 
documents that are currently available on the project website. Archive documents from 
the non-statutory consultation will remain available on the Project’s website. Paper 
copies will be available on request and subject to a printing charge outlined in 
paragraph 6.4.3. 

 

5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development 
 

5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of The Project from consultation 
through to the Secretary of State decision.  
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Figure 2 indicative project timeline 
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6. Statutory Consultation 
under section 47 of the 2008 
Act  

 

6.1 How we will consult on the proposed 
application 

 
6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 

for six weeks starting on Monday 29 April 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation 
responses is 11.59pm on Monday 10 June 2024.  All responses to the consultation must 
be received by the closing date. 

6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and 
interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.   

6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation 
will also include: 

 Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment 
Agency and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act). 

 Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 
43 of the 2008 Act).  

 Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by The Project 
(under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on the Project 
(under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) 
 

6.2 Who are we consulting? 
 

6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to 
anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.  
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6.2.2 We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the 
purpose of communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.  
The PCZ has been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two 
kilometres from the proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) – within which the solar PV 
panels, energy storage system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure 
would be located. The PCZ also extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor 
connecting to Creyke Beck substation.  

6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider: 

 Existing physical features, such as main roads  

 Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties  

 Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, 
equipment areas or road modifications 

6.2.4 Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted 
by The Project by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.  

6.2.5 This will include: 

 parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) 
representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ  

 elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and  

 relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups 
and groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups   

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the 
PCZ are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation. 

[please note the PCZ will be amended in the submitted SoCC for formal consultation. We are 
in the process of making a decision on the cable route which will slightly reduce the PCZ] 
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Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

 

 
 

6.3 Approach to community consultation 
6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, 

meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital 
methods of communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all 
members of the community. 

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on 
the proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Consultation Methods 

Method Detail 

Inside the primary 
consultation zone  

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page 
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the project 
and consultation programme, as well as project’s contact details. 

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.  

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish 
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation 
opportunities. 

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the 
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how 
people can get involved in the consultation. 

Outside of the primary 
consultation zone 

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of 
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, 
and direct communication with organisations such as regional 
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of 
the PCZ. 

Consultation Events  We will be holding three in-person events at locations spread 
across the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation 
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, 
in local news media and in a public notice. 

These events will run for periods of five hours between 10 am and 
7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate 
different availability.  

Details of the events is available in table 5. 

Webinars  Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. 
One webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one 
towards the end of the consultation to provide an alternative 
option for those who may not be able to attend the in-person 
events. These will be held in the evening.  

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The 
webinars will be held on: 

 Wednesday 8 May 2024 

 Tuesday 4 June 2024  
A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those 
unavailable to attend.  



 

 Page 14 

 

Project information line and 
email  

Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of 
the communications team on the project information line (01482 
695 004), email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in 
(Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). 

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five 
working days.  

Deposit and information 
points  

Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC and 
the consultation brochure, PEIR will be available to view at the 
following deposit locations and times: 

 Skirlaugh East Riding of Yorkshire Office  

 Leven Library 

 Tickton Village Hall  

[location to be confirmed]  

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation 
remains at the information points throughout the consultation 
period. 

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to 
collect from the deposit locations above.  Where possible the 
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the 
event venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these 
spaces will be able to take hard copies away. 

Project website A dedicated project website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be 
live for people to find out more information about the proposals 
and to provide feedback.  

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and 
available for download, free of charge from the document library. 
Information will be consistent with materials available at the 
deposit locations and consultation events. 

 

6.4 What are we consulting on? 
 

6.4.1 We will present proposals for The Project including how they have been informed by 
our environmental assessments and consultation to date. 

6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill 
Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials: 

 Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – the PEIR sets out the 
preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also 
includes photomontages of The Project from various locations around the site. 
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 Consultation Brochure – this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals 
including a summary of each land area and the cable route. 

 Maps – The maps will set out the site areas  

6.4.3 All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website. 
Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to 
request hard copies of the PEIR.  Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be 
available at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 
per page to cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by 
email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695004. 

Table 3: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Consultation Materials 

Material Detail 

Consultation newsletter A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a 
high-level overview of The Project details of the consultation 
programme, including the location, dates and times of the public 
consultation events and signposting to the project website.  

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees 
via emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in 
the post. 

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and 
download on the project website. 

 Consultation Brochure  A consultation brochure will be published at the start of 
consultation, providing a summary of the proposals we are 
consulting on, an outline of the environmental assessment work, 
details of how people can take part, and how feedback will be used 
to influence and shape the proposals. 

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all 
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by 
contacting the communications team. 

The brochure will also be available for download from the project 
website  

Feedback Form A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects 
of the Proposed Development. 

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the 
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week 
consultation period. 

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on 
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at 
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost 
envelopes. 

The feedback form will also be available to download from the 
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL 
SOLAR FARM. 

Exhibition Banners  Pull up banners will be created to display information about the 
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the 
Proposed Development. 

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of The 
Project at the public exhibitions and will allow for further 
discussions with members of the project team during public 
information events and other meetings. 

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on 
the project website. 
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Preliminary Environmental 
Informational Report (PEIR) 

The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, 
and a preliminary assessment of the likely significant 
environmental effects of the Proposed Development, based on the 
initial information available at that time.  

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and 
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development. 

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project 
website. A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view 
(but not take away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be 
requested for a charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and 
posting costs.  

Technical maps and plans of 
the project 

Additional technical maps and plans for the Project will also be 
available on the project website and at the consultation events and 
deposit locations (tbc).  

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be 
reviewed on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a 
reasonable copying charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 
for one full suite of documents) to be paid for by the recipient). 

Project Website  A dedicated consultation website (see Table 4 for detail). 

Publication of the consultation We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation 
within both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant 
to Section 48 of the Act. 

Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC) 

This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the 
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit 
points and in hard copy on request.  

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where 
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to Section 48 of the Act. 

Materials in alternative 
formats  

Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative 
accessible formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative 
languages.  

All requests should be made to the communications team by email: 
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004. 
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Table 4: The Project website and features 

Function Rationale  

Online downloadable copies 
of all the statutory 
consultation material, 
including: The PEIR, 
consultation brochure, 
exhibition banners and 
feedback form 

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may 
not be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This 
will ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who 
wants to participate.  

Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) 

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need 
to contact the project team or attend an in-person event. 

Online Feedback Form To enable members of the public, submit their feedback online and 
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.  

Webinar sign-up form To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.      

Contact details  To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further 
questions. 

 

6.5 Consultation Events  
6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information 

about The Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events 
will be held at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a 
suitable location in the PCZ is not available. 

6.5.2 Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at 
each consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for 
the Proposed Development, including maps. 

6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals. 

6.5.4 Table 5 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events. 

Table 5:  Details of the consultation events 

Date  Time  Location 

Monday 13 May 
2024 

1pm-7pm Wawne Village Hall 

36 Main St, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH 

Saturday 18 May 
2024 

10am -4pm Tickton Village Hall 

Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ  

Wednesday 22 May 
2024 

1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall 

North St, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF  
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6.6 Promoting the consultation 
 

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of The Project and advertise the 
statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 6 below. 

 
Table 6: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Method Detail 

Consultation Newsletter 

 

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and 
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation 
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory 
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email, 
including local interest groups. 

Press releases  

 

 

To raise awareness of The Project and the consultation 
programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we will share a 
press release with local media outlets at the start of 
consultation.  

This will be sent to the following local and regional media 
outlets: 

 Beverley and Holderness Gazette  

 Hull Live / Hull Daily Mail 

 Yorkshire Live 

 The Yorkshire Post 

 BBC Look North East 

Stakeholder brieϐings  We will issue communications to key political stakeholders, 
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the 
consultation zone. This will provide information about the 
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to 
take part in the consultation via in-person or online 
meetings. 

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with 
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-
by-case basis. 

Emails and Letters We will send both emails and letters about the consultation 
programme to: 

 host constituency and neighbouring constituency 
area MPs; 

 elected representatives at the East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council 

 host parish councils; 

 host and neighbouring local authorities; 

 neighbouring parish councils; and  

 local interest groups, such as environmental groups. 

Parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation 
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees. 
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Statutory notices  Statutory notices to publicise the consultation, in accordance 
with Section 48 of the Act, will be published once in a 
national newspaper (The Guardian) and the London Gazette 
and twice (across two successive weeks) in local circulating 
papers The Hull Daily Mail and The Beverley and Holderness 
Gazette. 

Statutory notices publicising the SoCC, in accordance with 
Section 47 of the Act, will be published once (for one week) 
in the Beverley and Holderness Gazette, Hull Daily Mail and 
The Yorkshire Post. 

Information Posters  Posters including details of the consultation, how to access 
information about The Project and how to get involved, will 
be displayed at well-used public locations within and outside 
of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic buildings. 
These will be hosted in agreement with relevant 
organisations and venues. 

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring 
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help 
raise awareness of the consultation. 

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project 
Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about 
the proposals and consultation programme.  

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the 
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage 
younger people and those outside of the PCZ. 

 

6.6.2 Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, 
where possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local 
newspapers (via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. 
Any activity changes will also be published on the project website.  

 

6.7 Wider Engagement 
 

6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch 
of the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the 
Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest 
groups, residents and landowners who get in touch. 

6.7.2 All relevant parish councillors, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted 
and will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be 
encouraged to share information about the consultation with members of their 
constituency/local community. 
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6.8 Engagement with Seldom Heard groups 
 

6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all 
stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals 
who may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.  

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation, 
and/or need additional support to access materials, include: 

 Geographically isolated communities  

 Young People 

 Old People 

 Disabled people and those with learning disabilities  

 People who do not have English as a first language 
 
Table 7: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Seldom Heard Groups Consultation Approach 

Older people  Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within 
the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper 
copies of the consultation documents.  

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital 
formats and offering alternative formats such as dementia friendly, 
braille and large print (upon request). 

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback 
can be easily provided by post. 

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members 
of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 

Disabled people and 
those with learning 
disabilities  

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital 
formats and providing alternate formats such as braille and large 
print (upon request). 

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members 
of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project 
team. 

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the 
layout of the consultation room provide space for those with 
wheelchairs to move around.  

Geographically 
isolated communities  

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within 
the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper 
copies of the consultation documents.  

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the 
freepost address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations. 

Webinars for people to join and ϐind out about the project.  

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders 
with further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of 
location. 

Young People Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to 
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and 
engage with the consultation. 
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6.9 Information Channels 
6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the 

community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, 
request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and 
documents. These channels are provided in Table 8 below. 

 

Table 8: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

Method Contact Details Hours of operation  

Website  www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7  

Telephone 

 

 

01482 695 004 9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to 
take messages outside these hours) 

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk  24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–
5:30pm weekdays and responded to within 10 
working days) 

Post 

 

 

Freepost PEARTREE HILL 
SOLAR FARM 

24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-
5:30pm on weekdays) 

 

6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered 
on a case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information 
required. This will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual 
impairments, or an alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first 
language, to enable them to take part in the consultation. 
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7. Responding to the 
consultation 

7.1 How to respond to the consultation 
 

7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on 10 June 2024. 
Responses received after this date may not be considered.  

7.1.2 Consultation responses can be made in the following ways: 

 Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website 
from Monday 29 April: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

 Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can 
be handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost 
(using Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be 
collected from our community deposit locations or requested from the community 
relations team as detailed in table 8. 

 Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

 Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required) 
 

8. How we will use 
consultation feedback 

 
8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. 

All feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is 
important to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development. 

8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation 
Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has 
shaped and influenced our proposed application.  

8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security 
and Net Zero as part of the DCO application. 
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8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be 
published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and 
protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection 
Regulation. The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: 
www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.  

 

9. Further consultation  
 

9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further 
targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant 
and proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC. 

 

10. Contact details  
 

10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about 
Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with 
members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed 
below. 

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print, audio or braille then please contact us 
using the details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is 
accurate at the time of going to print. 

10.1.3 Our communications channels are: 

 Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk  

 Call: 01482 695004 

 Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp) 
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Appendices 
[all maps to be updated following design freeze] 
 

Appendix 1 – Site Boundary Plan 
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Appendix 2 – Site area plans  
 
 
Land Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick 
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Land Area B: Land North West of Long Riston 
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Land Area C: Land West of Arnold 
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Land Area D: Land South of the A1035 
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Land Area E: Land East of Weel 
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Land Area F: Land North of Wawne  

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

RWE Aktiengesellschaft 

RWE Platz 1 
45141 Essen, Germany 
Germany 
www.rwe.com 
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Appendix C-3 SoCC consultation 

Appendix C-3.1 Email sharing SoCC for consultation with 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Peartree Hill Solar Farm - Request for comments on Statement of Community Consultation 

Laura Tinker 

Thu 2024-02-29 17:S6 

@ 2 attachments (6 MB) 

Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL DRAFT.pdf; Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL DRAFT.docx; 

Dear James/ Anna, 

RWE RENEWABLES UK SOLAR & STORAGE LIMITED 

PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM 

SECTION 47 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008: DUTY TO CONSULT LOCAL COMMUNITY REQUEST FOR COMMENTS 

ON THE STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

I am writing to you regarding RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd's proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm, 

a solar and battery storage project that would provide 320MW of clean energy, in East Riding of Yorkshire. 

