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RWE

Purpose of this document

This document the Consultation Report Appendices contains information relevant
to the Consultation Report [EN010157/APP/5.1]. The Consultation Report has
been prepared by RWE (as the Applicant) to accompany an application for a
Development Consent Order for Peartree Hill Solar Farm (the Proposed

Development).

The report is submitted in accordance with section 37(3)(c) of the Planning Act
2008 (PA 2008), which requires that any application for an order granting

development consent must be accompanied by a consultation report.

This document contains information which evidences or supports the information

provided in the Consultation Report [EN010157/APP/5.1].

Structure of this document

The Appendices are as far as possible the order that are referenced within that

report.

A list is provided below in Table 1-1 of the documents within Appendix C.

Table 1-1 List of documents in Appendix C

Appendix C-1.1

Email sharing consultation strategy with
East Riding of Yorkshire Council

Appendix C-1.2

Draft Consultation Strategy

Appendix C-2.1

Email sharing early draft SoCC with East
Riding of Yorkshire Council

Appendix C-2.2

Email sharing early draft SoCC with Hull
City Council

Appendix C-2.3

Draft SoCC

Appendix C-3.1

Email sharing SoCC for consultation with
East Riding of Yorkshire Council

Appendix C-3.2

Email sharing SoCC for consultation with
Hull City Council

Appendix C-3.3

Copy of the draft SoCC provided to local
authorities for consultation
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Appendix C-3.4

Chaser email asking for comments on
SoCC to Hull City Council

Appendix C-4.1

Email with comments on draft SoCC
from East Riding of Yorkshire Council

Appendix C-4.2

Marked up SoCC from East Riding of
Yorkshire Council

Appendix C-5.1

Email to East Riding of Yorkshire with
updated SoCC

Appendix C-5.2

Email to Hull City Council with updated
SoCC

Appendix C-5.3

Updated SoCC

Appendix C-6.1

Email to East Riding of Yorkshire
Council with updated consultation dates
and final SoCC

Appendix C-6.2

Email to Hull City Council with updated
consultation dates and final SoCC

Appendix C-7

Final SoCC

Appendix C-8.1

Section 47 and Section 48 Notice

Appendix C-8.2

Section 47 and Section 48 Notice
Guardian

Appendix C-8.3

Section 47 and Section 48 Notice Hull
Daily Mail

Appendix C-8.4

Section 47 and Section 48 Notice
Yorkshire Post

Appendix C-8.5

Section 47 and Section 48 Notice
London Gazette

Appendix C-9

Website screenshot showing SoCC can
be downloaded
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RE: New NSIP Briefing

Laura Tinker
Fri 2023-08-25 15:09

@J 2 attachments (13 MB)

Peartree Hill Solar Non-statutory consultation - Communications and Engagement Strategy DRAFT.docx; LPA Meeting Peartree Hill .pptx;

Good afternoon Joanne, Stephen and Anna,

Thank you for your time on Wednesday. It was great to meet you and get the opportunity to introduce Peartree Hill
Solar Farm (the Project). Please find below the main actions and points of note from the call as | understood them,
let me know if there are any that | have missed:

* Joanne Marshall will be the main point of contact for East Riding of Yorkshire (ERY) Council

Peartree Hill Solar will share our ‘Non-statutory consultation — Communications and Engagement Strategy
draft’ with the ERY (see attached)

ERY requested that the Project give planning officers a heads up before contacting Members and Parish
Councillor’s. I can confirm that the Project will do this ahead of any Member or Councillor engagement.

ERY and Project agreed that they would share their PPA templates with each other and will meet again in the
coming weeks to further discuss PPAs and the preferred template. The Project aim to share their PPA
template with ERY next week.

e ERY requested that the Project provide a formal introduction email so that the ERY can set up a pre-app.
Would this email serve that purpose? | attached the slides from Wednesdays call for your information which
set out the proposed project timelines etc. It was confirmed on our call that all information provided will
remain confidential until Project launch.

Thanks for ERYs advice regarding contacting members. Based on this feedback, the Project will delay member
outreach until Monday 4th September, when we will inform and offer briefings to East Riding Leadership,
relevant ward members and relevant Parish councils. We would then expect briefings to take place in that 5
week period ahead of a 9th October non-statutory consultation launch.

Additionally, at the end of the call | noted that we had requests for officer details and further information from ERY.
Could the following please be provided:

e Officer name and contact details (landscape, ecology, heritage etc) so that we can start engaging them
regarding scoping
Contact details for the relevant EHOs
Availability for a follow up meeting to discuss PPAs, and then for regular meetings going forward.

Kind regards,

Laura Tinker
BA, MPlan, MRTPI
Associate

dwdllp.com

Chartered Surveyors & Town Planners
6 New Bridge Street, London, EC4V 6AB

DWD is the trading name of Dalton Warner Davis LLP, a Limited Liability Partnership. Registered in England No. OC304838. Registered Office: 6 New Bridge Street, London
ECA4V 6AB. This e-mail (and any attachments) may be confidential and privileged and exempt from disclosure under law. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify

the sender immediately and delete the email. Any unauthorised disclosure, copying or dissemination is strictly prohibited.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the document

JBM Solar is preparing a Development Consent Order (DCO) application for a new 320+MW solar energy, storage proposals and
associated cable routes on land located 3km east of Beverley, within the authority area of East Riding of Yorkshire Council.

This document is a communications and engagement strategy which sets out the approach for engaging and consulting with the
affected communities, elected members and statutory stakeholders in relation to JBM'’s proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. The
document outlines the organisations who should be engaged, the methods through which we can engage and the proposed
timeline.

This document focuses on the informal engagement, non-statutory and statutory consultation periods. The document will be
updated after non-statutory consultation to capture learning from the initial consultation and again when the application is submitted
to the Planning Inspectorate to reflect the acceptance and examination stage.

Many of the project team will engage with stakeholders. It is important a consistent approach to messaging is provided across the
specialists to avoid conflict and protect JBM Solar’s reputation. A ways-of-working document is [in development] outlining how all
engagement will be captured throughout the project. The below outlines the different stakeholder groups and the teams who will
lead their engagement:
¢ Planning Inspectorate: JBM Solar/ DWD
e Local authority
o Officers (led by DWD)
o technical specialists (led by RSK)
o elected members (led by Cavendish)
e Environmental bodies (led by RSK)
e Land interest (led by Ardent): Whilst some of those with an interest in land will also be part of the local community, a
separate land engagement plan will be produced to meet the specific requirements and needs of those with land interests.

4|Page
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Our objectives are:

Deliver engaging and inclusive communications and consultations which encourages involvement in the development
process.

Build trust with key stakeholders, securing buy-in and generating advocacy for the project.

Communicate effectively the benefits of the projects and impacts.

Build positive the best possible relationship with the communities, including landowners, impacted by the project.
Build and protect JBM Solar's reputation as a developer of solar in the UK.

How will we get there:

Meeting all the regulatory requirements outlined by legislation and best proactive.

Involving stakeholders early on through the non-statutory consultation and meetings which will facilitate collaborative
decision-making and helps shape the project's design and build trust and open communication between the project team,
community and stakeholders.

Responding quickly (within 5 working days) to enquiries and demonstrating a genuine commitment to listening, incorporating
feedback, and addressing concerns.

Engaging widely within the community to identify potential advocates, by clearly communicating the project's objectives and
how it aligns with the UK’s broader energy and sustainability goals.

Multiple methods of communication and engagement to gather feedback, opinions, concerns, and suggestions from
residents, businesses, and other interested parties. In between the periods of consultation, we will continue to engage with
stakeholders and capture their feedback to feed into the design.

A separate key messages and FAQ document is [in development]. This will be a live document regularly updated as the project
progresses. It will be the project story and used to answer stakeholders’ questions and to develop consultation documents.

5|Page
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2. Approach

2.1 Engagement phases

As has become the standard for NSIP proposals we intend to undertake two phases of consultation. The initial consultation period
will be the first opportunity for us to inform the local community about the proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.

Our initial phase on engagement will focus on introducing the project to key stakeholders, gaining views on our approach to
consultation and identifying any key concerns and issues. This will be followed by a 4-week non-statutory consultation, including
public drop-in events, webinars and collaborative workshops for community representatives. During the informal and non-statutory
consultation, we will introduce the early-stage proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm and initiate a constructive dialogue with the
community.

The community feedback received will be instrumental in refining and enhancing the proposals as we progress towards presenting
comprehensive and detailed proposals at a 6-week statutory consultation in April 2024. Throughout this time, we will maintain
regular engagement with key stakeholders. This approach will ensure that the community and stakeholders remain closely involved
in the development process, fostering transparency and trust between JBM Solar and the communities around Peartree Hill Solar
Farm.

July-Sep 2023 18 Sep — 20 October |October to Feb 8 April — 22 May June-Sep 2024 September 2024
2023 2023
Project launch Non-statutory Pre-stat Statutory Pre-submission |Application
Consultation consultation and [Consultation (S42, engagement Submission
SoCC S44, S47, S48)
Objective/Summary
Introduce the project|Give the community  [Feedback to key To undertake formal  |Avoid Communicating
to key stakeholders, [and stakeholders a stakeholders on consultation in line with communication next steps to
gain views on our [chance to give outcome of the SoCC, alongside |vacuum as project |[stakeholders.
approach to consultation. statutory consultation |develops
6|Page
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communications

consultation and to [feedback on the early- with S42 consultees.  [submission

identify any key stage proposals Refine approach to ([This will include documents.

concerns and consultation based |consulting with all S47 |[Maintain contact

issues. on learnings from and S48 consultees.  |with key
non-statutory stakeholders and
consultation. prepare community
Develop SoCC and and stakeholders for
consult relevant local next phase of DCO
authorities. process.

Activities

Meetings and
discussions with key
stakeholders to
introduce the
proposals and start
to build relationships
with the local
political
stakeholders.

Launch of a project
holding website
where stakeholders
can register to be
kept informed .

Meeting nearby
RWE and National
Grid projects and
solar projects in the
area to understand

Non-statutory
consultation, activity
including:
Consultation
material
Newsletter

3 Public
exhibitions/drop-
in sessions
Online
updates/'virtual
exhibition
Feedback
mechanisms
(online and
offline)
Webinars
Collaborative
workshops
Press release

Press release and
email to respondents
thanking involvement
in consultation.

Feedback meetings
with key
stakeholders on
outcomes of
consultation

Meetings and
discussions with
relevant local
authorities to present
the draft

SoCC. Followed by
statutory SoCC
consultation.

Stakeholder briefings

to explain the

S48 media advertising
for at least two
successive weeks in at
least one locally
circulating newspaper,
at least once in a
nationally circulating
newspaper, and once in
the London Gazette
and the Guardian.

S47 media advertising
(SoCC advert) in local
newspapers such as
the Beverly and
Holderness Gazette.

Public notification of the
published SoCC
through:

Newsletters
Media relations

Reporting back on
consultation
outcomes, next
steps to the local
community and
interested parties
through:
Community emails
Stakeholder
briefings

Media Relations

Report to be
published online
and made available
to stakeholders and
community via PINs
website.

Reporting back on,
next steps to the
local community
and interested
parties through:
Community emails
Stakeholder
briefings

Media Relations

Peartree Hill Solar Farm — Communications and Engagement Strategy
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lessons learnt from
their consultations.

content of the SoCC
and formal
consultation
programme.

Provision of hard
copies of the SoCC and
consultation documents
at key community
access points

Statutory consultation,
activity including:
Consultation material
Letter drop

3 Public
exhibitions/drop-in
sessions

Online updates/'virtual
exhibition

Feedback mechanisms
(online and offline)
Webinars
Collaborative
workshops

Press release

Peartree Hill Solar Farm — Communications and Engagement Strategy
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4. Informal Engagement and Non-Statutory Consultation

The informal engagement period for Peartree Hill Solar Farm will begin in July 2023 and will run into the autumn. This period will
include informal engagement with political stakeholders and a 4-week non-statutory consultation period running from 18 September
to 20 October 2023.

4.2 What we are engaging on

The aim of the initial phase of engagement and consultation is to introduce our emerging proposals to the local community and
local political stakeholders, set out the need for the project and receive feedback from the community to help to identify and
understand any potential local impacts.

During the informal engagement with key stakeholders we will look to get feedback on:
e Our consultation approach
e Local issues which may impact the proposals
e Local community initiatives or schemes that could be supported through our package of community benefits

During the non-statutory consultation, we will be seeking feedback on the early-stage proposals for the Peartree Hill Solar Farm,
which will include feedback on:

e Proposed site areas where the panels and associated infrastructure could be placed
e Potential local impacts as a result of Peartree Hill Solar Farm
e Local community initiatives or schemes that could be supported through our package of community benefits

9|Page
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4.3 Who we are engaging

Ahead of the non-statutory consultation phase, JBM Solar intends to undertake some informal engagement with local key
stakeholders. This will provide a high-profile platform for JBM to set the tone of debate regarding the Project and begin to establish
a relationship with the key political players in the East Riding of Yorkshire.

To kick off our initial engagement priority stakeholders will be invited to a project briefing, either virtually or in person. These
briefings will introduce the proposals to these key stakeholders and take their feedback ahead of the program of wider public
consultation proposed for the autumn.

As part of the initial outreach will be reaching out to the following stakeholders:

Phase 1 (end of July)
e Alan Menzies, Executive Director of Planning and Economic Regeneration at East Riding of Yorkshire Council
e ClIr Anne Handley, Leader of the Council, Clir Gary McMaster, Portfolio Holder for Housing and Infrastructure and Clir
Leo Hammond, Portfolio Holder for Planning, Police and Communities, East Riding of Yorkshire Council
e Host and Neighbouring MPs: Graham Stuart MP for Beverly and Holderness, David Davis MP for Haltemprice and
Howden, and Sir Gregory Knight MP for East Yorkshire.

Phase 2 (August/September)
e East Riding of Yorkshire Council Ward Members;

Mid-Holderness;
Councillor John Holtby, Councillor Amanda Talbot, Councillor Samantha Whyte
Beverly Rural;
Councillor Paul Smith, Councillor Sue Steel, Councillor Jeremy Wilcock
East Wolds and Coastal
Councillor Charlie Dewhirst, Councillor Denise Howard, Councillor Jonathan Owen

10|Page
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¢ Relevant Parish Councils; Riston Parish Council, Tickton and Routh Parish Council, Wawne Parish Council, Leven Parish
Council, (depending on cable routes other parish councils may be engaged at this early stage eg Catwick Parish Council,
Woodmansey Parish Council, Swine Parish Council, Brandesburton Parish Council)

Priority stakeholders will be sent initial project information in the form of a letter, this letter will include the offer of a meeting and
details of how to contact the project team, the letter will also point stakeholders towards our holding website, which will feature
basic project information and the ability to register to be kept informed. The letter will be sent between July and September
depending on the phase for the stakeholders. In the meetings we would seek to:

Present our initial plans

Inform how we would seek to engage them and other key stakeholders

Outline the requirements of the Planning Act, process and roles and responsibilities

Gain any insight from stakeholders on our communications approach

4.3.2 Other projects in the area

There are other projects which will interface with the Peartree Hill application, namely the Dogger Bank South Offshore Wind
Farms, National Grid Creyke Beck substation extension and National Grid North Humber to High Marnham overhead line upgrade.
All have consultations planned in summer 2023. Dogger Bank's statutory consultation runs Tuesday 6 June to Monday 17 July
2023, National Grid’s Creyke Beck extension and new substation public consultation will run between Thursday 29

June and Thursday 27 July and the North Humber to High Marnham consultation runs from 1 June 2023 to 27 July 2023.

We will liaise with the communications teams of both projects and aim to hold a meeting in August 2023 with them to gain any
insight and lessons learnt to feed into our consultation approach. We will look to continue to engage throughout the project and
share messaging/FAQs and stakeholder feedback, where appropriate.

There are also a number of other solar projects in construction or having submitted a planning application. We will liaise with these
teams to understand their proposals and messaging.

4.3.3 Primary consultation zone

11|Page
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Our non-statutory consultation period will be open to anyone who may be interested in our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.
We welcome all views, and all feedback received will be considered and used to develop our proposals further. Thorough
stakeholder mapping has taken place to identify key stakeholders, prescribed parties (not including land interest), political
representatives and community groups.

We have identified a primary consultation zone extending a distance of approximately 2km around the site and on-site substation.
The PCZ will need to be amended to incorporate the final cable routes.

The PCZ has been amended in certain areas to consider:
e Zone of visibility for the Proposed Development, which assesses areas in the vicinity of the Red Line Boundary which
could experience a degree of visual impact
e Existing physical boundaries, such as main roads

e Capturing entire communities, rather than excluding small numbers of properties

The primary consultation zone is shown in the figure below (circa 6800 properties)

12|Page
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4.3.3 consultation with Seldom Heard Groups

Our consultation has been developed to be accessible to all groups in the community, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom
heard’ groups and individuals who may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation techniques.

13|Page
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We understand that certain individuals or groups may face challenges in participating or responding to traditional consultation
methods. In the East Riding, for instance, the area has a higher average age compared to the rest of the UK, indicating the
potential presence of stakeholders who may require additional support to access consultation materials. We will work to ensure our
material is accessible and easy to read, including visuals such as maps.

The seldom-heard groups we have identified that may have an interest in the Peartree Hill project are:
e Age UK Hull
e Hull and East Yorkshire Centre for the Deaf
e Hull and East Riding National Autistic Society
e The WI East Yorkshire
e East Riding Young Farmers Club
e Sight Support Hull & East Yorkshire

We would reach out to these organisation during the consultations to help promote to the consultation via their owned channels.
We will also work with East Riding of Yorkshire Council to identify any other groups to engage with as part of the project. The
specific methods to be used to engage with these seldom-heard groups are outlined in section 5.2.

5. How we will consult

During the non-statutory and statutory consultations, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, meaningful and open
consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of communication to ensure that our consultation can be
accessed by all members of the community.

Consultation Methods

Method Detail

. Covering letter, consultation newsletter, feedback form and Freepost envelope.
Statutory parties

14|Page
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Inside the primary consultation

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page consultation newsletter with high-level
details about the project and contact details.

We will be looking to hold 3 in-person events at locations spread across the PCZ. These events will be
advertised in the consultation newsletter, and in local media via the issue of a press release. These
events will run for periods of 4 hours between 10 am and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends
to accommodate different availability. Venues include:

zone e Tickton Village Hall
e Woodmansey Village Hall
¢ Wawne Village Hall
Depending on the cable route development additional events could be held in:
e Skirlaugh Village Hall
e Brandesburton Parish Hall
e Catwick Village Hall
Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One webinar will be held at the start of
the consultation and one towards the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be held in the evening.
Webinars Individuals will be able to register for these events via the website or by emailing

info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

And a recording will be made available online of the presentation section of the webinar for those
unavailable to attend.

Collaborative workshops

We would suggest holding two collaborative workshops during the consultation:
e Technical workshop (officers)

15|Page
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e Resident representations made up of ward members, parish councils and any key community
representatives. The sessions will focus on key issues eg community fund, rights of way.
Each session will be 3 hours long. The feedback from the sessions will be captured and reported in the
consultation report.

Project Information Line and
email

Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of the communications team on the
project information line (to be local number), email or write in. The communications team will either use
the FAQs to respond to enquiries or work with the project team to respond within 5 working days.

Project website

A dedicated project website

www.peartreehillsolarfarm.co.uk will be live to find out more information and during consultation, hold
an online response form. All consultation documents will be presented on the website and available for
download, free of charge from the document library. Information will be consistent with materials
available at the consultation events.

Deposit points

Consultation leaflets and newsletters will be placed at Beverley and Leven libraries and in the village
halls in Tickton, Woodmansey, Wawne, Skirlaugh, Brandesburton and Catwick, if agreeable with the
parish councils.

Parish Briefings and
Workshops

Prior to the consultation, we will undertake meetings with key stakeholders. We will offer to attend
parish council sessions during the consultation to provide tailored information and updates to parish
councils and their respective communities. These presentations will offer an opportunity to address any
specific concerns or questions that the parishes may have, as well as to gather feedback and insights
from their local perspective.