The proposed scheme is identified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act 2008 

(as amended) (the 2008 Act) and therefore we are required to submit an application for a Development Consent 

Order (DCO). The DCO application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final 

decision is made by the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. 

Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a 'statutory' consultation on the proposals. We 

intend to hold this consultation in Spring 2024. 

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, the Planning Act 2008 (Part 2, Section 47) requires RWE: "Prepares 

a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application, people living in 

the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each local authority that is 

within section 43(1} about what is to be in the statement." 

As a representative of a local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act 2008, we are inviting 

you to participate in formal consultation on our draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC), which is 

attached. 

Please treat this email as notice of a request for comments on the contents of our SoCC from East Riding of 

Yorkshire Council in accordance with Section 47(2) of the 2008 Act. 

This is an important opportunity for you to share your views on our SoCC. We will record how we have 

considered your views by responding to you directly in writing, and in our Consultation Report which forms part 

of our application for a DCO to the Planning Inspectorate. 

To aid the process of providing your comments, please find attached our SoCC (provided as Word and a Pdf file) 

for you to review. Please provide any comments and suggested amendments in track changes as doing this will 

assist us in ensuring these are recorded and considered. Please confirm receipt of this email and the 

accompanying SoCC. If you wish to discuss the content of this email, please do not hesitate in contacting us 

info@12eartreehillsolar.co.uk or call 01482 695 004. 

Please submit your comments on the draft SoCC via email to info@12eartreehillsolar.co.uk. The deadline for 

providing comments is by 11.59pm on Tuesday 2nd April 2024.

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Cheers, 

Laura Tinker 

BA, MP!an, MRTPI 

Associate 
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Appendix C-3.2 Email sharing SoCC for consultation with 
Hull City Council   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Peartree Hill Solar Farm - Request for comments on Statement of Community Consultation 

<info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk> 

Thu 2024-02-29 17:54 

@ 2 attachments (6 MB) 

Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL DRAFT.pdf; Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL DRAFT.docx; 

Dear  

RWE RENEWABLES UK SOLAR & STORAGE LIMITED 

PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM 

SECTION 47 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008: DUTY TO CONSULT LOCAL COMMUNITY REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON THE 

STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

I am writing to you regarding RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd's proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm, a solar and 

battery storage project that would provide 320MW of clean energy, in East Riding of Yorkshire. 

The proposed scheme is identified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act 2008 (as amended) 

(the 2008 Act) and therefore we are required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO). The DCO 

application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is made by the Secretary of 

State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. 

Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a 'statutory' consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this 

consultation in Spring 2024. 

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, the Planning Act 2008 (Part 2, Section 47) requires RWE: "Prepares a statement 

setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application, people living in the vicinity of the land. Before 

preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each local authority that is within section 43{1} about what is to be in the 

statement." 

Whilst not a host authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act 2008, we are inviting Hull City Council as a 

neighbouring authority to participate in formal consultation on our draft SoCC, which is attached. 

Please treat this email as notice of a request for comments on the contents of our SoCC from Hull City Council, as a 

neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line. 

This is an important opportunity for you to share your views on our SoCC. We will record how we have considered your views by 

responding to you directly in writing, and in our Consultation Report which forms part of our application for a DCO to the Planning 

Inspectorate. 

To aid the process of providing your comments, please find attached our SoCC (provided as Word and a Pdf file) for you to review. 

Please provide any comments and suggested amendments in track changes as doing this will assist us in ensuring these are 

recorded and considered. Please confirm receipt of this email and the accompanying SoCC. If you wish to discuss the content of 

this email, please do not hesitate in contacting us 

info@Reartreehillsolar.co.uk or call 01482 695 004. 

Please submit your comments on the draft SoCC via email to info@[!eartreehillsolar.co.uk. The deadline for providing comments 

by 11.59pm on Tuesday 2 April 2024. 

I look forward to 

hearing from you. 

Many thanks 
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Appendix C-3.3 Copy of the draft SoCC provided to local 
authorities for consultation  
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Purpose of the document 
 

1.1.1 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this 

Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new 

solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed 

Development”). 

1.1.2 The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity 

of the Proposed Development about the proposals.   

1.1.3 Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders 

helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape 

the Proposed Development. 

1.1.4 This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application 

for development consent. It includes: 

• A description of the consenting process we must follow 

• What we will be consulting on 

• Who we will consult 

• How we will consult  

• How people can respond to the consultation 

• How we will use the consultation feedback responses  

1.1.5 Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a 

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 

(“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 

Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).  

1.1.6 This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires 

applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community 

regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with 

this statement.  

1.1.7 As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an 

environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how we intend to 

publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with 

Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)  
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1.1.8 In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out 

how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in 

land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community 

consultation activities set out in this document.   

 

2. Peartree Hill Solar Farm  
2.1 The Proposed Development 

 

2.1.1 The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative 

boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into 

the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable. 

2.1.2 The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up 

of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. 

These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation 

and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:  

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick 

Area B: Land North West of Long Riston 

Area C: Land West of Arnold 

Area D: Land South of the A1035 

Area E: Land East of Weel 

Area F: Land North of Wawne 

2.1.3 The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and na-

tional climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to 

power approximately 136,000 homes.1 

2.1.4 The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to dis-

placing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to 

taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year. 

 
1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the 

UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables) 
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment 
 

2.2.1 The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) 

development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2017. 

2.2.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely 

significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether 

appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental 

effects.  The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement 

containing the findings of the EIA. 

2.2.3 An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023. 

Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues 

relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The 

Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-

content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-

%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf  

2.2.4 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental 

Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental 

effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will 

help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.  

2.2.5 The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the 

statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application 

and EIA are finalised for submission.  

 

3. The consenting process   
3.1.1 As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree 

Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to 

submit an application for a DCO. 

3.1.2 If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an 

examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation 

on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net 

Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application.  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
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3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people 

living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders. 

3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent 

Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act requires us to 

consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed 

under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the 

subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48 

of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 

Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees 

for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development. 

3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this 

SoCC.  

3.1.6 Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning 

Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, 

consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act 

2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP 

planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website: 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.  

3.1.7 As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council, 

the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a 

neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an 

early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024.  

3.1.8 In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the 

SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring 

authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on 

Thursday 29 February 2024. 

3.1.9 An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: The DCO Process  

 

 
  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
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4. About RWE 
4.1 The Applicant 

 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd 
 

4.1.1 RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second 

largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK 

electricity. 

4.1.2 In the UK, we currently operate: 

• 10 offshore wind farms 

• 33 onshore wind farms 

• 21 hydro plants 

• 1 biomass plant 

4.1.3 RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track 

record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and 

Ireland. 

4.1.4 The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally 

friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.  

4.1.5 The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities, 

and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects 

that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife. 

 

5. Engagement to date 
 

5.1.1 The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development 

between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023. 

5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims: 

• to introduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the 

Proposed Development and the national need for solar 

• present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options 

• to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our 

early-stage proposals 

• to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development 
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5.1.3 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face 

public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of 

direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes. 

Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the 

Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement 

is summarised in Table 1. 

 

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date 

Activity Total 

Community Newsletters issued 11,516 

In-person exhibitions  3 

Stakeholder Briefings  8 

Webinars 2 

Website Visitors 400 

 

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the 

consultation to provide feedback. These included: 

• Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  

• Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost 

PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM) 

• Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  

• Calling the information line (01482 695004) 

5.1.5 In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were 

received. 

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has 

engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular 

basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the 

Environment Agency and Historic England. 

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory 

Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the 

website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory 

consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on 

request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3. 

 

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development 
 

5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from 

consultation through to the Secretary of State decision.  

 

Figure 2 Indicative Proposed Development timeline 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Page 9 

 

 

6. Statutory Consultation under 
section 47 of the 2008 Act  

 

6.1 How we will consult on the proposed 
application 

 

6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six 

weeks starting on Wednesday 15 May 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation 

responses is 11.59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024.  All responses to the consultation must 

be received by the closing date. 

6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and 

interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.   

6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will 

also include: 

• Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency 

and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act). 

• Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43 

of the 2008 Act).  

• Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed 

Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on 

the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) 

 

6.2 Who are we consulting? 
 

6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to 

anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.  

6.2.2 We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of 

communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.  The PCZ has 

been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the 

proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) – within which the solar PV panels, energy storage 

system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also 

extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation.  
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6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider: 

• Existing physical features, such as main roads  

• Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties  

• Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, 

equipment areas or road modifications 

6.2.4 Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by 

the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.  

6.2.5 This will include: 

• parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) 

representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ  

• elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and  

• relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and 

groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups   

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ 

are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation. 

Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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6.3 Approach to community consultation 
6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, 

meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of 

communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the 

community. 

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the 

proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.  

 

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Method Detail 

Inside the primary consultation 
zone  

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page 
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed 
Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s 
contact details. 

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.  

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish 
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation 
opportunities. 

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the 
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how 
people can get involved in the consultation. 

Outside of the primary 
consultation zone 

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of 
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and 
direct communication with organisations such as regional 
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the 
PCZ. 

Consultation Events  We will be holding four in-person events at locations spread across 
the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation 
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in 
local news media and in a public notice. 

These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am 
and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate 
different availability.  

Details of the events is available in table 6. 

Webinars  Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One 
webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards 
the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those 
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be 
held in the evening.  

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars 
will be held on: 

• Tuesday 28 May 2024 

• Wednesday 12 June 2024  

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those 
unavailable to attend.  
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Project information line and email  Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of 
the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004), 
email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost 
PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). 

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five 
working days.  

Deposit and information points  Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the 
consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the 
following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3): 

• Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE 

• Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley 

HU17 5NG 

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation 
remains at the information points throughout the consultation period. 

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to 
collect from the deposit locations above.  Where possible the 
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event 
venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will 
be able to take hard copies away. 

Project website A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for 
people to find out more information about the proposals and to 
provide feedback.  

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and 
available for download, free of charge from the document library. 
Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit 
locations and consultation events. 

 
 

Table 3:  Details of the deposit locations 

Location  Address Opening times  

Beverley 
Library 

Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE Monday 9:30 am–5 pm 

Tuesday 9:30 am–8 pm 

Wednesday 9:30 am–5 pm 

Thursday 9:30 am–8 pm 

Friday 9:30 am–5 pm 

Saturday 9 am–4 pm 
Sunday Closed 

Leven 
Library 

Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley 
HU17 5NG 

Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm 

 

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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6.4 What are we consulting on? 
 

6.4.1 We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been 

informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date. 

6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill 

Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials: 

• Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – the PEIR sets out the 

preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes 

photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site. 

• PEIR Non-Technical summary – providing a summary of the findings from the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 

• Consultation Brochure – this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals 

including a summary of each land area and the cable route. 

• Maps – The maps will set out the site areas  

6.4.3 All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website. 

Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to 

request hard copies of the PEIR.  Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available 

at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to 

cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email: 

info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004. 

Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Consultation Materials 

Material Detail 

Consultation newsletter A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-
level overview of the Proposed Development details of the 
consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of 
the public consultation events and signposting to the project website.  

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via 
emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the 
post. 

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and 
download on the project website. 

 Consultation Brochure  A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation, 
providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline 
of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can 
take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the 
proposals. 

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all 
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by 
contacting the communications team. 

The brochure will also be available for download from the project 
website  

Feedback Form A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of 
the Proposed Development. 

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the 
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week 
consultation period. 

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on 
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at 
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost 
envelopes. 

The feedback form will also be available to download from the 
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL 
SOLAR FARM. 
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Exhibition Banners  Pull up banners will be created to display information about the 
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the 
Proposed Development. 

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the 
Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for 
further discussions with members of the project team during public 
information events and other meetings. 

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on 
the project website. 

Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR) 

The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and 
a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental 
effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information 
available at that time.  

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and 
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development. 

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website. 
A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take 
away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a 
charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs.  

Non-technical summary of the 
Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report 

The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on 
the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points.  

Technical maps and plans of the 
Project 

Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development 
will also be available on the project website and at the consultation 
events and deposit locations.  

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying 
charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of 
documents) to be paid for by the recipient. 

Project Website  A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail). 

Publication of the consultation We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within 
both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section 
48 of the Act. 

Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC) 

This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the 
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit 
points and in hard copy on request.  

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where 
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act. 
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Materials in alternative formats  Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible 
formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages.  

All requests should be made to the communications team by email: 
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004. 

 

Table 5: The Project website and features 

Function Rationale  

Online downloadable copies of 
all the statutory consultation 
material, including: The PEIR, 
consultation brochure, 
exhibition banners, non-tech 
summary of PEIR and feedback 
form 

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not 
be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will 
ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants 
to participate.  

Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) 

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to 
contact the project team or attend an in-person event. 

Online Feedback Form To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and 
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.  

Webinar sign-up form To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.      

Contact details  To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further 
questions. 

 

6.5 Consultation Events  
6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about 

the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held 

at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location 

in the PCZ is not available. 

6.5.2 Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each 

consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the 

Proposed Development, including maps. 

6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals. 

6.5.4 Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events. 

  

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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Table 6:  Details of the consultation events 

Date  Time  Location 

Tuesday 21 May 
2024 

1pm-7pm Cottingham Civic Hall 

Market Green, Cottingham, HU16 5QG 

Wednesday 22 May 
2024 

1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall 

North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF  

Saturday 1 June 2024 11am-3pm Tickton Village Hall 

Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ 

Monday 3 June 2024 1pm-6.30pm Wawne Village Hall 

36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH 
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6.6 Promoting the consultation 
 

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and 

advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below. 

 

Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Method Detail 

Consultation Newsletter 

 

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and 
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation 
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory 
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email, 
including local interest groups. 

Press releases  

 

 

To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the 
consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we 
will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of 
consultation.  

This will be sent to the following local and regional media 
outlets. 

Stakeholder briefings  We will issue communications to key political stakeholders, 
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the 
consultation zone. This will provide information about the 
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take 
part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings. 

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with 
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-
case basis. 

Emails and Letters We will send both emails and letters about the consultation 
programme to: 

• host constituency and neighbouring constituency area 

MPs; 

• key elected representatives at the East Riding of 

Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council 

• host and neighbouring parish councils; 

• host and neighbouring local authorities; 

• local interest groups, such as environmental groups. 

Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation 
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees. 

Statutory notices  Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC and consultation, in 
accordance with section 48 and section 47 of the Act, will be 
published as a joint notice once in a national newspaper (The 
Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two 
successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail 
and Yorkshire Post. 
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Information Posters  Posters including details of the consultation, how to access 
information about the Proposed Development and how to get 
involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within 
and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic 
buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant 
organisations and venues. 

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring 
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help 
raise awareness of the consultation. 

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project 
Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the 
proposals and consultation programme.  

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the 
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage 
younger people and those outside of the PCZ. 

 

6.6.2 Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where 
possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers 
(via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity 
changes will also be published on the project website.  

 

6.7 Wider Engagement 
6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of 

the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the 

Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups, 

residents and landowners who get in touch. 

6.7.2 All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and 

will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to 

share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local 

community. 

 

6.8 Engagement with Seldom Heard groups 
6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all 

stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who 

may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.  

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation, 

and/or need additional support to access materials, include: 
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• Geographically isolated communities  

• Young People 

• Old People 

• Disabled people and those with learning disabilities  

• People who do not have English as a first language 

 

Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 



 

 Page 23 

 

Seldom Heard Groups Consultation Approach 

Older people  Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the 
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of 
the consultation documents.  

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats 
and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request). 

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can 
be easily provided by post. 

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of 
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 

Disabled people and 
those with learning 
disabilities  

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats 
and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request). 

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of 
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project 
team. 

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout 
of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to 
move around.  

Geographically isolated 
communities  

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the 
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of 
the consultation documents.  

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost 
address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations. 

Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed 
Development.  

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with 
further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location. 

Young People Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to 
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage 
with the consultation. 
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6.9 Information Channels 
6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the 

community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, 

request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents. 

These channels are provided in Table 9 below. 

 

Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

Method Contact Details Hours of operation  

Website  www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7  

Telephone 

 

 

01482 695 004 9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take 
messages outside these hours) 

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk  24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–5:30pm 
weekdays and responded to within 10 working days) 

Post 

 

 

Freepost PEARTREE HILL 
SOLAR FARM 

24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm 
on weekdays) 

 

6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a 

case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This 

will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an 

alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable 

them to take part in the consultation. 

 

 

  

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk
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7. Responding to the consultation 
7.1 How to respond to the consultation 

 

7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024. 

Responses received after this date may not be considered.  

7.1.2 Consultation responses can be made in the following ways: 

• Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website 

from Wednesday 15 May: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

• Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be 

handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using 

Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our 

community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as 

detailed in Table 9. 

• Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

• Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required) 

 

8. How we will use consultation 
feedback 

 

8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All 

feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important 

to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development. 

8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation 

Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has 

shaped and influenced our proposed application.  

8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 

Net Zero as part of the DCO application. 

8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be 

published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and 

protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. 

The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: 

www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.  

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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9. Further consultation  
 

9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further 

targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and 

proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC. 

 

10. Contact details  
 

10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about 

Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with 

members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below. 

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the 

details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the 

time of going to print. 

10.1.3 Our communications channels are: 

• Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk  

• Call: 01482 695 004 

• Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp) 

 

 

 

  

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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Appendices 
 

Appendix 1 – Site Boundary Plan 
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Appendix C-3.4 Chaser email asking for comments on 
SoCC to Hull City Council  

 

  



From:

Subject: SoCC comments
Date: 08 April 2024 09:43:00

Hi Simon,
 
I hope you are well. My name is Sophie and I am getting in touch on behalf of RWE following our
conversation a few weeks ago. We’re keen to see if you have any comments on our Statement of
Community Consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.
 
We look forward to hearing from you. Thank you,
Sophie
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Appendix C-4 Response from local author-
ity on SoCC   

Appendix C-4.1 Email with comments on draft SoCC from 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council  
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Appendix C-4.2 Marked up SoCC from East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council    

 
 

  



 

 
 
Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
Statement of Community Con-
sultation (draft) 
 
February 2024 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Purpose of the document 
 

1.1.1 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this 
Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new 
solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed 
Development”) 

1.1.2 The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity 
of the Proposed Development about the proposals.   

1.1.3 Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders 
helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape 
the Proposed Development. 

1.1.4 This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application 
for development consent. It includes: 

• A description of the consenting process we must follow 

• What we will be consulting on 

• Who we will consult 

• How we will consult  

• How people can respond to the consultation 

• How we will use the consultation feedback responses  

1.1.5 Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 
(“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 
Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).  

1.1.6 This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires 
applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community 
regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with 
this statement.  

1.1.7 As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an 
environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how we intend to 
publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with 
Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)  
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1.1.8 In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out 
how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in 
land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community 
consultation activities set out in this document.   

 

2. Peartree Hill Solar Farm  
2.1 The Proposed Development 

 

2.1.1 The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative 
boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into 
the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable. 

2.1.2 The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up 
of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. 
These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation 
and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:  

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick 

Area B: Land North West of Long Riston 

Area C: Land West of Arnold 

Area D: Land South of the A1035 

Area E: Land East of Weel 

Area F: Land North of Wawne 

2.1.3 The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and na-
tional climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to 
power approximately 136,000 homes.1 

2.1.4 The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to dis-
placing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to 
taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year. 

 
1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the 

UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables) 
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment 
 

2.2.1 The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) 
development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
Regulations 2017. 

2.2.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely 
significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether 
appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental 
effects.  The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement 
containing the findings of the EIA. 

2.2.3 An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023. 
Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues 
relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The 
Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:  
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-
content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-
%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf  

2.2.4 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental 
effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will 
help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.  

2.2.5 The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the 
statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application 
and EIA are finalised for submission.  

 

3. The consenting process   
3.1.1 As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree 

Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to 
submit an application for a DCO. 

3.1.2 If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an 
examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation 
on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net 
Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application.  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
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3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people 
living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders. 

3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent 
Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act requires us to 
consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed 
under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the 
subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48 
of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees 
for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development. 

3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this 
SoCC.  

3.1.6 Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning 
Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, 
consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act 
2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP 
planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website: 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.  

3.1.7 As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council, 
the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a 
neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an 
early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024.  

3.1.8 In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the 
SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring 
authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on 
Thursday 29 February 2024. 

3.1.9 An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: The DCO Process  

 

 
  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
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4. About RWE 
4.1 The Applicant 
 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd 

 

4.1.1 RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second 
largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK 
electricity. 

4.1.2 In the UK, we currently operate: 

• 10 offshore wind farms 

• 33 onshore wind farms 

• 21 hydro plants 

• 1 biomass plant 

4.1.3 RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track 
record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and 
Ireland. 

4.1.4 The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally 
friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.  

4.1.5 The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities, 
and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects 
that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife. 

 

5. Engagement to date 
 

5.1.1 The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development 
between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023. 

5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims: 

• to introduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the 
Proposed Development and the national need for solar 

• present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options 

• to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our 
early-stage proposals 

• to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development 
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5.1.3 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face 
public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of 
direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes. 
Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the 
Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement 
is summarised in Table 1. 

 

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date 

Activity Total 

Community Newsletters issued 11,516 

In-person exhibitions  3 

Stakeholder Briefings  8 

Webinars 2 

Website Visitors 400 

 

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the 
consultation to provide feedback. These included: 

• Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  

• Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost 
PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM) 

• Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  

• Calling the information line (01482 695004) 

5.1.5 In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were 
received. 

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has 
engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular 
basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the 
Environment Agency and Historic England. 

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory 
Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the 
website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory 
consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on 
request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3. 

 

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development 
 

5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from 
consultation through to the Secretary of State decision.  

 
Figure 2 Indicative Proposed Development timeline 
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6. Statutory Consultation under 
section 47 of the 2008 Act  

 

6.1 How we will consult on the proposed 
application 

 

6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six 
weeks starting on Monday 29 April 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation responses 
is 11.59pm on Monday 10 June 2024.  All responses to the consultation must be received by 
the closing date. 

6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and 
interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.   

6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will 
also include: 

• Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency 
and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act). 

• Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43 
of the 2008 Act).  

• Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed 
Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on 
the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) 
 

6.2 Who are we consulting? 
 

6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to 
anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.  

6.2.2 We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of 
communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.  The PCZ has 
been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the 
proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) – within which the solar PV panels, energy storage 
system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also 
extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation.  
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6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider: 

• Existing physical features, such as main roads  

• Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties  

• Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, 
equipment areas or road modifications 

6.2.4 Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by 
the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.  

6.2.5 This will include: 

• parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) 
representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ  

• elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and  

• relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and 
groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups   

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ 
are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation. 

Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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6.3 Approach to community consultation 
6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, 

meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of 
communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the 
community. 

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the 
proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.  
 

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Method Detail 

Inside the primary consultation 
zone  

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page 
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed 
Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s 
contact details. 

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.  

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish 
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation 
opportunities. 

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the 
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how 
people can get involved in the consultation. 

Outside of the primary 
consultation zone 

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of 
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and 
direct communication with organisations such as regional 
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the 
PCZ. 

Consultation Events  We will be holding three in-person events at locations spread across 
the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation 
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in 
local news media and in a public notice. 

These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am 
and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate 
different availability.  

Details of the events is available in table 6. 

Webinars  Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One 
webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards 
the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those 
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be 
held in the evening.  

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars 
will be held on: 

• Wednesday 8 May 2024 
• Tuesday 4 June 2024  

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those 
unavailable to attend.  
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Project information line and email  Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of 
the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004), 
email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost 
PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). 

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five 
working days.  

Deposit and information points  Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the 
consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the 
following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3): 

• Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE 

• Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley 
HU17 5NG 

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation 
remains at the information points throughout the consultation period. 

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to 
collect from the deposit locations above.  Where possible the 
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event 
venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will 
be able to take hard copies away. 

Project website A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for 
people to find out more information about the proposals and to 
provide feedback.  

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and 
available for download, free of charge from the document library. 
Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit 
locations and consultation events. 

 
 
Table 3:  Details of the deposit locations 

Location  Address Opening times  

Beverley 
Library 

Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE Monday 9:30 am–5 pm 
Tuesday 9:30 am–8 pm 
Wednesday 9:30 am–5 pm 
Thursday 9:30 am–8 pm 
Friday 9:30 am–5 pm 
Saturday 9 am–4 pm 
Sunday Closed 

Leven 
Library 

Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley 
HU17 5NG 

Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm 

 

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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6.4 What are we consulting on? 
 

6.4.1 We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been 
informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date. 

6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill 
Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials: 

• Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – the PEIR sets out the 
preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes 
photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site. 

• PEIR Non-Technical summary – providing a summary of the findings from the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 

• Consultation Brochure – this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals 
including a summary of each land area and the cable route. 

• Maps – The maps will set out the site areas  

6.4.3 All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website. 
Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to 
request hard copies of the PEIR.  Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available 
at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to 
cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email: 
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004. 

Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

Commented [AW1]: From experience of other 
schemes the more detail you can provide the public, 
the better.  Those who's houses are close by will 
want to know what will be located close to their 
house, how tall panels will be. what road improve-
ments are proposed etc, what landscaping is pro-
posed etc.  Will you also consult on supporting docs 
such as TA/Ecology information for consulting with 
He and NE etc?  
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Consultation Materials 

Material Detail 

Consultation newsletter A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-
level overview of the Proposed Development details of the 
consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of 
the public consultation events and signposting to the project website.  

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via 
emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the 
post. 

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and 
download on the project website. 

 Consultation Brochure  A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation, 
providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline 
of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can 
take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the 
proposals. 