We will meet with other organisations on request. These may include:

e Community groups or residents’ associations with a close geographical relationship to the
project

¢ Interest groups with a close relationship to the project

Consultation Materials
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Material

Detail

Consultation newsletter

A 4-page newsletter outlining the high-level overview of the project, consultation dates and events and
signpost to the website

Consultation Leaflet

A 16-page consultation leaflet will be published at the start of the consultation. These leaflets will
publicise the consultation and give an overview of the proposals.

This leaflet will also be available to download from the document library on the project website at:
www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk

Feedback Form

A project feedback form will be prepared to allow people to provide feedback on the proposals. This
form will ask people to provide their feedback on the early-stage proposals.

The form will also be available to complete as an online form via the project website, which will be
accessible throughout the consultation period. The feedback form can be downloaded, filled in and
returned by post to the Freepost address.

Materials in alternative formats

Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible formats, such as braille,
speaking text and alternative languages. All requests should be made to the communications team by
email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 0800 298 7040

5.1 Publicising the consultation
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We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the proposed Peartree Hill Solar Farm and to advertise the consultation.
These methods out outlined in the table below.

Method

Detail

Consultation newsletter

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and businesses in the PCZ at the
start of the consultation period.

Poster

A poster publicising the consultation will be posted to key local village halls, shops and
libraries. All organisations will be contacted by phone to ask for them to display the
posters.

Press Releases

To promote awareness of the proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm, within and beyond
the PCZ, we will send a press release at the start of the consultation. This will be sent to
the following local and regional media outlets:

Beverly and Holderness Gazette
Hull Live / Hull Daily Mail
Yorkshire Live

The Yorkshire Post

Email notifications

We will collect email information from the website (in a GDPR compliant manner). We will
use emails to notify of the consultation.

Emails and letters

We will issue communications to key stakeholders, including local political
representatives, Councillors, MPs and Parish Council clerks representing wards,
constituencies, and parishes and invite them to help promote the consultation through
their own communications channels.

Social Media

Our insight suggested Facebook will be the most appropriate and impactful social media
channel to use. This page will be updated at key project milestones to inform stakeholders
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of the projects progress and point them towards the project website and primary
communications channels.

Feedback will not be formally counted as a consultation response but will be monitored.
We will make it clear via the page how the account will be managed.

Whilst we may not look to join closed local groups, we would engage with key residents
group accounts to ensure they have information.

Advertising

We do not think paid advertising for the non-statutory consultation is necessary, but we
will monitor the impact of communications channels through the consultation.

For statutory consultation we will undertake as per the requirements of the Planning Act,
including advertising locally.

5.2 Engaging with Seldom Heard Groups

As outlined in section 5.4 we are committed to ensuring our consultation is accessible and inclusive to all stakeholders and properly
includes all groups and individuals that may find it harder to get involved in the consultation and/or need additional support to

access materials.

Seldom Heard Groups

Consultation Response

Older people

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details
of how to request and/or access paper copies of any other project documents. A freepost address
will be used so feedback can be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at several locations, with members of the team available to assist with
completing feedback responses.

Disabled people and those
with learning disabilities

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats and providing alternate
formats such as braille and large print (upon request).
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Providing the freephone number for stakeholders with questions or those who would like to discuss
the proposed development further with the project team.

Face-to-face events at six locations within the PCZ, with members of the team available to assist
with completing feedback responses.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities and the layout of the consultation room
provide space for those with wheelchairs to move around.

Geographically isolated
communities

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details
of how to request and/or access paper copies of any other project documents. A freepost address
will be used so feedback can be easily provided by post.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the project.

Young People

Online engagement methods to encourage young people to complete feedback forms and engage
with the consultation.

5.3 Information Channels

The following communications channels will be available from the start of the informal engagement phase until submission. These
channels will be there for stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, request further information or request
printed copies of consultation materials and documents. These channels are set out below:

Method Contact Details Hours of operation

Website www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk | 24/7

Telephone 01482 695 004 9am-5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take messages
outside these hours)
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Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk | 24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm weekdays
and responded to within 10 working days)
Post Freepost PEARTREE HILL | 24 hour (mailbox will be monitored
SOLAR FARM between 9am-5:30pm on weekdays)

5.4 Management of opposition groups

The size of the project and lessons learnt from other solar projects in the area suggests opposition groups may become established
early in the project. We would expect these groups to form from local residents and may look to involve local media and politicians.
We will always treat these groups with respect and aim to work with them to understand their concerns and explain impacts and
mitigations.

Our approach will include:
e Agree to meet any coordinated opposition group every 3-6 months during the DCO application process
¢ Invite opposition groups to collaborative workshops
e Any key politicians who support opposition groups to be offered project briefings
¢ Maintain reactive lines to take for media enquiries

We would conduct a risk assessment for the consultation events and may consider security. We would never look to block access
to consultation events to opposition groups but may require security to help manage such attendance, ensuring staff and the public
remain safe at all times.

6. Development of the SoCC

We want to build a good relationship with the host and neighbouring local authorities from the start of the project. We would look to
share a condensed version of our communications and engagement strategy with East Riding of Yorkshire Council ahead of the
non-statutory consultation and seek their feedback.
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We would then seek to undertake a session with them after the non-statutory consultation to identify their thoughts, any feedback
from members or suggestions ahead of the formal SoCC development and consultation.

As well as East Riding of Yorkshire Council, we would also share the drafted SoCC with neighbouring councils:

Hull City Council

North Yorkshire Council
York Council

North Lincolnshire Council
City of Doncaster Council

We would publicise the SoCC in accordance with the Planning Act requirements and advertise the notice in the Hull Daily Mail and
Beverly and Holderness Gazette.

7. Statutory consultation

The planned statutory consultation is planned for 8 April — 22 May 2024. At this current stage we would look to deliver the
consultation following the methods and approach of the non-statutory consultation, with additional notice requirements as per the
Planning Act.

8. How we will use consultation feedback

When the non-statutory consultation closes, we will consider all feedback and comments received, grouping comments based on
common issues to aid reporting. We would look to present the key outputs of the consultation and key issues to stakeholders within
two months of the consultation closing.
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Once we have reviewed all feedback, we will produce a feedback summary report which will summarise the methods we have used
to consult the community and stakeholders. It will also list the key themes and topics that came up in our non-statutory consultation
and how we have responded to them. Included in the report will be some headline statistics about the level of response to the
consultation and overall support for the scheme.

The feedback summary report will be published on the project website, so it is available for people to view easily.

When the statutory consultation closes, we will consider all feedback and comments received, grouping per issue and stakeholder
category and we will use this feedback to finalise our proposals before the submission of our DCO application in 2024.

As part of the DCO process we will write and publish a consultation report, that details our consultation process, details how we
have worked with local planning authorities to adhere to the requirements of the SoCC. The consultation report will also detail the
feedback and responses to the consultation we received throughout both phases of consultation. We will also detail how we have
listened to stakeholder and community feedback and how it has influenced our proposals.

If the DCO application is accepted, the consultation report will be made public on the Planning Inspectorate’s website.

Any personal data received as part of the consultations will be stored and protected in accordance with the requirements of the
General Data Protection Regulation.

Key stakeholders and those who have registered to be kept informed will receive updates via email at key milestones as the project
progresses. The project website will also provide up to date information about the progress of the project.
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Peartree Hill - draft SoCC for review

Laura Tinker <

Mon 2024-01-22 10:06

[I]J 2 attachments (8 MB)
Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC DRAFT V3.docx; Peartree Hill Solar Farm Draft SoCC.pdf;

Good morning James,

Please find attached the draft SoCC for review (pdf and word versions). | am sending this through to you ahead of
formal submission for consultation, expected mid-February. We would appreciate any initial comments on this
version before 5t February so that these could be incorporated into the document before the formal
consultation. Please note that there is some red text in the attached, this shows where items are still being
confirmed. In particular the masterplan which we would include in the appendix, this is still being refined as part

of the ongoing design process.

We would be keen to have a meeting to discuss the approach taken in the attached and to also talk through any
comments you might have, if you could send through availability. It would also be great to use this time to talk
through any comments you have on the PPA so we can get this sighed and finalised.

Kind regards,

Laura Tinker
BA, MPlan, MRTPI
Associate

T:

M:
E.

dwd-ltd.co.uk

in|

Chartered Surveyors & Town Planners
69 Carter Lane, London, EC4V 5EQ

DWD

DWD is the trading name of DWD Property and Planning Limited, a subsidiary of RSK Environment Limited. Registered in England No. 15174312. Registered Office:
Spring Lodge, 172 Chester Road, Helsby, Cheshire, England, WA6 OAR. This e-mail (and any attachments) may be confidential and privileged and exempt from disclosure
under law. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and delete the email. Any unauthorised disclosure, copying or dissemination is strictly

prohibited.
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From: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

To:

Subject: Peartree Hill - draft SoCC for review

Date: 22 January 2024 15:27:30

Attachments: Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC DRAFT V3.docx

Peartree Hill Solar Farm Draft SoCC.pdf

Good afternoon Simon,

Thank you for your response to the Peartree Hill Solar Farm non-statutory consultation last year.
We are now working towards the statutory consultation, which we are planning in Spring this
year.

Whilst the proposals are no longer looking to come into Hull City Council’s area, the non-
statutory plan did and you are also a neighbouring authority. We therefore thought it was good
practice to send you the draft Statement of Community Consultation for review (pdf and word
versions). | am sending this through to you ahead of formal submission for consultation,

expected mid-February. We would appreciate any initial comments on this version before 5th
February so that these could be incorporated into the document before the formal consultation.
Please note that there is some red text in the attached, this shows where items are still being
confirmed. In particular the masterplan which we would include in the appendix, this is still being
refined as part of the ongoing design process.

If you would prefer we would be happy to have a meeting to discuss the project and the
approach taken to consultation in the attached. Please send over some dates if this would be of
interest.