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all 
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by 
contacting the communications team. 

The brochure will also be available for download from the project 
website  

Feedback Form A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of 
the Proposed Development. 

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the 
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week 
consultation period. 

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on 
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at 
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost 
envelopes. 

The feedback form will also be available to download from the 
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL 
SOLAR FARM. 
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Exhibition Banners  Pull up banners will be created to display information about the 
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the 
Proposed Development. 

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the 
Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for 
further discussions with members of the project team during public 
information events and other meetings. 

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on 
the project website. 

Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR) 

The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and 
a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental 
effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information 
available at that time.  

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and 
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development. 

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website. 
A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take 
away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a 
charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs.  

Non-technical summary of the 
Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report 

The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on 
the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points.  

Technical maps and plans of the 
Project 

Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development 
will also be available on the project website and at the consultation 
events and deposit locations.  

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying 
charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of 
documents) to be paid for by the recipient. 

Project Website  A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail). 

Publication of the consultation We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within 
both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section 
48 of the Act. 

Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC) 

This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the 
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit 
points and in hard copy on request.  

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where 
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act. 
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Materials in alternative formats  Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible 
formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages.  

All requests should be made to the communications team by email: 
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004. 

 

Table 5: The Project website and features 

Function Rationale  

Online downloadable copies of 
all the statutory consultation 
material, including: The PEIR, 
consultation brochure, 
exhibition banners, non-tech 
summary of PEIR and feedback 
form 

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not 
be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will 
ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants 
to participate.  

Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) 

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to 
contact the project team or attend an in-person event. 

Online Feedback Form To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and 
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.  

Webinar sign-up form To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.      

Contact details  To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further 
questions. 

 

6.5 Consultation Events  
6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about 

the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held 
at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location 
in the PCZ is not available. 

6.5.2 Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each 
consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the 
Proposed Development, including maps. 

6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals. 

6.5.4 Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events. 

  

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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Table 6:  Details of the consultation events 

Date  Time  Location 

Monday 13 May 
2024 

1pm-7pm Wawne Village Hall 

36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH 

Saturday 18 May 
2024 

11am -3pm Tickton Village Hall 

Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ  

Wednesday 22 May 
2024 

1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall 

North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF  

 

6.6 Promoting the consultation 
 

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and 
advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below. 

 

Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

Commented [AW2]: Suggest one Cottingham/Creyke 
Beck way in addition if possible as these are all east 
and some of the PCZ stretches further west  
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Method Detail 

Consultation Newsletter 

 

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and 
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation 
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory 
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email, 
including local interest groups. 

Press releases  

 

 

To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the 
consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we 
will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of 
consultation.  

This will be sent to the following local and regional media 
outlets. 

Stakeholder briefings  We will issue communications to key political stakeholders, 
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the 
consultation zone. This will provide information about the 
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take 
part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings. 

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with 
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-
case basis. 

Emails and Letters We will send both emails and letters about the consultation 
programme to: 

• host constituency and neighbouring constituency area 
MPs; 

• key elected representatives at the East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council 

• host and neighbouring parish councils; 

• host and neighbouring local authorities; 

• local interest groups, such as environmental groups. 
Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation 
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees. 

Statutory notices  Statutory notices to publicise the consultation, in accordance 
with section 48 of the Act, will be published once in a national 
newspaper (The Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice 
(across two successive weeks) in local circulating papers The 
Hull Daily Mail and The Beverley and Holderness Gazette. 

Statutory notices publicising the SoCC, in accordance with 
section 47 of the Act, will be published once (for one week) in 
the Beverley and Holderness Gazette, Hull Daily Mail and The 
Yorkshire Post. 
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Information Posters  Posters including details of the consultation, how to access 
information about the Proposed Development and how to get 
involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within 
and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic 
buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant 
organisations and venues. 

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring 
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help 
raise awareness of the consultation. 

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project 
Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the 
proposals and consultation programme.  

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the 
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage 
younger people and those outside of the PCZ. 

 

6.6.2 Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where 
possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers 
(via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity 
changes will also be published on the project website.  

 

6.7 Wider Engagement 
6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of 

the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the 
Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups, 
residents and landowners who get in touch. 

6.7.2 All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and 
will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to 
share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local 
community. 

 

6.8 Engagement with Seldom Heard groups 
6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all 

stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who 
may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.  

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation, 
and/or need additional support to access materials, include: 
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• Geographically isolated communities  

• Young People 

• Old People 

• Disabled people and those with learning disabilities  

• People who do not have English as a first language 
 

Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Seldom Heard Groups Consultation Approach 

Older people  Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the 
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of 
the consultation documents.  

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats 
and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request). 

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can 
be easily provided by post. 

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of 
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 

Disabled people and 
those with learning 
disabilities  

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats 
and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request). 

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of 
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project 
team. 

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout 
of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to 
move around.  

Geographically isolated 
communities  

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the 
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of 
the consultation documents.  

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost 
address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations. 

Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed 
Development.  

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with 
further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location. 

Young People Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to 
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage 
with the consultation. 
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6.9 Information Channels 
6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the 

community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, 
request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents. 
These channels are provided in Table 9 below. 

 

Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

Method Contact Details Hours of operation  

Website  www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7  

Telephone 

 

 

01482 695 004 9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take 
messages outside these hours) 

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk  24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–5:30pm 
weekdays and responded to within 10 working days) 

Post 

 

 

Freepost PEARTREE HILL 
SOLAR FARM 

24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm 
on weekdays) 

 

6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a 
case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This 
will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an 
alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable 
them to take part in the consultation. 

 

 

  

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk
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7. Responding to the consultation 
7.1 How to respond to the consultation 

 

7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Monday 10 June 2024. 
Responses received after this date may not be considered.  

7.1.2 Consultation responses can be made in the following ways: 

• Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website 
from Monday 29 April: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

• Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be 
handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using 
Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our 
community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as 
detailed in Table 9. 

• Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

• Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required) 
 

8. How we will use consultation 
feedback 

 

8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All 
feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important 
to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development. 

8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation 
Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has 
shaped and influenced our proposed application.  

8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 
Net Zero as part of the DCO application. 

8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be 
published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and 
protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. 
The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: 
www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.  

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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9. Further consultation  
 

9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further 
targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and 
proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC. 

 

10. Contact details  
 

10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about 
Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with 
members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below. 

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the 
details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the 
time of going to print. 

10.1.3 Our communications channels are: 

• Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk  

• Call: 01482 695 004 

• Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp) 
 
 

 
  

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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Appendices 
 

Appendix 1 – Site Boundary Plan 
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Appendix C-5 Emails to local authorities 
with updated SoCC and table of amends   

Appendix C-5.1 Email to East Riding of Yorkshire with 
updated SoCC 

  



From:
To:

Subject: Peartree Hill Solar Farm - SoCC and PPA update
Date: 11 April 2024 16:27:08
Attachments: Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL tracked.docx

Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL clean.pdf

Good afternoon Anna,
 
Thanks again for your comments on the draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)
received on 8 March 2024 regarding RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd’s proposals for
Peartree Hill Solar Farm.
 
We have reviewed your comments and also made some changes to the document, outlined
below, due to a slight change in consultation dates. Please find attached the updated final SoCC,
including a word tracked changes version for your information.
 

Paragraph Comment Change made
6.4.2. What we are
consulting on

East Riding of Yorkshire
Council: From experience of
other schemes the more detail
you can provide the public, the
better. Those who's houses are
close by will want to know
what will be located close to
their house, how tall panels
will be. what road
improvements are proposed
etc, what landscaping is
proposed etc. Will you also
consult on supporting docs
such as TA/Ecology information
for consulting with He and NE
etc?
 

No change made. We don’t
have a draft Traffic
Assessment to share at the
PEIR stage.
The PEIR (which will be issued
as part of the statutory
consultation) will have
Transport and Ecology
chapters with corresponding
figures and appendices. We’ve
been sharing this data and
preliminary assessments with
key stakeholder including
EYRC Highways and Natural
England to date and will
continue to do so.
 

6.5 Consultation events East Riding of Yorkshire
Council: Suggest an event at
Cottingham/Creyke Beck way
in addition if possible as these
are all east and some of the
PCZ stretches further west

 

An additional consultation
event will be held at
Cottingham Civic Hall, Market
Green, Cottingham on
Tuesday 21 May 2024, ipm-
7pm

Throughout – consultation
dates

RWE change   The dates for the consultation
have moved to Tuesday 7 May
to Tuesday 18 June 2024.
 
As such two of the
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1. [bookmark: _Toc155772440][bookmark: _Toc160106500]Introduction



1.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772441][bookmark: _Toc160106501]Purpose of the document



1.1.1 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed Development”).

1.1.2 The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity of the Proposed Development about the proposals.  

1.1.3 Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape the Proposed Development.

1.1.4 This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application for development consent. It includes:

A description of the consenting process we must follow

What we will be consulting on

Who we will consult

How we will consult 

How people can respond to the consultation

How we will use the consultation feedback responses 

1.1.5 Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”). 

1.1.6 This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with this statement. 

1.1.7 As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how we intend to publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”) 

1.1.8 In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community consultation activities set out in this document.  



2. [bookmark: _Toc155772442][bookmark: _Toc160106502]Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

2.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772443][bookmark: _Toc160106503]The Proposed Development



2.1.1 The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable.

2.1.2 The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are: 

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick

Area B: Land North West of Long Riston

Area C: Land West of Arnold

Area D: Land South of the A1035

Area E: Land East of Weel

Area F: Land North of Wawne

2.1.3 The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and national climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to power approximately 136,000 homes.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)] 


2.1.4 The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to displacing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year.



2.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772444][bookmark: _Toc160106504]Environmental Impact Assessment



2.2.1 The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017.

2.2.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental effects.  The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement containing the findings of the EIA.

2.2.3 An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023. Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:  https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf 

2.2.4 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will help consultees to take an informed view on these matters. 

2.2.5 The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application and EIA are finalised for submission. 



3. [bookmark: _Toc155772445][bookmark: _Toc160106505]The consenting process  

3.1.1 As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to submit an application for a DCO.

3.1.2 If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application. 

3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders.

3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act requires us to consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development.

3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this SoCC. 

3.1.6 Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act 2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/. 

3.1.7 As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024. 

3.1.8 In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on Thursday 29 February 2024.

3.1.9 An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1.



Figure 1: The DCO Process 
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4. [bookmark: _Toc155772446][bookmark: _Toc160106506]About RWE

4.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772447][bookmark: _Toc160106507]The Applicant

 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd



4.1.1 RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK electricity.

4.1.2 In the UK, we currently operate:

10 offshore wind farms

33 onshore wind farms

21 hydro plants

1 biomass plant

4.1.3 RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and Ireland.

4.1.4 The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass. 

4.1.5 The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities, and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife.



5. [bookmark: _Toc155772448][bookmark: _Toc160106508]Engagement to date



5.1.1 The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023.

5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

to introduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the Proposed Development and the national need for solar

present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options

to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our early-stage proposals

to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development

5.1.3 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes. Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement is summarised in Table 1.



Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date

		Activity

		Total



		Community Newsletters issued

		11,516



		In-person exhibitions 

		3



		Stakeholder Briefings 

		8



		Webinars

		2



		Website Visitors

		400







5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the consultation to provide feedback. These included:

Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM)

Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

Calling the information line (01482 695004)

5.1.5 In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were received.

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the Environment Agency and Historic England.

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3.



5.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772449][bookmark: _Toc160106509]Timeline for Proposed Development



5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from consultation through to the Secretary of State decision. 
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6. [bookmark: _Toc155772450][bookmark: _Toc160106510]Statutory Consultation under section 47 of the 2008 Act 



6.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772451][bookmark: _Toc160106511]How we will consult on the proposed application



6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six weeks starting on Monday 29 AprilTuesday 7 May 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation responses is 11.59pm on Monday 10Tuesday 18 June 2024.  All responses to the consultation must be received by the closing date.

6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.  

6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will also include:

Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act).

Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43 of the 2008 Act). 

Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act)


6.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772452][bookmark: _Toc160106512]Who are we consulting?



6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill. 

6.2.2 We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.  The PCZ has been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) – within which the solar PV panels, energy storage system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation. 

6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:

Existing physical features, such as main roads 

Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties 

Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, equipment areas or road modifications

6.2.4 Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site. 

6.2.5 This will include:

parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ 

elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and 

relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups  

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation.
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Description automatically generated]Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm









6.3 [bookmark: _Toc155772453][bookmark: _Toc160106513]Approach to community consultation

6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the community.

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information. 


Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Method

		Detail



		Inside the primary consultation zone 

		All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s contact details.

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ. 

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation opportunities.

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how people can get involved in the consultation.



		Outside of the primary consultation zone

		We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and direct communication with organisations such as regional environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the PCZ.



		Consultation Events 

		We will be holding three four in-person events at locations spread across the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in local news media and in a public notice.

These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate different availability. 

Details of the events is available in table 6.



		Webinars 

		Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be held in the evening. 

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars will be held on:

Wednesday 158 May 2024

Tuesday 4 June 2024 

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those unavailable to attend. 



		Project information line and email 

		Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004), email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM).

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five working days. 



		Deposit and information points 

		Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3):

Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE

Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley HU17 5NG

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation remains at the information points throughout the consultation period.

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to collect from the deposit locations above.  Where possible the consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will be able to take hard copies away.



		Project website

		A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for people to find out more information about the proposals and to provide feedback. 

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and available for download, free of charge from the document library. Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit locations and consultation events.









Table 3:  Details of the deposit locations

		Location 

		Address

		Opening times 



		Beverley Library

		Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE

		Monday 9:30 am–5 pm
Tuesday 9:30 am–8 pm
Wednesday 9:30 am–5 pm
Thursday 9:30 am–8 pm
Friday 9:30 am–5 pm
Saturday 9 am–4 pm
Sunday Closed



		Leven Library

		Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley HU17 5NG

		Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm







6.4 [bookmark: _Toc155772454][bookmark: _Toc160106514]What are we consulting on?



6.4.1 We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date.

6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials:

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – the PEIR sets out the preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site.

PEIR Non-Technical summary – providing a summary of the findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

Consultation Brochure – this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals including a summary of each land area and the cable route.

Maps – The maps will set out the site areas 

6.4.3 All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website. Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to request hard copies of the PEIR.  Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004.

Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Consultation Materials



		Material

		Detail



		Consultation newsletter

		A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-level overview of the Proposed Development details of the consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of the public consultation events and signposting to the project website. 

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the post.

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and download on the project website.



		 Consultation Brochure 

		A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation, providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the proposals.

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by contacting the communications team.

The brochure will also be available for download from the project website 



		Feedback Form

		A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of the Proposed Development.

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week consultation period.

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost envelopes.

The feedback form will also be available to download from the website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM.



		Exhibition Banners 

		Pull up banners will be created to display information about the proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the Proposed Development.

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for further discussions with members of the project team during public information events and other meetings.

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on the project website.



		Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR)

		The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information available at that time. 

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development.

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website. A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs. 



		Non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental Information Report

		The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points. 



		Technical maps and plans of the Project

		Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development will also be available on the project website and at the consultation events and deposit locations. 

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of documents) to be paid for by the recipient.



		Project Website 

		A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail).



		Publication of the consultation

		We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section 48 of the Act.



		Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)

		This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit points and in hard copy on request. 

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act.



		Materials in alternative formats 

		Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages. 

All requests should be made to the communications team by email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004.







Table 5: The Project website and features

		Function

		Rationale 



		Online downloadable copies of all the statutory consultation material, including: The PEIR, consultation brochure, exhibition banners, non-tech summary of PEIR and feedback form

		To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants to participate. 



		Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

		To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to contact the project team or attend an in-person event.



		Online Feedback Form

		To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity. 



		Webinar sign-up form

		To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.     



		Contact details 

		To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further questions.







6.5 [bookmark: _Toc155772455][bookmark: _Toc160106515]Consultation Events 

6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location in the PCZ is not available.

6.5.2 Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the Proposed Development, including maps.

6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals.

6.5.4 Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events.




Table 6:  Details of the consultation events

		Date 

		Time 

		Location



		Monday 13 May 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Wawne Village Hall

36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH



		Saturday 18 May 2024

		11am -3pm

		Tickton Village Hall

Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ 



		Tuesday 21 May 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Cottingham Civic Hall

Market Green, Cottingham, HU16 5QG



		Wednesday 22 May 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Leven Village Hall

North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF 



		Monday 3 June 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Wawne Village Hall

36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH
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6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below.



Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Method

		Detail



		Consultation Newsletter



		Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email, including local interest groups.



		Press releases 





		To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of consultation. 

This will be sent to the following local and regional media outlets.



		Stakeholder briefings 

		We will issue communications to key political stakeholders, representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the consultation zone. This will provide information about the proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings.

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-case basis.



		Emails and Letters

		We will send both emails and letters about the consultation programme to:

host constituency and neighbouring constituency area MPs;

key elected representatives at the East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council

host and neighbouring parish councils;

host and neighbouring local authorities;

local interest groups, such as environmental groups.

Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees.



		Statutory notices 

		Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC and consultation, in accordance with section 48 and section 47 of the Act, will be published as a joint notice once in a national newspaper (The Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail and The Beverley and Holderness GazetteYorkshire Post.

Statutory notices publicising the SoCC, in accordance with section 47 of the Act, will be published once (for one week) in the Beverley and Holderness Gazette, Hull Daily Mail and The Yorkshire Post.



		Information Posters 

		Posters including details of the consultation, how to access information about the Proposed Development and how to get involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant organisations and venues.

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help raise awareness of the consultation.



		Social Media Advertising

		We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the proposals and consultation programme. 

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage younger people and those outside of the PCZ.







6.6.2 Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers (via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity changes will also be published on the project website. 



6.7 [bookmark: _Toc155772457][bookmark: _Toc160106517]Wider Engagement

6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups, residents and landowners who get in touch.

6.7.2 All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local community.



6.8 [bookmark: _Toc155772458][bookmark: _Toc160106518][bookmark: _Toc155691480][bookmark: _Toc155772459]Engagement with Seldom Heard groups

6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods. 

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation, and/or need additional support to access materials, include:

Geographically isolated communities 

Young People

Old People

Disabled people and those with learning disabilities 

People who do not have English as a first language



Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Seldom Heard Groups

		Consultation Approach



		Older people 

		Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of the consultation documents. 

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation through conventional communications channels, including by freepost and the information phoneline.

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request).

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.



		Disabled people and those with learning disabilities 

		Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request).

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation through conventional communications channels, including by freepost and the information phoneline.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project team.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to move around. 



		Geographically isolated communities 

		Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of the consultation documents. 

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed Development. 

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location.



		Young People

		Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage with the consultation.







6.9 [bookmark: _Toc155772460][bookmark: _Toc160106519]Information Channels

6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents. These channels are provided in Table 9 below.



Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Method

		Contact Details

		Hours of operation 



		Website 

		www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk

		24/7 



		Telephone





		01482 695 004

		9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take messages outside these hours)



		Email

		info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 

		24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–5:30pm weekdays and responded to within 10 working days)



		Post





		Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM

		24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm on weekdays)







6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable them to take part in the consultation.








7. [bookmark: _Toc155772461][bookmark: _Toc160106520]Responding to the consultation

7.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772462][bookmark: _Toc160106521]How to respond to the consultation



7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Monday 10Tuesday 18 June June 2024. Responses received after this date may not be considered. 

7.1.2 Consultation responses can be made in the following ways:

Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website from Monday 29 AprilTuesday 8 May: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as detailed in Table 9.

Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required)



8. [bookmark: _Toc155772463][bookmark: _Toc160106522]How we will use consultation feedback



8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development.

8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has shaped and influenced our proposed application. 

8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero as part of the DCO application.

8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk. 



9. [bookmark: _Toc155772464][bookmark: _Toc160106523]Further consultation 



9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.



10. [bookmark: _Toc155772465][bookmark: _Toc160106524]Contact details 



10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below.

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the time of going to print.

10.1.3 Our communications channels are:

Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

Call: 01482 695 004

Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp)
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1. Introduction 
 


1.1 Purpose of the document 
 


1.1.1 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this 


Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new 


solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed 


Development”). 


1.1.2 The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity 


of the Proposed Development about the proposals.   


1.1.3 Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders 


helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape 


the Proposed Development. 


1.1.4 This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application 


for development consent. It includes: 


• A description of the consenting process we must follow 


• What we will be consulting on 


• Who we will consult 


• How we will consult  


• How people can respond to the consultation 


• How we will use the consultation feedback responses  


1.1.5 Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a 


Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 


(“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 


Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).  


1.1.6 This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires 


applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community 


regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with 


this statement.  


1.1.7 As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an 


environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how we intend to 


publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with 


Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 


Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)  
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1.1.8 In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out 


how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in 


land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community 


consultation activities set out in this document.   


 


2. Peartree Hill Solar Farm  
2.1 The Proposed Development 


 


2.1.1 The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative 


boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into 


the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable. 


2.1.2 The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up 


of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. 


These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation 


and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:  


Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick 


Area B: Land North West of Long Riston 


Area C: Land West of Arnold 


Area D: Land South of the A1035 


Area E: Land East of Weel 


Area F: Land North of Wawne 


2.1.3 The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and na-


tional climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to 


power approximately 136,000 homes.1 


2.1.4 The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to dis-


placing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to 


taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year. 


 
1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the 


UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables) 
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment 
 


2.2.1 The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) 


development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 


Regulations 2017. 


2.2.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely 


significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether 


appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental 


effects.  The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement 


containing the findings of the EIA. 


2.2.3 An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023. 


Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues 


relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The 


Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:  


https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-


content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-


%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf  


2.2.4 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental 


Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental 


effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will 


help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.  


2.2.5 The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the 


statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application 


and EIA are finalised for submission.  


 


3. The consenting process   
3.1.1 As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree 


Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to 


submit an application for a DCO. 


3.1.2 If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an 


examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation 


on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net 


Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application.  



https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
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3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people 


living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders. 


3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent 


Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act requires us to 


consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed 


under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the 


subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48 


of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 


Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees 


for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development. 


3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this 


SoCC.  


3.1.6 Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning 


Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, 


consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act 


2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP 


planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website: 


https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.  


3.1.7 As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council, 


the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a 


neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an 


early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024.  


3.1.8 In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the 


SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring 


authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on 


Thursday 29 February 2024. 


3.1.9 An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1. 


 


Figure 1: The DCO Process  


 


 
  



https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
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4. About RWE 
4.1 The Applicant 


 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd 
 


4.1.1 RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second 


largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK 


electricity. 


4.1.2 In the UK, we currently operate: 


• 10 offshore wind farms 


• 33 onshore wind farms 


• 21 hydro plants 


• 1 biomass plant 


4.1.3 RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track 


record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and 


Ireland. 


4.1.4 The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally 


friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.  


4.1.5 The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities, 


and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects 


that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife. 


 


5. Engagement to date 
 


5.1.1 The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development 


between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023. 


5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims: 


• to introduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the 


Proposed Development and the national need for solar 


• present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options 


• to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our 


early-stage proposals 


• to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development 
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5.1.3 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face 


public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of 


direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes. 


Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the 


Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement 


is summarised in Table 1. 


 


Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date 


Activity Total 


Community Newsletters issued 11,516 


In-person exhibitions  3 


Stakeholder Briefings  8 


Webinars 2 


Website Visitors 400 


 


5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the 


consultation to provide feedback. These included: 


• Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  


• Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost 


PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM) 


• Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  


• Calling the information line (01482 695004) 


5.1.5 In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were 


received. 


5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has 


engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular 


basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the 


Environment Agency and Historic England. 


5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory 


Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the 


website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory 


consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on 


request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3. 


 



http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/





 


 Page 8 


 


5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development 
 


5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from 


consultation through to the Secretary of State decision.  


 


Figure 2 Indicative Proposed Development timeline 
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6. Statutory Consultation under 
section 47 of the 2008 Act  


 


6.1 How we will consult on the proposed 
application 


 


6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six 


weeks starting on Tuesday 7 May 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation responses is 


11.59pm on Tuesday 18 June 2024.  All responses to the consultation must be received by 


the closing date. 


6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and 


interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.   


6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will 


also include: 


• Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency 


and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act). 


• Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43 


of the 2008 Act).  


• Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed 


Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on 


the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) 


 


6.2 Who are we consulting? 
 


6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to 


anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.  


6.2.2 We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of 


communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.  The PCZ has 


been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the 


proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) – within which the solar PV panels, energy storage 


system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also 


extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation.  
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6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider: 


• Existing physical features, such as main roads  


• Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties  


• Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, 


equipment areas or road modifications 


6.2.4 Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by 


the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.  


6.2.5 This will include: 


• parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) 


representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ  


• elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and  


• relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and 


groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups   


6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ 


are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation. 


Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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6.3 Approach to community consultation 
6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, 


meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of 


communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the 


community. 


6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the 


proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.  


 


Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Method Detail 


Inside the primary consultation 
zone  


All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page 
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed 
Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s 
contact details. 


Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.  


Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish 
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation 
opportunities. 


We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the 
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how 
people can get involved in the consultation. 


Outside of the primary 
consultation zone 


We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of 
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and 
direct communication with organisations such as regional 
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the 
PCZ. 


Consultation Events  We will be holding four in-person events at locations spread across 
the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation 
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in 
local news media and in a public notice. 


These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am 
and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate 
different availability.  


Details of the events is available in table 6. 


Webinars  Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One 
webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards 
the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those 
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be 
held in the evening.  


Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars 
will be held on: 


• Wednesday 15 May 2024 


• Tuesday 4 June 2024  


A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those 
unavailable to attend.  
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Project information line and email  Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of 
the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004), 
email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost 
PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). 


The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five 
working days.  


Deposit and information points  Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the 
consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the 
following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3): 


• Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE 


• Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley 


HU17 5NG 


We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation 
remains at the information points throughout the consultation period. 