Kind regards,

Peartree Hill Solar Farm , Communications Team


mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/proposals/
https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/proposals/
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1. [bookmark: _Toc155772440][bookmark: _Toc156312685]Introduction



1.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772441][bookmark: _Toc156312686]Purpose of the document



1.1.1 RWE (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new solar energy and storage scheme known as Pear Tree Hill Solar Farm (“The Project”).

1.1.2 The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity of The Project about the proposals.  

1.1.3 Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape The Project.

1.1.4 This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application for development consent. It includes:

A description of the consenting process we must follow

What we will be consulting on

Who we will consult

How we will consult 

How people can respond to the consultation

How we will use the consultation feedback responses 

1.1.5 Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, The Project is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”). 

1.1.6 This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community regarding their proposals, and to carry out preapplication consultation in accordance with this statement. 

1.1.7 As the Project is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how RWE intends to publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”) 

1.1.8 In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community consultation activities set out in this document.  



2. [bookmark: _Toc155772442][bookmark: _Toc156312687]Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

2.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772443][bookmark: _Toc156312688]The Proposed Development



2.1.1 The Project is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council. The Project will connect into the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable.

2.1.2 The Project comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are: 

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick

Area B: Land North West of Long Riston

Area C: Land West of Arnold

Area D: Land South of the A1035

Area E: Land East of Weel

Area F: Land North of Wawne

2.1.3 The Project would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and national climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to power approximately 136,000 homes.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)] 


2.1.4 The renewable energy produced by The Project would be equivalent to displacing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year.

2.1.5 Maps of the land areas that form The Project can be found in Appendix 2. 

[please note: As this is an early draft of the SoCC, these are the land parcels presented at non-statutory consultation. We are in the process of reviewing these following feedback from the non-statutory consultation, environmental assessment work and ongoing surveys]



2.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772444][bookmark: _Toc156312689]Environmental Impact Assessment



2.2.1 The Project constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017.

2.2.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely significant effects of The Project are properly understood and whether appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental effects.  The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement containing the findings of the EIA.

2.2.3 An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023. Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues relevant to The Project and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:  https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf 

2.2.4 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental effects of The Project and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will help consultees to take an informed view on these matters. 

2.2.5 The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application and EIA are finalised for submission. 






3. [bookmark: _Toc155772445][bookmark: _Toc156312690]The Consenting process  

3.1.1 As the Project will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to submit an application for a DCO.

3.1.2 If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application. 

3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders.

3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act requires us to consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the  2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees for those local authorities which host The Project.

3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this SoCC. 

3.1.6 Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act 2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/. 

3.1.7 In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we provided East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority for the Project with an opportunity to comment on a draft version of this SoCC. Regard has been had to their responses in producing this final version. 

3.1.8 An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1.





Figure 1: The DCO Process 
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4. [bookmark: _Toc155772446][bookmark: _Toc156312691]About RWE

4.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772447][bookmark: _Toc156312692]The Applicant

RWE Generation



4.1.1 RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK electricity.

4.1.2 In the UK, we currently operate:

10 offshore wind farms

33 onshore wind farms

21 hydro plants

1 biomass plant

4.1.3 RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar, established in 2012 JBM Solar has a proven track record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and Ireland.

4.1.4 The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass. 

4.1.5 The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities, and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife.






5. [bookmark: _Toc155772448][bookmark: _Toc156312693]Engagement to date



5.1.1 The Applicant undertook non-statutory consultation on the Project between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023.

5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

to introduce The Project to the public, providing an overview of the project and the national need for solar

present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options

to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our early-stage proposals

to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development

5.1.3 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes. Dedicated project information channels were established for those who had questions about the Project or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement is summarised in Table 1.



Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date

		Activity

		Total



		Community Newsletters issued

		11,516



		In-person exhibitions 

		3



		Stakeholder Briefings 

		8



		Webinars

		2



		Website Visitors

		400







5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the consultation to provide feedback. These included:

Completing an online feedback form on the project website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (FREEPOST Peartree Hill Solar Farm)

Emailing feedback to the project email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

Calling the project information line (01482 695004)

5.1.5 In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were received.

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Project has engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the Environment Agency, and Historic England.

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory Consultation Report [will be added to website] which is part of the documents that are currently available on the project website. Archive documents from the non-statutory consultation will remain available on the Project’s website. Paper copies will be available on request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3.



5.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772449][bookmark: _Toc156312694]Timeline for Proposed Development



5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of The Project from consultation through to the Secretary of State decision. 
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6. [bookmark: _Toc155772450][bookmark: _Toc156312695]Statutory Consultation under section 47 of the 2008 Act 



6.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772451][bookmark: _Toc156312696]How we will consult on the proposed application



6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six weeks starting on Monday 29 April 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation responses is 11.59pm on Monday 10 June 2024.  All responses to the consultation must be received by the closing date.

6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.  

6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will also include:

Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act).

Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43 of the 2008 Act). 

Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by The Project (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on the Project (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act)


6.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772452][bookmark: _Toc156312697]Who are we consulting?



6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill. 

6.2.2 We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.  The PCZ has been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) – within which the solar PV panels, energy storage system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation. 

6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:

Existing physical features, such as main roads 

Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties 

Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, equipment areas or road modifications

6.2.4 Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by The Project by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site. 

6.2.5 This will include:

parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ 

elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and 

relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups  

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation.

[please note the PCZ will be amended in the submitted SoCC for formal consultation. We are in the process of making a decision on the cable route which will slightly reduce the PCZ]


Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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6.3 [bookmark: _Toc155772453][bookmark: _Toc156312698]Approach to community consultation

6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the community.

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information. 














Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Consultation Methods



		Method

		Detail



		Inside the primary consultation zone 

		All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page consultation newsletter with high-level details about the project and consultation programme, as well as project’s contact details.

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ. 

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation opportunities.

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how people can get involved in the consultation.



		Outside of the primary consultation zone

		We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and direct communication with organisations such as regional environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the PCZ.



		Consultation Events 

		We will be holding three in-person events at locations spread across the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in local news media and in a public notice.

These events will run for periods of five hours between 10 am and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate different availability. 

Details of the events is available in table 5.



		Webinars 

		Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be held in the evening. 

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars will be held on:

Wednesday 8 May 2024

Tuesday 4 June 2024 

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those unavailable to attend. 



		Project information line and email 

		Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of the communications team on the project information line (01482 695 004), email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM).

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five working days. 



		Deposit and information points 

		Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC and the consultation brochure, PEIR will be available to view at the following deposit locations and times:

Skirlaugh East Riding of Yorkshire Office 

Leven Library

Tickton Village Hall 

[location to be confirmed] 

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation remains at the information points throughout the consultation period.

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to collect from the deposit locations above.  Where possible the consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will be able to take hard copies away.



		Project website

		A dedicated project website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for people to find out more information about the proposals and to provide feedback. 

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and available for download, free of charge from the document library. Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit locations and consultation events.







6.4 [bookmark: _Toc155772454][bookmark: _Toc156312699]What are we consulting on?



6.4.1 We will present proposals for The Project including how they have been informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date.

6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials:

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – the PEIR sets out the preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes photomontages of The Project from various locations around the site.

Consultation Brochure – this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals including a summary of each land area and the cable route.

Maps – The maps will set out the site areas 

6.4.3 All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website. Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to request hard copies of the PEIR.  Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695004.

Table 3: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Consultation Materials



		Material

		Detail



		Consultation newsletter

		A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-level overview of The Project details of the consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of the public consultation events and signposting to the project website. 

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the post.

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and download on the project website.



		 Consultation Brochure 

		A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation, providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the proposals.

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by contacting the communications team.

The brochure will also be available for download from the project website 



		Feedback Form

		A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of the Proposed Development.

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week consultation period.

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost envelopes.

The feedback form will also be available to download from the website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM.



		Exhibition Banners 

		Pull up banners will be created to display information about the proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the Proposed Development.

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of The Project at the public exhibitions and will allow for further discussions with members of the project team during public information events and other meetings.

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on the project website.



		Preliminary Environmental Informational Report (PEIR)

		The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information available at that time. 

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development.

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website. A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs. 



		Technical maps and plans of the project

		Additional technical maps and plans for the Project will also be available on the project website and at the consultation events and deposit locations (tbc). 

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of documents) to be paid for by the recipient).



		Project Website 

		A dedicated consultation website (see Table 4 for detail).



		Publication of the consultation

		We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to Section 48 of the Act.



		Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)

		This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit points and in hard copy on request. 

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where this statement can be inspected, pursuant to Section 48 of the Act.



		Materials in alternative formats 

		Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages. 

All requests should be made to the communications team by email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004.





















Table 4: The Project website and features

		Function

		Rationale 



		Online downloadable copies of all the statutory consultation material, including: The PEIR, consultation brochure, exhibition banners and feedback form

		To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants to participate. 



		Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

		To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to contact the project team or attend an in-person event.



		Online Feedback Form

		To enable members of the public, submit their feedback online and reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity. 



		Webinar sign-up form

		To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.     



		Contact details 

		To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further questions.







6.5 [bookmark: _Toc155772455][bookmark: _Toc156312700]Consultation Events 

6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about The Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location in the PCZ is not available.

6.5.2 Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the Proposed Development, including maps.

6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals.

6.5.4 Table 5 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events.

Table 5:  Details of the consultation events

		Date 

		Time 

		Location



		Monday 13 May 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Wawne Village Hall

36 Main St, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH



		Saturday 18 May 2024

		10am -4pm

		Tickton Village Hall

Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ 



		Wednesday 22 May 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Leven Village Hall

North St, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF 







6.6 [bookmark: _Toc155772456][bookmark: _Toc156312701]Promoting the consultation



6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of The Project and advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 6 below.



Table 6: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Method

		Detail



		Consultation Newsletter



		Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email, including local interest groups.



		Press releases 





		To raise awareness of The Project and the consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of consultation. 

This will be sent to the following local and regional media outlets:

Beverley and Holderness Gazette 

Hull Live / Hull Daily Mail

Yorkshire Live

The Yorkshire Post

BBC Look North East



		Stakeholder briefings 

		We will issue communications to key political stakeholders, representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the consultation zone. This will provide information about the proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings.

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-case basis.



		Emails and Letters

		We will send both emails and letters about the consultation programme to:

host constituency and neighbouring constituency area MPs;

elected representatives at the East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council

host parish councils;

host and neighbouring local authorities;

neighbouring parish councils; and 

local interest groups, such as environmental groups.

Parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees.



		Statutory notices 

		Statutory notices to publicise the consultation, in accordance with Section 48 of the Act, will be published once in a national newspaper (The Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail and The Beverley and Holderness Gazette.

Statutory notices publicising the SoCC, in accordance with Section 47 of the Act, will be published once (for one week) in the Beverley and Holderness Gazette, Hull Daily Mail and The Yorkshire Post.



		Information Posters 

		Posters including details of the consultation, how to access information about The Project and how to get involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant organisations and venues.

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help raise awareness of the consultation.



		Social Media Advertising

		We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the proposals and consultation programme. 

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage younger people and those outside of the PCZ.







6.6.2 Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers (via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity changes will also be published on the project website. 



6.7 [bookmark: _Toc155772457][bookmark: _Toc156312702]Wider Engagement



6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups, residents and landowners who get in touch.

6.7.2 All relevant parish councillors, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local community.



6.8 [bookmark: _Toc155772458][bookmark: _Toc156312703]Engagement with Seldom Heard groups

[bookmark: _Toc155691480][bookmark: _Toc155772459]

6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods. 

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation, and/or need additional support to access materials, include:

Geographically isolated communities 

Young People

Old People

Disabled people and those with learning disabilities 

People who do not have English as a first language



Table 7: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm



		Seldom Heard Groups

		Consultation Approach



		Older people 

		Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of the consultation documents. 

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation through conventional communications channels, including by freepost and the information phoneline.

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats and offering alternative formats such as dementia friendly, braille and large print (upon request).

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.



		Disabled people and those with learning disabilities 

		Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats and providing alternate formats such as braille and large print (upon request).

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation through conventional communications channels, including by freepost and the information phoneline.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project team.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to move around. 



		Geographically isolated communities 

		Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of the consultation documents. 

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the project. 

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location.



		Young People

		Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage with the consultation.







6.9 [bookmark: _Toc155772460][bookmark: _Toc156312704]Information Channels

6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents. These channels are provided in Table 8 below.



Table 8: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Method

		Contact Details

		Hours of operation 



		Website 

		www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk

		24/7 



		Telephone





		01482 695 004

		9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take messages outside these hours)



		Email

		info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 

		24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–5:30pm weekdays and responded to within 10 working days)



		Post





		Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM

		24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm on weekdays)







6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable them to take part in the consultation.








7. [bookmark: _Toc155772461][bookmark: _Toc156312705]Responding to the consultation

7.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772462][bookmark: _Toc156312706]How to respond to the consultation



7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on 10 June 2024. Responses received after this date may not be considered. 

7.1.2 Consultation responses can be made in the following ways:

Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website from Monday 29 April: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as detailed in table 8.

Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required)



8. [bookmark: _Toc155772463][bookmark: _Toc156312707]How we will use consultation feedback



8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development.

8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has shaped and influenced our proposed application. 

8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero as part of the DCO application.

8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk. 



9. [bookmark: _Toc155772464][bookmark: _Toc156312708]Further consultation 



9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.



10. [bookmark: _Toc155772465][bookmark: _Toc156312709]Contact details 



10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below.

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print, audio or braille then please contact us using the details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the time of going to print.

10.1.3 Our communications channels are:

Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

Call: 01482 695004

Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp)
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[all maps to be updated following design freeze]
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Appendix 2 – Site area plans 





Land Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick
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Land Area E: Land East of Weel
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Land Area F: Land North of Wawne 
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the document

1.11

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

1.1.6

1.1.7

RWE (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this Statement of Community Consultation
(“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new solar energy and storage scheme
known as Pear Tree Hill Solar Farm (“The Project”).

The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the
vicinity of The Project about the proposals.

Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other
stakeholders helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback
received will help shape The Project.

This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our
application for development consent. It includes:

e A description of the consenting process we must follow
e  What we will be consulting on

e  Who we will consult

¢ How we will consult

e How people can respond to the consultation

e How we will use the consultation feedback responses

Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, The Project is classed as a Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 (“the
2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net
Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).

This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which
requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the
local community regarding their proposals, and to carry out preapplication consultation
in accordance with this statement.

As the Project is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an environmental
impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how RWE intends to publicise and
consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with Regulation
12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)
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1.1.8

2.
2.1

2.1.1

2.1.2

2.1.3
2.1.4

2.1.5

RWE

In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets
out how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an
interest in land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the
community consultation activities set out in this document.

Peartree Hill Solar Farm
The Proposed Development

The Project is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative boundaries of
East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council. The Project will connect into the
National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable.

The Project comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up of six land
areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. These land
areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation and
enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick
Area B: Land North West of Long Riston
Area C: Land West of Arnold

Area D: Land South of the A1035

Area E: Land East of Weel

Area F: Land North of Wawne

The Project would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and national climate
commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to power
approximately 136,000 homes.!

The renewable energy produced by The Project would be equivalent to displacing over
11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to taking
166,000 cars off the road for a year.

Maps of the land areas that form The Project can be found in Appendix 2.

[please note: As this is an early draft of the SoCC, these are the land parcels presented
at non-statutory consultation. We are in the process of reviewing these following
feedback from the non-statutory consultation, environmental assessment work and
ongoing surveys]
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment

2.21

2.2.2

2.2.3

2.2.4

2.2.5

The Project constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) development’ as
defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2017.

An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the
likely significant effects of The Project are properly understood and whether
appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce
environmental effects. The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental
Statement containing the findings of the EIA.

An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023.
Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues
relevant to The Project and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The Scoping
Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-
content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157 /EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-

%20Scoping%200pinion.pdf

In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental

Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential
environmental effects of The Project and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and
will help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.

The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of
the statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO
application and EIA are finalised for submission.

1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption
in the UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)
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The Consenting process

As the Project will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree Hill Solar
Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to
submit an application for a DCO.

If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an
examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a
recommendation on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of
Energy Security and Net Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO
application.

Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with
people living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders.

Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development
Consent Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act. The 2008 Act
requires us to consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain
bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under
section 47 of the 2008 Act (the subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals
locally and nationally under section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA
Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees for those local authorities which
host The Project.

The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this
SoCC.

Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning
Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform
applicants, consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the
Planning Act 2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail
on the NSIP planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning

Inspectorate’s website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.

In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we provided East Riding of Yorkshire
Council, the host local authority for the Project with an opportunity to comment on a
draft version of this SoCC. Regard has been had to their responses in producing this final
version.

An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: The DCO Process

Pre-application > --------------------- Acceptance > -------------------- Pre-Examination > Y

Bxamination Y Decision e — Post Decision >

4.,

About RWE

4.1 The Applicant
RWE Generation

4.11

4.1.2

4.1.3

414

4.1.5

RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second
largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of
UK electricity.

In the UK, we currently operate:

e 10 offshore wind farms
e 33 onshore wind farms
e 21 hydro plants
e 1 biomass plant

RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar, established in 2012 JBM Solar has a proven track
record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK
and Ireland.

The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and
environmentally friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.

The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners,
communities, and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help
deliver projects that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community
and local wildlife.
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5. Engagement to date

5.1.1 The Applicant undertook non-statutory consultation on the Project between Monday 9
October and Monday 6 November 2023.

5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

to introduce The Project to the public, providing an overview of the project and the
national need for solar

present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options

to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on
our early-stage proposals

to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development

5.1.3  Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-

face public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a

mixture of direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local

parishes. Dedicated project information channels were established for those who had

questions about the Project or needed to get in contact with the project team. This

engagement is summarised in Table 1.

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date

Activity Total
Community Newsletters issued 11,516
In-person exhibitions 3
Stakeholder Briefings 8
Webinars 2
Website Visitors 400

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the

consultation to provide feedback. These included:

Completing an online feedback form on the project website

(www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)
Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post
(FREEPOST Peartree Hill Solar Farm)

Emailing feedback to the project email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)
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Calling the project information line (01482 695004)

In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses
were received.

In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Project has engaged with key
stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular basis. These
stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the
Environment Agency, and Historic England.

More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-
Statutory Consultation Report [will be added to website] which is part of the
documents that are currently available on the project website. Archive documents from
the non-statutory consultation will remain available on the Project’s website. Paper
copies will be available on request and subject to a printing charge outlined in
paragraph 6.4.3.

Timeline for Proposed Development

Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of The Project from consultation
through to the Secretary of State decision.
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Figure 2 indicative project timeline

October 2023

Early stage (non-statutory)
consultation

Winter and Spring 2024
Ongoing environmental

impact assessment and

further design refinement

Autumn/Winter 2024

Development Consent Order
application submitted

2026

Determination by the
Secretary of State,
following the Examining
Authority’s report

RWE

—®Wi.inter 2023/24

Review all consultation
feedback and refine design

Spring 2024
g Statutory public consultation
on more progressed plans

2025

Examination process by
m_‘the Planning Inspectorate

—

Following

Commence construction
of Peartree Hill
(subject to planning)
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6. Statutory Consultation
under section 47 of the 2008
Act

6.1 How we will consult on the proposed
application

6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008
for six weeks starting on Monday 29 April 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation
responses is 11.59pm on Monday 10 June 2024. All responses to the consultation must
be received by the closing date.

6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and
interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.

6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation
will also include:

e Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment
Agency and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section
43 of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by The Project
(under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on the Project
(under Section 48 of the 2008 Act)

6.2 Who are we consulting?

6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to
anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.
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We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the
purpose of communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.
The PCZ has been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two
kilometres from the proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) - within which the solar PV
panels, energy storage system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure
would be located. The PCZ also extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor
connecting to Creyke Beck substation.

The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:

e Existing physical features, such as main roads
o Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties

e Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport,
equipment areas or road modifications

Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted

by The Project by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.

This will include:

e parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs)
representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ

o elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and

e relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups
and groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups

We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the
PCZ are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation.