The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to 
collect from the deposit locations above.  Where possible the 
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event 
venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will 
be able to take hard copies away. 


Project website A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for 
people to find out more information about the proposals and to 
provide feedback.  


All consultation documents will be presented on the website and 
available for download, free of charge from the document library. 
Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit 
locations and consultation events. 


 
 


Table 3:  Details of the deposit locations 


Location  Address Opening times  


Beverley 
Library 


Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE Monday 9:30 am–5 pm 


Tuesday 9:30 am–8 pm 


Wednesday 9:30 am–5 pm 


Thursday 9:30 am–8 pm 


Friday 9:30 am–5 pm 


Saturday 9 am–4 pm 
Sunday Closed 


Leven 
Library 


Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley 
HU17 5NG 


Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm 


 



mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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6.4 What are we consulting on? 
 


6.4.1 We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been 


informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date. 


6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill 


Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials: 


• Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – the PEIR sets out the 


preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes 


photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site. 


• PEIR Non-Technical summary – providing a summary of the findings from the 


Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 


• Consultation Brochure – this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals 


including a summary of each land area and the cable route. 


• Maps – The maps will set out the site areas  


6.4.3 All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website. 


Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to 


request hard copies of the PEIR.  Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available 


at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to 


cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email: 


info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004. 


Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Consultation Materials 


Material Detail 


Consultation newsletter A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-
level overview of the Proposed Development details of the 
consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of 
the public consultation events and signposting to the project website.  


The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via 
emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the 
post. 


The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and 
download on the project website. 


 Consultation Brochure  A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation, 
providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline 
of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can 
take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the 
proposals. 


Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all 
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by 
contacting the communications team. 


The brochure will also be available for download from the project 
website  


Feedback Form A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of 
the Proposed Development. 


The feedback form will be available for completion online via the 
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week 
consultation period. 


Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on 
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at 
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost 
envelopes. 


The feedback form will also be available to download from the 
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL 
SOLAR FARM. 
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Exhibition Banners  Pull up banners will be created to display information about the 
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the 
Proposed Development. 


The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the 
Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for 
further discussions with members of the project team during public 
information events and other meetings. 


Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on 
the project website. 


Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR) 


The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and 
a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental 
effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information 
available at that time.  


It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and 
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development. 


The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website. 
A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take 
away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a 
charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs.  


Non-technical summary of the 
Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report 


The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on 
the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points.  


Technical maps and plans of the 
Project 


Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development 
will also be available on the project website and at the consultation 
events and deposit locations.  


Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying 
charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of 
documents) to be paid for by the recipient. 


Project Website  A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail). 


Publication of the consultation We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within 
both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section 
48 of the Act. 


Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC) 


This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the 
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit 
points and in hard copy on request.  


We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where 
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act. 
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Materials in alternative formats  Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible 
formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages.  


All requests should be made to the communications team by email: 
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004. 


 


Table 5: The Project website and features 


Function Rationale  


Online downloadable copies of 
all the statutory consultation 
material, including: The PEIR, 
consultation brochure, 
exhibition banners, non-tech 
summary of PEIR and feedback 
form 


To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not 
be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will 
ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants 
to participate.  


Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) 


To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to 
contact the project team or attend an in-person event. 


Online Feedback Form To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and 
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.  


Webinar sign-up form To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.      


Contact details  To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further 
questions. 


 


6.5 Consultation Events  
6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about 


the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held 


at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location 


in the PCZ is not available. 


6.5.2 Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each 


consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the 


Proposed Development, including maps. 


6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals. 


6.5.4 Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events. 


  



mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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Table 6:  Details of the consultation events 


Date  Time  Location 


   


Saturday 18 May 
2024 


11am -3pm Tickton Village Hall 


Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ  


Tuesday 21 May 
2024 


1pm-7pm Cottingham Civic Hall 


Market Green, Cottingham, HU16 5QG 


Wednesday 22 May 
2024 


1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall 


North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF  


Monday 3 June 2024 1pm-7pm Wawne Village Hall 


36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH 


 


6.6 Promoting the consultation 
 


6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and 


advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below. 


 


Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Method Detail 


Consultation Newsletter 


 


Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and 
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation 
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory 
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email, 
including local interest groups. 


Press releases  


 


 


To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the 
consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we 
will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of 
consultation.  


This will be sent to the following local and regional media 
outlets. 


Stakeholder briefings  We will issue communications to key political stakeholders, 
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the 
consultation zone. This will provide information about the 
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take 
part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings. 


We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with 
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-
case basis. 


Emails and Letters We will send both emails and letters about the consultation 
programme to: 


• host constituency and neighbouring constituency area 


MPs; 


• key elected representatives at the East Riding of 


Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council 


• host and neighbouring parish councils; 


• host and neighbouring local authorities; 


• local interest groups, such as environmental groups. 


Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation 
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees. 


Statutory notices  Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC and consultation, in 
accordance with section 48 and section 47 of the Act, will be 
published as a joint notice once in a national newspaper (The 
Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two 
successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail 
and Yorkshire Post. 


 







 


 Page 20 


 


Information Posters  Posters including details of the consultation, how to access 
information about the Proposed Development and how to get 
involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within 
and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic 
buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant 
organisations and venues. 


Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring 
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help 
raise awareness of the consultation. 


Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project 
Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the 
proposals and consultation programme.  


Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the 
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage 
younger people and those outside of the PCZ. 


 


6.6.2 Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where 
possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers 
(via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity 
changes will also be published on the project website.  


 


6.7 Wider Engagement 
6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of 


the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the 


Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups, 


residents and landowners who get in touch. 


6.7.2 All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and 


will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to 


share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local 


community. 


 


6.8 Engagement with Seldom Heard groups 
6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all 


stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who 


may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.  


6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation, 


and/or need additional support to access materials, include: 
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• Geographically isolated communities  


• Young People 


• Old People 


• Disabled people and those with learning disabilities  


• People who do not have English as a first language 


 


Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Seldom Heard Groups Consultation Approach 


Older people  Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the 
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of 
the consultation documents.  


Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 


Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats 
and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request). 


Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can 
be easily provided by post. 


Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of 
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 


Disabled people and 
those with learning 
disabilities  


Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats 
and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request). 


Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 


Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of 
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 


Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project 
team. 


Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout 
of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to 
move around.  


Geographically isolated 
communities  


Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the 
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of 
the consultation documents.  


Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost 
address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations. 


Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed 
Development.  


Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with 
further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location. 


Young People Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to 
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage 
with the consultation. 
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6.9 Information Channels 
6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the 


community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, 


request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents. 


These channels are provided in Table 9 below. 


 


Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 


Method Contact Details Hours of operation  


Website  www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7  


Telephone 


 


 


01482 695 004 9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take 
messages outside these hours) 


Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk  24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–5:30pm 
weekdays and responded to within 10 working days) 


Post 


 


 


Freepost PEARTREE HILL 
SOLAR FARM 


24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm 
on weekdays) 


 


6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a 


case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This 


will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an 


alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable 


them to take part in the consultation. 


 


 


  



http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/

mailto:info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk
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7. Responding to the consultation 
7.1 How to respond to the consultation 


 


7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Tuesday 18 June June 2024. 


Responses received after this date may not be considered.  


7.1.2 Consultation responses can be made in the following ways: 


• Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website 


from Tuesday 8 May: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 


• Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be 


handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using 


Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our 


community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as 


detailed in Table 9. 


• Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 


• Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required) 


 


8. How we will use consultation 
feedback 


 


8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All 


feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important 


to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development. 


8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation 


Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has 


shaped and influenced our proposed application.  


8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 


Net Zero as part of the DCO application. 


8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be 


published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and 


protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. 


The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: 


www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.  



http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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9. Further consultation  
 


9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further 


targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and 


proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC. 


 


10. Contact details  
 


10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about 


Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with 


members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below. 


10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the 


details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the 


time of going to print. 


10.1.3 Our communications channels are: 


• Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk  


• Call: 01482 695 004 


• Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp) 


 


 


 


  



mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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Appendices 
 


Appendix 1 – Site Boundary Plan 
 


 
 


 
 


 







 


 


 







consultation events have
moved:

First webinar is now
Wednesday 15 May
2024, 6.30-8pm
Wawne Village Hall
event is now Monday 3
June 2024, 1pm-7pm

 
Table 7 - Methods for
promoting the statutory
consultation for Peartree
Hill Solar Farm

RWE change   Statutory notices to publicise
the SoCC and consultation, in
accordance with section 48
and section 47 of the Act, will
be published as a joint notice.

Table 7 - Methods for
promoting the statutory
consultation for Peartree
Hill Solar Farm

RWE change   Amendment to the local
papers the notice will be
placed in. The Beverley and
Holderness Gazette does not
exist therefore notices will be
placed in the Hull Daily Mail
and Yorkshire Post which both
cover the area of the
proposed development.

 
I also wanted to check whether there is any update on the PPA. I am free all day tomorrow, if
you let me know your availability I would be happy to put a 15min call in your diary to go over
any questions you may have so we can get things moving again?
 
I look forward to hearing from you.
 
Cheers,
Laura Tinker
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Appendix C-5.2 Email to Hull City Council with updated 
SoCC   
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Appendix C-5.3 Updated SoCC  
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Purpose of the document 
 

1.1.1 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this 

Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new 

solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed 

Development”). 

1.1.2 The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity 

of the Proposed Development about the proposals.   

1.1.3 Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders 

helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape 

the Proposed Development. 

1.1.4 This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application 

for development consent. It includes: 

• A description of the consenting process we must follow 

• What we will be consulting on 

• Who we will consult 

• How we will consult  

• How people can respond to the consultation 

• How we will use the consultation feedback responses  

1.1.5 Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a 

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 

(“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 

Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).  

1.1.6 This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires 

applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community 

regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with 

this statement.  

1.1.7 As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an 

environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how we intend to 

publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with 

Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)  
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1.1.8 In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out 

how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in 

land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community 

consultation activities set out in this document.   

 

2. Peartree Hill Solar Farm  
2.1 The Proposed Development 

 

2.1.1 The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative 

boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into 

the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable. 

2.1.2 The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up 

of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. 

These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation 

and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:  

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick 

Area B: Land North West of Long Riston 

Area C: Land West of Arnold 

Area D: Land South of the A1035 

Area E: Land East of Weel 

Area F: Land North of Wawne 

2.1.3 The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and na-

tional climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to 

power approximately 136,000 homes.1 

2.1.4 The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to dis-

placing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to 

taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year. 

 
1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the 

UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables) 
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment 
 

2.2.1 The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) 

development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2017. 

2.2.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely 

significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether 

appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental 

effects.  The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement 

containing the findings of the EIA. 

2.2.3 An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023. 

Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues 

relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The 

Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-

content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-

%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf  

2.2.4 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental 

Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental 

effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will 

help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.  

2.2.5 The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the 

statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application 

and EIA are finalised for submission.  

 

3. The consenting process   
3.1.1 As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree 

Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to 

submit an application for a DCO. 

3.1.2 If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an 

examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation 

on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net 

Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application.  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
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3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people 

living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders. 

3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent 

Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act requires us to 

consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed 

under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the 

subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48 

of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 

Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees 

for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development. 

3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this 

SoCC.  

3.1.6 Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning 

Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, 

consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act 

2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP 

planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website: 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.  

3.1.7 As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council, 

the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a 

neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an 

early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024.  

3.1.8 In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the 

SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring 

authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on 

Thursday 29 February 2024. 

3.1.9 An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: The DCO Process  

 

 
  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
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4. About RWE 
4.1 The Applicant 

 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd 
 

4.1.1 RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second 

largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK 

electricity. 

4.1.2 In the UK, we currently operate: 

• 10 offshore wind farms 

• 33 onshore wind farms 

• 21 hydro plants 

• 1 biomass plant 

4.1.3 RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track 

record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and 

Ireland. 

4.1.4 The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally 

friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.  

4.1.5 The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities, 

and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects 

that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife. 

 

5. Engagement to date 
 

5.1.1 The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development 

between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023. 

5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims: 

• to introduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the 

Proposed Development and the national need for solar 

• present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options 

• to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our 

early-stage proposals 

• to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development 
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5.1.3 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face 

public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of 

direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes. 

Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the 

Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement 

is summarised in Table 1. 

 

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date 

Activity Total 

Community Newsletters issued 11,516 

In-person exhibitions  3 

Stakeholder Briefings  8 

Webinars 2 

Website Visitors 400 

 

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the 

consultation to provide feedback. These included: 

• Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  

• Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost 

PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM) 

• Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  

• Calling the information line (01482 695004) 

5.1.5 In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were 

received. 

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has 

engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular 

basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the 

Environment Agency and Historic England. 

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory 

Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the 

website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory 

consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on 

request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3. 

 

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development 
 

5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from 

consultation through to the Secretary of State decision.  