[please note the PCZ will be amended in the submitted SoCC for formal consultation. We are
in the process of making a decision on the cable route which will slightly reduce the PCZ]

Page 11





RWE

Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

6.3 Approach to community consultation

6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive,
meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital
methods of communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all
members of the community.

6.3.2  Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on
the proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Consultation Methods

Method

Detail

Inside the primary
consultation zone

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the project
and consultation programme, as well as project’s contact details.

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation
opportunities.

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how
people can get involved in the consultation.

Outside of the primary
consultation zone

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising,
and direct communication with organisations such as regional
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of
the PCZ.

Consultation Events

We will be holding three in-person events at locations spread
across the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters,
in local news media and in a public notice.

These events will run for periods of five hours between 10 am and
7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate
different availability.

Details of the events is available in table 5.

Webinars

Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join.
One webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one
towards the end of the consultation to provide an alternative
option for those who may not be able to attend the in-person
events. These will be held in the evening.

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The
webinars will be held on:

Wednesday 8 May 2024
Tuesday 4 June 2024

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those
unavailable to attend.
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Project information line and Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of

email the communications team on the project information line (01482
695 004), email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in
(Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM).

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five
working days.

Deposit and information Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC and
points the consultation brochure, PEIR will be available to view at the
following deposit locations and times:

o Skirlaugh East Riding of Yorkshire Office
e Leven Library
e Tickton Village Hall

[location to be confirmed]

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation
remains at the information points throughout the consultation
period.

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to
collect from the deposit locations above. Where possible the
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the
event venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these
spaces will be able to take hard copies away.

Project website A dedicated project website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be
live for people to find out more information about the proposals
and to provide feedback.

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and
available for download, free of charge from the document library.
Information will be consistent with materials available at the
deposit locations and consultation events.

6.4 What are we consulting on?

6.4.1 We will present proposals for The Project including how they have been informed by
our environmental assessments and consultation to date.

6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill
Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials:

e Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) - the PEIR sets out the
preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also
includes photomontages of The Project from various locations around the site.

Page 14





6.4.3

RWE

e Consultation Brochure - this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals
including a summary of each land area and the cable route.

e Maps - The maps will set out the site areas
All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website.
Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to
request hard copies of the PEIR. Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be
available at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35
per page to cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by
email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695004.

Table 3: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Consultation Materials

Material

Detail

Consultation newsletter

A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a
high-level overview of The Project details of the consultation
programme, including the location, dates and times of the public
consultation events and signposting to the project website.

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees
via emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in
the post.

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and
download on the project website.

Consultation Brochure

A consultation brochure will be published at the start of
consultation, providing a summary of the proposals we are
consulting on, an outline of the environmental assessment work,
details of how people can take part, and how feedback will be used
to influence and shape the proposals.

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by
contacting the communications team.

The brochure will also be available for download from the project
website

Feedback Form

A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects
of the Proposed Development.

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week
consultation period.

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost
envelopes.

The feedback form will also be available to download from the
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL
SOLAR FARM.

Exhibition Banners

Pull up banners will be created to display information about the
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the
Proposed Development.

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of The
Project at the public exhibitions and will allow for further
discussions with members of the project team during public
information events and other meetings.

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners o
the project website.

T,
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Preliminary Environmental
Informational Report (PEIR)

The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development,
and a preliminary assessment of the likely significant
environmental effects of the Proposed Development, based on the
initial information available at that time.

[t will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development.

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project
website. A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view
(but not take away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be
requested for a charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and
posting costs.

Technical maps and plans of
the project

Additional technical maps and plans for the Project will also be
available on the project website and at the consultation events and
deposit locations (tbc).

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be
reviewed on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a
reasonable copying charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350
for one full suite of documents) to be paid for by the recipient).

Project Website

A dedicated consultation website (see Table 4 for detail).

Publication of the consultation

We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation
within both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant
to Section 48 of the Act.

Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC)

This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit
points and in hard copy on request.

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to Section 48 of the Act.

Materials in alternative
formats

Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative
accessible formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative
languages.

All requests should be made to the communications team by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004.
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Table 4: The Project website and features

Function

Rationale

Online downloadable copies
of all the statutory
consultation material,
including: The PEIR,
consultation brochure,
exhibition banners and
feedback form

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may
not be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This
will ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who
wants to participate.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need
to contact the project team or attend an in-person event.

Online Feedback Form

To enable members of the public, submit their feedback online and
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.

Webinar sign-up form

To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.

Contact details

To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further
questions.

6.5 Consultation Events

6.5.1

Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information

about The Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events

will be held at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a

suitable location in the PCZ is not available.

6.5.2

Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at

each consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for

the Proposed Development, including maps.

6.5.3
6.5.4

Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals.

Table 5 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events.

Table 5: Details of the consultation events

Date Time Location

Monday 13 May 1pm-7pm Wawne Village Hall

2024 36 Main St, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH

Saturday 18 May 10am -4pm Tickton Village Hall

2024 Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ
Wednesday 22 May  1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall

2024

North St, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF
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6.6 Promoting the consultation

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of The Project and advertise the
statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 6 below.

Table 6: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Method

Detail

Consultation Newsletter

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email,
including local interest groups.

Press releases

To raise awareness of The Project and the consultation
programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we will share a
press release with local media outlets at the start of
consultation.

This will be sent to the following local and regional media
outlets:

Beverley and Holderness Gazette
Hull Live / Hull Daily Mail
Yorkshire Live

The Yorkshire Post

BBC Look North East

Stakeholder briefings

We will issue communications to key political stakeholders,
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the
consultation zone. This will provide information about the
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to
take part in the consultation via in-person or online
meetings.

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-
by-case basis.

Emails and Letters

We will send both emails and letters about the consultation
programme to:

host constituency and neighbouring constituency
area MPs;

elected representatives at the East Riding of
Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council

host parish councils;
host and neighbouring local authorities;
neighbouring parish councils; and

local interest groups, such as environmental groups.

Parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees.
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Statutory notices Statutory notices to publicise the consultation, in accordance

with Section 48 of the Act, will be published once in a
national newspaper (The Guardian) and the London Gazette
and twice (across two successive weeks) in local circulating
papers The Hull Daily Mail and The Beverley and Holderness
Gazette.

Statutory notices publicising the SoCC, in accordance with
Section 47 of the Act, will be published once (for one week)
in the Beverley and Holderness Gazette, Hull Daily Mail and
The Yorkshire Post.

Information Posters Posters including details of the consultation, how to access

information about The Project and how to get involved, will
be displayed at well-used public locations within and outside
of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic buildings.
These will be hosted in agreement with relevant
organisations and venues.

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help
raise awareness of the consultation.

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project

Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about
the proposals and consultation programme.

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage
younger people and those outside of the PCZ.

6.6.2

6.7

6.7.1

6.7.2

Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control,
where possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local
newspapers (via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development.
Any activity changes will also be published on the project website.

Wider Engagement

Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch
of the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the
Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest
groups, residents and landowners who get in touch.

All relevant parish councillors, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted
and will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be
encouraged to share information about the consultation with members of their
constituency/local community.
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6.8 Engagement with Seldom Heard groups

6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all
stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals
who may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation,
and/or need additional support to access materials, include:

Geographically isolated communities

Young People

Old People

Disabled people and those with learning disabilities

People who do not have English as a first language

Table 7: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Seldom Heard Groups

Consultation Approach

Older people

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within
the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper
copies of the consultation documents.

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital
formats and offering alternative formats such as dementia friendly,
braille and large print (upon request).

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback
can be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members
of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Disabled people and
those with learning
disabilities

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital
formats and providing alternate formats such as braille and large
print (upon request).

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members
of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project
team.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the
layout of the consultation room provide space for those with
wheelchairs to move around.

Geographically
isolated communities

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within
the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper
copies of the consultation documents.

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the
freepost address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the project.

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders
with further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of
location.

Young People

Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and
engage with the consultation.
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6.9 Information Channels

6.9.1

The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the
community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions,
request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and
documents. These channels are provided in Table 8 below.

Table 8: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

Method Contact Details Hours of operation

Website www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7

Telephone 01482 695 004 9am-5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to
take messages outside these hours)

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am-
5:30pm weekdays and responded to within 10
working days)

Post Freepost PEARTREE HILL 24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-

SOLAR FARM 5:30pm on weekdays)
6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered

on a case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information
required. This will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual
impairments, or an alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first
language, to enable them to take part in the consultation.
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7.1

7.1.1

7.1.2

8.1.1
8.1.2

8.1.3

RWE

Responding to the
consultation

How to respond to the consultation

Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on 10 June 2024.
Responses received after this date may not be considered.

Consultation responses can be made in the following ways:

e Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website
from Monday 29 April: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

e Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can
be handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost
(using Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be
collected from our community deposit locations or requested from the community
relations team as detailed in table 8.

¢ Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

e Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required)

How we will use
consultation feedback

When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received.
All feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is
important to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development.

Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation
Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has
shaped and influenced our proposed application.

The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security
and Net Zero as part of the DCO application.
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9.1.1
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Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be
published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and
protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection
Regulation. The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at:
www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.

Further consultation

If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further
targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant
and proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.

10. Contact details

10.1.1

10.1.2

10.1.3

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about
Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with
members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed
below.

Should you require any documents in large print, audio or braille then please contact us
using the details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is
accurate at the time of going to print.

Our communications channels are:

e Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
e Call: 01482 695004
e  Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp)
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Appendices

[all maps to be updated following design freeze]

Appendix 1 - Site Boundary Plan
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Appendix 2 - Site area plans
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Land Area B: Land North West of Long Riston
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Land Area C: Land West of Arnold
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Land Area D: Land South of the A1035
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Land Area E: Land East of Weel
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Land Area F: Land North of Wawne
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the document

1.11

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

1.1.6

1.1.7

RWE (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this Statement of Community Consultation
(“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new solar energy and storage scheme
known as Pear Tree Hill Solar Farm (“The Project”).

The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the
vicinity of The Project about the proposals.

Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other
stakeholders helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback
received will help shape The Project.