 

Figure 2 Indicative Proposed Development timeline 
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6. Statutory Consultation under 
section 47 of the 2008 Act  

 

6.1 How we will consult on the proposed 
application 

 

6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six 

weeks starting on Tuesday 7 May 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation responses is 

11.59pm on Tuesday 18 June 2024.  All responses to the consultation must be received by 

the closing date. 

6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and 

interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.   

6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will 

also include: 

• Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency 

and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act). 

• Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43 

of the 2008 Act).  

• Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed 

Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on 

the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) 

 

6.2 Who are we consulting? 
 

6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to 

anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.  

6.2.2 We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of 

communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.  The PCZ has 

been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the 

proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) – within which the solar PV panels, energy storage 

system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also 

extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation.  
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6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider: 

• Existing physical features, such as main roads  

• Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties  

• Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, 

equipment areas or road modifications 

6.2.4 Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by 

the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.  

6.2.5 This will include: 

• parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) 

representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ  

• elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and  

• relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and 

groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups   

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ 

are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation. 

Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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6.3 Approach to community consultation 
6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, 

meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of 

communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the 

community. 

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the 

proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.  

 

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Method Detail 

Inside the primary consultation 
zone  

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page 
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed 
Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s 
contact details. 

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.  

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish 
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation 
opportunities. 

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the 
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how 
people can get involved in the consultation. 

Outside of the primary 
consultation zone 

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of 
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and 
direct communication with organisations such as regional 
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the 
PCZ. 

Consultation Events  We will be holding four in-person events at locations spread across 
the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation 
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in 
local news media and in a public notice. 

These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am 
and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate 
different availability.  

Details of the events is available in table 6. 

Webinars  Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One 
webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards 
the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those 
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be 
held in the evening.  

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars 
will be held on: 

• Wednesday 15 May 2024 

• Tuesday 4 June 2024  

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those 
unavailable to attend.  
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Project information line and email  Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of 
the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004), 
email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost 
PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). 

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five 
working days.  

Deposit and information points  Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the 
consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the 
following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3): 

• Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE 

• Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley 

HU17 5NG 

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation 
remains at the information points throughout the consultation period. 

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to 
collect from the deposit locations above.  Where possible the 
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event 
venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will 
be able to take hard copies away. 

Project website A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for 
people to find out more information about the proposals and to 
provide feedback.  

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and 
available for download, free of charge from the document library. 
Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit 
locations and consultation events. 

 
 

Table 3:  Details of the deposit locations 

Location  Address Opening times  

Beverley 
Library 

Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE Monday 9:30 am–5 pm 

Tuesday 9:30 am–8 pm 

Wednesday 9:30 am–5 pm 

Thursday 9:30 am–8 pm 

Friday 9:30 am–5 pm 

Saturday 9 am–4 pm 
Sunday Closed 

Leven 
Library 

Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley 
HU17 5NG 

Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm 

 

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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6.4 What are we consulting on? 
 

6.4.1 We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been 

informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date. 

6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill 

Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials: 

• Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – the PEIR sets out the 

preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes 

photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site. 

• PEIR Non-Technical summary – providing a summary of the findings from the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 

• Consultation Brochure – this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals 

including a summary of each land area and the cable route. 

• Maps – The maps will set out the site areas  

6.4.3 All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website. 

Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to 

request hard copies of the PEIR.  Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available 

at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to 

cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email: 

info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004. 

Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Consultation Materials 

Material Detail 

Consultation newsletter A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-
level overview of the Proposed Development details of the 
consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of 
the public consultation events and signposting to the project website.  

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via 
emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the 
post. 

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and 
download on the project website. 

 Consultation Brochure  A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation, 
providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline 
of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can 
take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the 
proposals. 

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all 
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by 
contacting the communications team. 

The brochure will also be available for download from the project 
website  

Feedback Form A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of 
the Proposed Development. 

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the 
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week 
consultation period. 

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on 
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at 
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost 
envelopes. 

The feedback form will also be available to download from the 
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL 
SOLAR FARM. 
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Exhibition Banners  Pull up banners will be created to display information about the 
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the 
Proposed Development. 

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the 
Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for 
further discussions with members of the project team during public 
information events and other meetings. 

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on 
the project website. 

Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR) 

The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and 
a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental 
effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information 
available at that time.  

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and 
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development. 

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website. 
A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take 
away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a 
charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs.  

Non-technical summary of the 
Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report 

The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on 
the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points.  

Technical maps and plans of the 
Project 

Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development 
will also be available on the project website and at the consultation 
events and deposit locations.  

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying 
charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of 
documents) to be paid for by the recipient. 

Project Website  A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail). 

Publication of the consultation We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within 
both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section 
48 of the Act. 

Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC) 

This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the 
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit 
points and in hard copy on request.  

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where 
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act. 
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Materials in alternative formats  Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible 
formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages.  

All requests should be made to the communications team by email: 
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004. 

 

Table 5: The Project website and features 

Function Rationale  

Online downloadable copies of 
all the statutory consultation 
material, including: The PEIR, 
consultation brochure, 
exhibition banners, non-tech 
summary of PEIR and feedback 
form 

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not 
be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will 
ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants 
to participate.  

Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) 

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to 
contact the project team or attend an in-person event. 

Online Feedback Form To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and 
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.  

Webinar sign-up form To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.      

Contact details  To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further 
questions. 

 

6.5 Consultation Events  
6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about 

the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held 

at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location 

in the PCZ is not available. 

6.5.2 Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each 

consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the 

Proposed Development, including maps. 

6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals. 

6.5.4 Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events. 

  

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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Table 6:  Details of the consultation events 

Date  Time  Location 

   

Saturday 18 May 
2024 

11am -3pm Tickton Village Hall 

Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ  

Tuesday 21 May 
2024 

1pm-7pm Cottingham Civic Hall 

Market Green, Cottingham, HU16 5QG 

Wednesday 22 May 
2024 

1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall 

North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF  

Monday 3 June 2024 1pm-7pm Wawne Village Hall 

36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH 

 

6.6 Promoting the consultation 
 

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and 

advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below. 

 

Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Method Detail 

Consultation Newsletter 

 

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and 
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation 
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory 
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email, 
including local interest groups. 

Press releases  

 

 

To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the 
consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we 
will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of 
consultation.  

This will be sent to the following local and regional media 
outlets. 

Stakeholder briefings  We will issue communications to key political stakeholders, 
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the 
consultation zone. This will provide information about the 
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take 
part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings. 

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with 
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-
case basis. 

Emails and Letters We will send both emails and letters about the consultation 
programme to: 

• host constituency and neighbouring constituency area 

MPs; 

• key elected representatives at the East Riding of 

Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council 

• host and neighbouring parish councils; 

• host and neighbouring local authorities; 

• local interest groups, such as environmental groups. 

Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation 
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees. 

Statutory notices  Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC and consultation, in 
accordance with section 48 and section 47 of the Act, will be 
published as a joint notice once in a national newspaper (The 
Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two 
successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail 
and Yorkshire Post. 
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Information Posters  Posters including details of the consultation, how to access 
information about the Proposed Development and how to get 
involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within 
and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic 
buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant 
organisations and venues. 

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring 
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help 
raise awareness of the consultation. 

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project 
Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the 
proposals and consultation programme.  

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the 
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage 
younger people and those outside of the PCZ. 

 

6.6.2 Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where 
possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers 
(via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity 
changes will also be published on the project website.  

 

6.7 Wider Engagement 
6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of 

the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the 

Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups, 

residents and landowners who get in touch. 

6.7.2 All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and 

will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to 

share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local 

community. 

 

6.8 Engagement with Seldom Heard groups 
6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all 

stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who 

may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.  

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation, 

and/or need additional support to access materials, include: 
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• Geographically isolated communities  

• Young People 

• Old People 

• Disabled people and those with learning disabilities  

• People who do not have English as a first language 

 

Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Seldom Heard Groups Consultation Approach 

Older people  Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the 
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of 
the consultation documents.  

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats 
and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request). 

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can 
be easily provided by post. 

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of 
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 

Disabled people and 
those with learning 
disabilities  

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats 
and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request). 

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of 
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project 
team. 

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout 
of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to 
move around.  

Geographically isolated 
communities  

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the 
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of 
the consultation documents.  

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost 
address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations. 

Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed 
Development.  

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with 
further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location. 

Young People Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to 
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage 
with the consultation. 
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6.9 Information Channels 
6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the 

community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, 

request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents. 

These channels are provided in Table 9 below. 

 

Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

Method Contact Details Hours of operation  

Website  www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7  

Telephone 

 

 

01482 695 004 9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take 
messages outside these hours) 

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk  24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–5:30pm 
weekdays and responded to within 10 working days) 

Post 

 

 

Freepost PEARTREE HILL 
SOLAR FARM 

24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm 
on weekdays) 

 

6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a 

case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This 

will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an 

alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable 

them to take part in the consultation. 

 

 

  

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk
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7. Responding to the consultation 
7.1 How to respond to the consultation 

 

7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Tuesday 18 June June 2024. 

Responses received after this date may not be considered.  

7.1.2 Consultation responses can be made in the following ways: 

• Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website 

from Tuesday 8 May: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

• Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be 

handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using 

Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our 

community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as 

detailed in Table 9. 

• Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

• Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required) 

 

8. How we will use consultation 
feedback 

 

8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All 

feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important 

to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development. 

8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation 

Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has 

shaped and influenced our proposed application.  

8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 

Net Zero as part of the DCO application. 

8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be 

published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and 

protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. 

The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: 

www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.  

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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9. Further consultation  
 

9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further 

targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and 

proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC. 

 

10. Contact details  
 

10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about 

Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with 

members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below. 

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the 

details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the 

time of going to print. 

10.1.3 Our communications channels are: 

• Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk  

• Call: 01482 695 004 

• Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp) 

 

 

 

  

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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Appendices 
 

Appendix 1 – Site Boundary Plan 
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Appendix C-6 Emails with updated consul-
tation dates and final SoCC 

Appendix C-6.1 Email to East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
with updated consultation dates and final SoCC  
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Appendix C-6.2 Email to Hull City Council with updated 
consultation dates and final SoCC  
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Appendix C-7 Final SoCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 
Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
Statement of Community  
Consultation  
 
April 2024 



 

 

 

Contents 

 

1. Introduction ...........................................................................................................................................2 

1.1 Purpose of the document ..............................................................................................................2 

2. Peartree Hill Solar Farm ........................................................................................................................3 

2.1 The Proposed Development ..........................................................................................................3 

2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment ...............................................................................................4 

3. The Consenting process ........................................................................................................................4 

4. About RWE ............................................................................................................................................6 

4.1 The Applicant .................................................................................................................................6 

5. Engagement to date ..............................................................................................................................6 

5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development ............................................................................................8 

6. Statutory Consultation under section 47 of the 2008 Act ....................................................................9 

6.1 How we will consult on the proposed application ........................................................................9 

6.2 Who are we consulting? ................................................................................................................9 

6.3 Approach to community consultation........................................................................................ 11 

6.4 What are we consulting on? ....................................................................................................... 14 

6.5 Consultation Events .................................................................................................................... 17 

6.6 Promoting the consultation ....................................................................................................... 19 

6.7 Wider Engagement ..................................................................................................................... 21 

6.8 Engagement with Seldom Heard groups .................................................................................... 21 

6.9 Information Channels ................................................................................................................. 24 

7. Responding to the consultation ......................................................................................................... 25 

7.1 How to respond to the consultation .......................................................................................... 25 

8. How we will use consultation feedback ............................................................................................. 25 

9. Further consultation ........................................................................................................................... 26 

10. Contact details .................................................................................................................................... 26 

Appendices ................................................................................................................................................. 27 

Appendix 1 – Site Boundary Plan ........................................................................................................... 27 

 

 

 

  



 

 Page 2 

 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Purpose of the document 
 

1.1.1 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this 

Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new 

solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed 

Development”). 

1.1.2 The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity 

of the Proposed Development about the proposals.   

1.1.3 Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders 

helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape 

the Proposed Development. 

1.1.4 This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application 

for development consent. It includes: 

• A description of the consenting process we must follow 

• What we will be consulting on 

• Who we will consult 

• How we will consult  

• How people can respond to the consultation 

• How we will use the consultation feedback responses  

1.1.5 Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a 

Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 

(“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 

Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).  

1.1.6 This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires 

applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community 

regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with 

this statement.  

1.1.7 As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an 

environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how we intend to 

publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with 

Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)  
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1.1.8 In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out 

how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in 

land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community 

consultation activities set out in this document.   

 

2. Peartree Hill Solar Farm  
2.1 The Proposed Development 

 

2.1.1 The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative 

boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into 

the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable. 

2.1.2 The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up 

of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. 

These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation 

and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:  

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick 

Area B: Land North West of Long Riston 

Area C: Land West of Arnold 

Area D: Land South of the A1035 

Area E: Land East of Weel 

Area F: Land North of Wawne 

2.1.3 The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and na-

tional climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to 

power approximately 136,000 homes.1 

2.1.4 The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to dis-

placing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to 

taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year. 

 
1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the 

UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables) 
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment 
 

2.2.1 The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) 

development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2017. 

2.2.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely 

significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether 

appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental 

effects.  The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement 

containing the findings of the EIA. 

2.2.3 An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023. 

Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues 

relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The 

Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-

content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-

%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf  

2.2.4 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental 

Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental 

effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will 

help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.  

2.2.5 The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the 

statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application 

and EIA are finalised for submission.  

 

3. The consenting process   
3.1.1 As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree 

Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to 

submit an application for a DCO. 

3.1.2 If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an 

examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation 

on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net 

Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application.  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf
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3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people 

living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders. 

3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent 

Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act requires us to 

consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed 

under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the 

subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48 

of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 

Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees 

for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development. 

3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this 

SoCC.  

3.1.6 Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning 

Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, 

consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act 

2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP 

planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website: 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.  

3.1.7 As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council, 

the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a 

neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an 

early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024.  

3.1.8 In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the 

SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring 

authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on 

Thursday 29 February 2024. 

3.1.9 An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: The DCO Process  

 

 
  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/
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4. About RWE 
4.1 The Applicant 

 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd 
 

4.1.1 RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second 

largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK 

electricity. 

4.1.2 In the UK, we currently operate: 

• 10 offshore wind farms 

• 33 onshore wind farms 

• 21 hydro plants 

• 1 biomass plant 

4.1.3 RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track 

record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and 

Ireland. 

4.1.4 The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally 

friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.  

4.1.5 The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities, 

and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects 

that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife. 

 

5. Engagement to date 
 

5.1.1 The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development 

between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023. 

5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims: 

• to introduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the 

Proposed Development and the national need for solar 

• present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options 

• to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our 

early-stage proposals 

• to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development 
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5.1.3 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face 

public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of 

direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes. 

Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the 

Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement 

is summarised in Table 1. 

 

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date 

Activity Total 

Community Newsletters issued 11,516 

In-person exhibitions  3 

Stakeholder Briefings  8 

Webinars 2 

Website Visitors 400 

 

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the 

consultation to provide feedback. These included: 

• Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  

• Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost 

PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM) 

• Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)  

• Calling the information line (01482 695004) 

5.1.5 In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were 

received. 

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has 

engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular 

basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the 

Environment Agency and Historic England. 

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory 

Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the 

website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory 

consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on 

request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3. 

 

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development 
 

5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from 

consultation through to the Secretary of State decision.  

 

Figure 2 Indicative Proposed Development timeline 
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6. Statutory Consultation under 
section 47 of the 2008 Act  

 

6.1 How we will consult on the proposed 
application 

 

6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six 

weeks starting on Wednesday 15 May 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation 

responses is 11.59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024.  All responses to the consultation must 

be received by the closing date. 

6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and 

interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.   

6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will 

also include: 

• Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency 

and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act). 

• Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43 

of the 2008 Act).  

• Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed 

Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on 

the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act) 

 

6.2 Who are we consulting? 
 

6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to 

anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.  

6.2.2 We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of 

communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.  The PCZ has 

been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the 

proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) – within which the solar PV panels, energy storage 

system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also 

extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation.  
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6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider: 

• Existing physical features, such as main roads  

• Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties  

• Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, 

equipment areas or road modifications 

6.2.4 Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by 

the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.  

6.2.5 This will include: 

• parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) 

representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ  

• elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and  

• relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and 

groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups   

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ 

are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation. 

Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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6.3 Approach to community consultation 
6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, 

meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of 

communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the 

community. 

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the 

proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.  

 

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Method Detail 

Inside the primary consultation 
zone  

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page 
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed 
Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s 
contact details. 

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.  

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish 
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation 
opportunities. 

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the 
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how 
people can get involved in the consultation. 

Outside of the primary 
consultation zone 

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of 
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and 
direct communication with organisations such as regional 
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the 
PCZ. 

Consultation Events  We will be holding four in-person events at locations spread across 
the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation 
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in 
local news media and in a public notice. 

These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am 
and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate 
different availability.  

Details of the events is available in table 6. 

Webinars  Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One 
webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards 
the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those 
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be 
held in the evening.  

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars 
will be held on: 

• Tuesday 28 May 2024 

• Wednesday 12 June 2024  

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those 
unavailable to attend.  
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Project information line and email  Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of 
the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004), 
email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost 
PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). 

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five 
working days.  

Deposit and information points  Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the 
consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the 
following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3): 

• Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE 

• Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley 

HU17 5NG 

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation 
remains at the information points throughout the consultation period. 

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to 
collect from the deposit locations above.  Where possible the 
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event 
venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will 
be able to take hard copies away. 

Project website A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for 
people to find out more information about the proposals and to 
provide feedback.  

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and 
available for download, free of charge from the document library. 
Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit 
locations and consultation events. 

 
 

Table 3:  Details of the deposit locations 

Location  Address Opening times  

Beverley 
Library 

Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE Monday 9:30 am–5 pm 

Tuesday 9:30 am–8 pm 

Wednesday 9:30 am–5 pm 

Thursday 9:30 am–8 pm 

Friday 9:30 am–5 pm 

Saturday 9 am–4 pm 
Sunday Closed 

Leven 
Library 

Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley 
HU17 5NG 

Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm 

 

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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6.4 What are we consulting on? 
 

6.4.1 We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been 

informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date. 

6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill 

Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials: 

• Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – the PEIR sets out the 

preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes 

photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site. 

• PEIR Non-Technical summary – providing a summary of the findings from the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 

• Consultation Brochure – this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals 

including a summary of each land area and the cable route. 

• Maps – The maps will set out the site areas  

6.4.3 All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website. 

Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to 

request hard copies of the PEIR.  Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available 

at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to 

cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email: 

info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004. 

Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Consultation Materials 

Material Detail 

Consultation newsletter A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-
level overview of the Proposed Development details of the 
consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of 
the public consultation events and signposting to the project website.  

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via 
emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the 
post. 

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and 
download on the project website. 

 Consultation Brochure  A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation, 
providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline 
of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can 
take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the 
proposals. 

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all 
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by 
contacting the communications team. 

The brochure will also be available for download from the project 
website  

Feedback Form A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of 
the Proposed Development. 

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the 
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week 
consultation period. 

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on 
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at 
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost 
envelopes. 

The feedback form will also be available to download from the 
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL 
SOLAR FARM. 
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Exhibition Banners  Pull up banners will be created to display information about the 
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the 
Proposed Development. 

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the 
Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for 
further discussions with members of the project team during public 
information events and other meetings. 

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on 
the project website. 

Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report (PEIR) 

The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and 
a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental 
effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information 
available at that time.  

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and 
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development. 

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website. 
A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take 
away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a 
charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs.  

Non-technical summary of the 
Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report 

The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental 
Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on 
the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points.  

Technical maps and plans of the 
Project 

Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development 
will also be available on the project website and at the consultation 
events and deposit locations.  

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying 
charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of 
documents) to be paid for by the recipient. 

Project Website  A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail). 

Publication of the consultation We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within 
both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section 
48 of the Act. 

Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC) 

This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the 
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit 
points and in hard copy on request.  

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where 
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act. 
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Materials in alternative formats  Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible 
formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages.  

All requests should be made to the communications team by email: 
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004. 

 

Table 5: The Project website and features 

Function Rationale  

Online downloadable copies of 
all the statutory consultation 
material, including: The PEIR, 
consultation brochure, 
exhibition banners, non-tech 
summary of PEIR and feedback 
form 

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not 
be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will 
ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants 
to participate.  

Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) 

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to 
contact the project team or attend an in-person event. 

Online Feedback Form To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and 
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.  

Webinar sign-up form To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.      

Contact details  To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further 
questions. 

 

6.5 Consultation Events  
6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about 

the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held 

at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location 

in the PCZ is not available. 

6.5.2 Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each 

consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the 

Proposed Development, including maps. 

6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals. 

6.5.4 Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events. 

  

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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Table 6:  Details of the consultation events 

Date  Time  Location 

Tuesday 21 May 
2024 

1pm-7pm Cottingham Civic Hall 

Market Green, Cottingham, HU16 5QG 

Wednesday 22 May 
2024 

1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall 

North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF  

Saturday 1 June 2024 11am-3pm Tickton Village Hall 

Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ 

Monday 3 June 2024 1pm-6.30pm Wawne Village Hall 

36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH 
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6.6 Promoting the consultation 
 

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and 

advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below. 

 

Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Method Detail 

Consultation Newsletter 

 

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and 
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation 
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory 
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email, 
including local interest groups. 

Press releases  

 

 

To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the 
consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we 
will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of 
consultation.  

This will be sent to the following local and regional media 
outlets. 

Stakeholder briefings  We will issue communications to key political stakeholders, 
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the 
consultation zone. This will provide information about the 
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take 
part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings. 

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with 
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-
case basis. 

Emails and Letters We will send both emails and letters about the consultation 
programme to: 

• host constituency and neighbouring constituency area 

MPs; 

• key elected representatives at the East Riding of 

Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council 

• host and neighbouring parish councils; 

• host and neighbouring local authorities; 

• local interest groups, such as environmental groups. 

Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation 
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees. 

Statutory notices  Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC and consultation, in 
accordance with section 48 and section 47 of the Act, will be 
published as a joint notice once in a national newspaper (The 
Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two 
successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail 
and Yorkshire Post. 
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Information Posters  Posters including details of the consultation, how to access 
information about the Proposed Development and how to get 
involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within 
and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic 
buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant 
organisations and venues. 

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring 
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help 
raise awareness of the consultation. 

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project 
Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the 
proposals and consultation programme.  

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the 
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage 
younger people and those outside of the PCZ. 

 

6.6.2 Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where 
possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers 
(via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity 
changes will also be published on the project website.  

 

6.7 Wider Engagement 
6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of 

the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the 

Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups, 

residents and landowners who get in touch. 

6.7.2 All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and 

will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to 

share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local 

community. 

 

6.8 Engagement with Seldom Heard groups 
6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all 

stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who 

may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.  

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation, 

and/or need additional support to access materials, include: 
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• Geographically isolated communities  

• Young People 

• Old People 

• Disabled people and those with learning disabilities  

• People who do not have English as a first language 

 

Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 
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Seldom Heard Groups Consultation Approach 

Older people  Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the 
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of 
the consultation documents.  

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats 
and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request). 

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can 
be easily provided by post. 

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of 
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 

Disabled people and 
those with learning 
disabilities  

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats 
and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request). 

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation 
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost 
and the information phoneline. 

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of 
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses. 

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project 
team. 

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout 
of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to 
move around.  

Geographically isolated 
communities  

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the 
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of 
the consultation documents.  

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost 
address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations. 

Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed 
Development.  

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with 
further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location. 

Young People Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to 
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage 
with the consultation. 
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6.9 Information Channels 
6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the 

community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, 

request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents. 

These channels are provided in Table 9 below. 

 

Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

Method Contact Details Hours of operation  

Website  www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7  

Telephone 

 

 

01482 695 004 9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take 
messages outside these hours) 

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk  24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–5:30pm 
weekdays and responded to within 10 working days) 

Post 

 

 

Freepost PEARTREE HILL 
SOLAR FARM 

24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm 
on weekdays) 

 

6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a 

case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This 

will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an 

alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable 

them to take part in the consultation. 

 

 

  

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk
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7. Responding to the consultation 
7.1 How to respond to the consultation 

 

7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024. 

Responses received after this date may not be considered.  

7.1.2 Consultation responses can be made in the following ways: 

• Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website 

from Wednesday 15 May: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

• Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be 

handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using 

Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our 

community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as 

detailed in Table 9. 

• Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

• Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required) 

 

8. How we will use consultation 
feedback 

 

8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All 

feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important 

to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development. 

8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation 

Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has 

shaped and influenced our proposed application.  

8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and 

Net Zero as part of the DCO application. 

8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be 

published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and 

protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. 

The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: 

www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.  

http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
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9. Further consultation  
 

9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further 

targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and 

proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC. 

 

10. Contact details  
 

10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about 

Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with 

members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below. 

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the 

details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the 

time of going to print. 

10.1.3 Our communications channels are: 

• Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk  

• Call: 01482 695 004 

• Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp) 

 

 

 

  

mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
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Appendices 
 

Appendix 1 – Site Boundary Plan 
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Appendix C-8 Section 47 and Section 48 
Notice  

Appendix C-8.1 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice 
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Appendix C-8.2 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Guard-
ian 
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Appendix C-8.3 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Hull 
Daily Mail 
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Appendix C-8.4 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice York-
shire Post   
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Appendix C-8.5 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice London 
Gazette 
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Appendix C-9 Website screenshot showing 
SoCC  



Appendix C-9 Website screenshot showing 
SoCC can be downloaded 
 

 



 

 

 

RWE Renewables UK Limited 

Windmill Hill Business Park, 
Whitehill Way, 

Swindon, 

Wiltshire, 

England, 

SN5 6PB 

www.rwe.com 
 
RWE Aktiengesellschaft 

RWE Platz 1 
45141 Essen, Germany 
Germany 
www.rwe.com 
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