This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our
application for development consent. It includes:

e A description of the consenting process we must follow
e  What we will be consulting on

e  Who we will consult

¢ How we will consult

e How people can respond to the consultation

e How we will use the consultation feedback responses

Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, The Project is classed as a Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 (“the
2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net
Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).

This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which
requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the
local community regarding their proposals, and to carry out preapplication consultation
in accordance with this statement.

As the Project is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an environmental
impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how RWE intends to publicise and
consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with Regulation
12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)
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1.1.8

2.
2.1

2.1.1

2.1.2

2.1.3
2.1.4

2.1.5

RWE

In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets
out how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an
interest in land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the
community consultation activities set out in this document.

Peartree Hill Solar Farm
The Proposed Development

The Project is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative boundaries of
East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council. The Project will connect into the
National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable.

The Project comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up of six land
areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. These land
areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation and
enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick
Area B: Land North West of Long Riston
Area C: Land West of Arnold

Area D: Land South of the A1035

Area E: Land East of Weel

Area F: Land North of Wawne

The Project would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and national climate
commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to power
approximately 136,000 homes.!

The renewable energy produced by The Project would be equivalent to displacing over
11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to taking
166,000 cars off the road for a year.

Maps of the land areas that form The Project can be found in Appendix 2.

[please note: As this is an early draft of the SoCC, these are the land parcels presented
at non-statutory consultation. We are in the process of reviewing these following
feedback from the non-statutory consultation, environmental assessment work and
ongoing surveys]
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment

2.21

2.2.2

2.2.3

2.2.4

2.2.5

The Project constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) development’ as
defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2017.

An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the
likely significant effects of The Project are properly understood and whether
appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce
environmental effects. The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental
Statement containing the findings of the EIA.

An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023.
Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues
relevant to The Project and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The Scoping
Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-
content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157 /EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-

%20Scoping%200pinion.pdf

In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental

Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential
environmental effects of The Project and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and
will help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.

The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of
the statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO
application and EIA are finalised for submission.

1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption
in the UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)
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3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.1.4

3.15

3.1.6

3.1.7

3.1.8
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The Consenting process

As the Project will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree Hill Solar
Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to
submit an application for a DCO.

If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an
examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a
recommendation on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of
Energy Security and Net Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO
application.

Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with
people living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders.

Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development
Consent Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act. The 2008 Act
requires us to consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain
bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under
section 47 of the 2008 Act (the subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals
locally and nationally under section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA
Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees for those local authorities which
host The Project.

The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this
SoCC.

Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning
Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform
applicants, consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the
Planning Act 2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail
on the NSIP planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning

Inspectorate’s website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.

In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we provided East Riding of Yorkshire
Council, the host local authority for the Project with an opportunity to comment on a
draft version of this SoCC. Regard has been had to their responses in producing this final
version.

An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: The DCO Process

Pre-application > --------------------- Acceptance > -------------------- Pre-Examination > Y

Bxamination Y Decision e — Post Decision >

4.,

About RWE

4.1 The Applicant
RWE Generation

4.11

4.1.2

4.1.3

414

4.1.5

RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second
largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of
UK electricity.

In the UK, we currently operate:

e 10 offshore wind farms
e 33 onshore wind farms
e 21 hydro plants
e 1 biomass plant

RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar, established in 2012 JBM Solar has a proven track
record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK
and Ireland.

The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and
environmentally friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.

The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners,
communities, and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help
deliver projects that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community
and local wildlife.
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5. Engagement to date

5.1.1 The Applicant undertook non-statutory consultation on the Project between Monday 9
October and Monday 6 November 2023.

5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

to introduce The Project to the public, providing an overview of the project and the
national need for solar

present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options

to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on
our early-stage proposals

to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development

5.1.3  Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-

face public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a

mixture of direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local

parishes. Dedicated project information channels were established for those who had

questions about the Project or needed to get in contact with the project team. This

engagement is summarised in Table 1.

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date

Activity Total
Community Newsletters issued 11,516
In-person exhibitions 3
Stakeholder Briefings 8
Webinars 2
Website Visitors 400

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the

consultation to provide feedback. These included:

Completing an online feedback form on the project website

(www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)
Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post
(FREEPOST Peartree Hill Solar Farm)

Emailing feedback to the project email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)
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5.1.6

5.1.7

5.2

521
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Calling the project information line (01482 695004)

In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses
were received.

In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Project has engaged with key
stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular basis. These
stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the
Environment Agency, and Historic England.

More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-
Statutory Consultation Report [will be added to website] which is part of the
documents that are currently available on the project website. Archive documents from
the non-statutory consultation will remain available on the Project’s website. Paper
copies will be available on request and subject to a printing charge outlined in
paragraph 6.4.3.

Timeline for Proposed Development

Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of The Project from consultation
through to the Secretary of State decision.
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Figure 2 indicative project timeline

October 2023

Early stage (non-statutory)
consultation

Winter and Spring 2024
Ongoing environmental

impact assessment and

further design refinement

Autumn/Winter 2024

Development Consent Order
application submitted

2026

Determination by the
Secretary of State,
following the Examining
Authority’s report

RWE

—®Wi.inter 2023/24

Review all consultation
feedback and refine design

Spring 2024
g Statutory public consultation
on more progressed plans

2025

Examination process by
m_‘the Planning Inspectorate

—

Following

Commence construction
of Peartree Hill
(subject to planning)
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6. Statutory Consultation
under section 47 of the 2008
Act

6.1 How we will consult on the proposed
application

6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008
for six weeks starting on Monday 29 April 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation
responses is 11.59pm on Monday 10 June 2024. All responses to the consultation must
be received by the closing date.

6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and
interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.

6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation
will also include:

e Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment
Agency and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section
43 of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by The Project
(under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on the Project
(under Section 48 of the 2008 Act)

6.2 Who are we consulting?

6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to
anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.
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6.2.2

6.2.3

6.2.4

6.2.5

6.2.6
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We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the
purpose of communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.
The PCZ has been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two
kilometres from the proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) - within which the solar PV
panels, energy storage system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure
would be located. The PCZ also extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor
connecting to Creyke Beck substation.

The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:

e Existing physical features, such as main roads
o Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties

e Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport,
equipment areas or road modifications

Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted

by The Project by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.

This will include:

e parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs)
representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ

o elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and

e relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups
and groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups

We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the
PCZ are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation.

[please note the PCZ will be amended in the submitted SoCC for formal consultation. We are
in the process of making a decision on the cable route which will slightly reduce the PCZ]
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Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

6.3 Approach to community consultation

6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive,
meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital
methods of communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all
members of the community.

6.3.2  Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on
the proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Consultation Methods

Method

Detail

Inside the primary
consultation zone

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the project
and consultation programme, as well as project’s contact details.

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation
opportunities.

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how
people can get involved in the consultation.

Outside of the primary
consultation zone

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising,
and direct communication with organisations such as regional
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of
the PCZ.

Consultation Events

We will be holding three in-person events at locations spread
across the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters,
in local news media and in a public notice.

These events will run for periods of five hours between 10 am and
7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate
different availability.

Details of the events is available in table 5.

Webinars

Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join.
One webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one
towards the end of the consultation to provide an alternative
option for those who may not be able to attend the in-person
events. These will be held in the evening.

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The
webinars will be held on:

Wednesday 8 May 2024
Tuesday 4 June 2024

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those
unavailable to attend.
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Project information line and Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of

email the communications team on the project information line (01482
695 004), email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in
(Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM).

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five
working days.

Deposit and information Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC and
points the consultation brochure, PEIR will be available to view at the
following deposit locations and times:

o Skirlaugh East Riding of Yorkshire Office
e Leven Library
e Tickton Village Hall

[location to be confirmed]

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation
remains at the information points throughout the consultation
period.

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to
collect from the deposit locations above. Where possible the
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the
event venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these
spaces will be able to take hard copies away.

Project website A dedicated project website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be
live for people to find out more information about the proposals
and to provide feedback.

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and
available for download, free of charge from the document library.
Information will be consistent with materials available at the
deposit locations and consultation events.

6.4 What are we consulting on?

6.4.1 We will present proposals for The Project including how they have been informed by
our environmental assessments and consultation to date.

6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill
Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials:

e Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) - the PEIR sets out the
preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also
includes photomontages of The Project from various locations around the site.
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e Consultation Brochure - this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals
including a summary of each land area and the cable route.

e Maps - The maps will set out the site areas
All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website.
Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to
request hard copies of the PEIR. Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be
available at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35
per page to cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by
email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695004.

Table 3: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Consultation Materials

Material

Detail

Consultation newsletter

A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a
high-level overview of The Project details of the consultation
programme, including the location, dates and times of the public
consultation events and signposting to the project website.

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees
via emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in
the post.

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and
download on the project website.

Consultation Brochure

A consultation brochure will be published at the start of
consultation, providing a summary of the proposals we are
consulting on, an outline of the environmental assessment work,
details of how people can take part, and how feedback will be used
to influence and shape the proposals.

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by
contacting the communications team.

The brochure will also be available for download from the project
website

Feedback Form

A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects
of the Proposed Development.

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week
consultation period.

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost
envelopes.

The feedback form will also be available to download from the
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL
SOLAR FARM.

Exhibition Banners

Pull up banners will be created to display information about the
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the
Proposed Development.

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of The
Project at the public exhibitions and will allow for further
discussions with members of the project team during public
information events and other meetings.

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners o
the project website.

T,
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Preliminary Environmental
Informational Report (PEIR)

The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development,
and a preliminary assessment of the likely significant
environmental effects of the Proposed Development, based on the
initial information available at that time.

[t will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development.

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project
website. A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view
(but not take away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be
requested for a charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and
posting costs.

Technical maps and plans of
the project

Additional technical maps and plans for the Project will also be
available on the project website and at the consultation events and
deposit locations (tbc).

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be
reviewed on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a
reasonable copying charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350
for one full suite of documents) to be paid for by the recipient).

Project Website

A dedicated consultation website (see Table 4 for detail).

Publication of the consultation

We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation
within both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant
to Section 48 of the Act.

Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC)

This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit
points and in hard copy on request.

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to Section 48 of the Act.

Materials in alternative
formats

Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative
accessible formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative
languages.

All requests should be made to the communications team by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004.
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Table 4: The Project website and features

Function

Rationale

Online downloadable copies
of all the statutory
consultation material,
including: The PEIR,
consultation brochure,
exhibition banners and
feedback form

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may
not be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This
will ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who
wants to participate.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need
to contact the project team or attend an in-person event.

Online Feedback Form

To enable members of the public, submit their feedback online and
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.

Webinar sign-up form

To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.

Contact details

To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further
questions.

6.5 Consultation Events

6.5.1

Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information

about The Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events

will be held at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a

suitable location in the PCZ is not available.

6.5.2

Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at

each consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for

the Proposed Development, including maps.

6.5.3
6.5.4

Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals.

Table 5 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events.

Table 5: Details of the consultation events

Date Time Location

Monday 13 May 1pm-7pm Wawne Village Hall

2024 36 Main St, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH

Saturday 18 May 10am -4pm Tickton Village Hall

2024 Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ
Wednesday 22 May  1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall

2024

North St, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF
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6.6 Promoting the consultation

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of The Project and advertise the
statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 6 below.

Table 6: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Method

Detail

Consultation Newsletter

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email,
including local interest groups.

Press releases

To raise awareness of The Project and the consultation
programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we will share a
press release with local media outlets at the start of
consultation.

This will be sent to the following local and regional media
outlets:

Beverley and Holderness Gazette
Hull Live / Hull Daily Mail
Yorkshire Live

The Yorkshire Post

BBC Look North East

Stakeholder briefings

We will issue communications to key political stakeholders,
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the
consultation zone. This will provide information about the
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to
take part in the consultation via in-person or online
meetings.

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-
by-case basis.

Emails and Letters

We will send both emails and letters about the consultation
programme to:

host constituency and neighbouring constituency
area MPs;

elected representatives at the East Riding of
Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council

host parish councils;
host and neighbouring local authorities;
neighbouring parish councils; and

local interest groups, such as environmental groups.

Parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees.
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Statutory notices Statutory notices to publicise the consultation, in accordance

with Section 48 of the Act, will be published once in a
national newspaper (The Guardian) and the London Gazette
and twice (across two successive weeks) in local circulating
papers The Hull Daily Mail and The Beverley and Holderness
Gazette.

Statutory notices publicising the SoCC, in accordance with
Section 47 of the Act, will be published once (for one week)
in the Beverley and Holderness Gazette, Hull Daily Mail and
The Yorkshire Post.

Information Posters Posters including details of the consultation, how to access

information about The Project and how to get involved, will
be displayed at well-used public locations within and outside
of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic buildings.
These will be hosted in agreement with relevant
organisations and venues.

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help
raise awareness of the consultation.

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project

Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about
the proposals and consultation programme.

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage
younger people and those outside of the PCZ.

6.6.2

6.7

6.7.1

6.7.2

Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control,
where possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local
newspapers (via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development.
Any activity changes will also be published on the project website.

Wider Engagement

Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch
of the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the
Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest
groups, residents and landowners who get in touch.

All relevant parish councillors, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted
and will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be
encouraged to share information about the consultation with members of their
constituency/local community.
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6.8 Engagement with Seldom Heard groups

6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all
stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals
who may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation,
and/or need additional support to access materials, include:

Geographically isolated communities

Young People

Old People

Disabled people and those with learning disabilities

People who do not have English as a first language

Table 7: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Seldom Heard Groups

Consultation Approach

Older people

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within
the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper
copies of the consultation documents.

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital
formats and offering alternative formats such as dementia friendly,
braille and large print (upon request).

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback
can be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members
of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Disabled people and
those with learning
disabilities

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital
formats and providing alternate formats such as braille and large
print (upon request).

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members
of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project
team.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the
layout of the consultation room provide space for those with
wheelchairs to move around.

Geographically
isolated communities

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within
the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper
copies of the consultation documents.

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the
freepost address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the project.

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders
with further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of
location.

Young People

Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and
engage with the consultation.
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6.9 Information Channels

6.9.1

The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the
community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions,
request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and
documents. These channels are provided in Table 8 below.

Table 8: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

Method Contact Details Hours of operation

Website www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7

Telephone 01482 695 004 9am-5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to
take messages outside these hours)

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am-
5:30pm weekdays and responded to within 10
working days)

Post Freepost PEARTREE HILL 24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-

SOLAR FARM 5:30pm on weekdays)
6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered

on a case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information
required. This will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual
impairments, or an alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first
language, to enable them to take part in the consultation.
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7.1

7.1.1

7.1.2

8.1.1
8.1.2

8.1.3

RWE

Responding to the
consultation

How to respond to the consultation

Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on 10 June 2024.
Responses received after this date may not be considered.

Consultation responses can be made in the following ways:

e Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website
from Monday 29 April: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

e Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can
be handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost
(using Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be
collected from our community deposit locations or requested from the community
relations team as detailed in table 8.

¢ Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

e Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required)

How we will use
consultation feedback

When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received.
All feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is
important to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development.

Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation
Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has
shaped and influenced our proposed application.

The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security
and Net Zero as part of the DCO application.
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9.1.1
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Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be
published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and
protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection
Regulation. The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at:
www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.

Further consultation

If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further
targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant
and proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.

10. Contact details

10.1.1

10.1.2

10.1.3

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about
Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with
members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed
below.

Should you require any documents in large print, audio or braille then please contact us
using the details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is
accurate at the time of going to print.

Our communications channels are:

e Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
e Call: 01482 695004
e  Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp)
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Appendices

[all maps to be updated following design freeze]

Appendix 1 - Site Boundary Plan
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Appendix 2 - Site area plans
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Land Area B: Land North West of Long Riston
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Land Area C: Land West of Arnold
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Land Area D: Land South of the A1035
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Land Area E: Land East of Weel
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Land Area F: Land North of Wawne
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Appendix C-3 SoCC consultation

Appendix C-3.1 Email sharing SoCC for consultation with
East Riding of Yorkshire Council
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Peartree Hill Solar Farm - Request for comments on Statement of Community Consultation

Laura Tinker [ENEEEEE

Thu 2024-02-29 17:56

0 2 attachments (6 MB)
Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL DRAFT.pdf; Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL DRAFT.docx;

Dear James / Anna,

RWE RENEWABLES UK SOLAR & STORAGE LIMITED

PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM

SECTION 47 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008: DUTY TO CONSULT LOCAL COMMUNITY REQUEST FOR COMMENTS
ON THE STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

I am writing to you regarding RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd’s proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm,
a solar and battery storage project that would provide 320MW of clean energy, in East Riding of Yorkshire.

The proposed scheme is identified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act 2008
(as amended) (the 2008 Act) and therefore we are required to submit an application for a Development Consent
Order (DCO). The DCO application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final
decision is made by the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.

Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘statutory’ consultation on the proposals. We
intend to hold this consultation in Spring 2024.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, the Planning Act 2008 (Part 2, Section 47) requires RWE: “Prepares
a statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application, people living in
the vicinity of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each local authority that is
within section 43(1) about what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act 2008, we are inviting
you to participate in formal consultation on our draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC), which is
attached.

Please treat this email as notice of a request for comments on the contents of our SoCC from East Riding of
Yorkshire Council in accordance with Section 47(2) of the 2008 Act.

This is an important opportunity for you to share your views on our SoCC. We will record how we have
considered your views by responding to you directly in writing, and in our Consultation Report which forms part
of our application for a DCO to the Planning Inspectorate.

To aid the process of providing your comments, please find attached our SoCC (provided as Word and a Pdf file)
for you to review. Please provide any comments and suggested amendments in track changes as doing this will
assist us in ensuring these are recorded and considered. Please confirm receipt of this email and the
accompanying SoCC. If you wish to discuss the content of this email, please do not hesitate in contacting us
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or call 01482 695 004.

Please submit your comments on the draft SoCC via email to info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk. The deadline for

providing comments is by 11.59pm on Tuesday 2nd April 2024.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Cheers,

Laura Tinker
BA, MPlan, MRTPI
Associate
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Appendix C-3.2 Email sharing SoCC for consultation with
Hull City Council
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Peartree Hill Solar Farm - Request for comments on Statement of Community Consultation

<info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk>
Thu 2024-02-29 17:54

U 2 attachments (6 MB)
Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL DRAFT.pdf; Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL DRAFT.docx;

Dear S

RWE RENEWABLES UK SOLAR & STORAGE LIMITED

PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM

SECTION 47 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008: DUTY TO CONSULT LOCAL COMMUNITY REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON THE
STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

| am writing to you regarding RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd’s proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm, a solar and
battery storage project that would provide 320MW of clean energy, in East Riding of Yorkshire.

The proposed scheme is identified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act 2008 (as amended)
(the 2008 Act) and therefore we are required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO). The DCO
application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is made by the Secretary of
State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.

Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘statutory’ consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold this
consultation in Spring 2024.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, the Planning Act 2008 (Part 2, Section 47) requires RWE: “Prepares a statement
setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application, people living in the vicinity of the land. Before
preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each local authority that is within section 43(1) about what is to be in the
statement.”

Whilst not a host authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act 2008, we are inviting Hull City Council as a
neighbouring authority to participate in formal consultation on our draft SoCC, which is attached.

Please treat this email as notice of a request for comments on the contents of our SoCC from Hull City Council, as a
neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line.

This is an important opportunity for you to share your views on our SoCC. We will record how we have considered your views by
responding to you directly in writing, and in our Consultation Report which forms part of our application for a DCO to the Planning
Inspectorate.

To aid the process of providing your comments, please find attached our SoCC (provided as Word and a Pdf file) for you to review.
Please provide any comments and suggested amendments in track changes as doing this will assist us in ensuring these are
recorded and considered. Please confirm receipt of this email and the accompanying SoCC. If you wish to discuss the content of
this email, please do not hesitate in contacting us

info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or call 01482 695 004.

Please submit your comments on the draft SoCC via email to info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk. The deadline for providing comments
by 11.59pm on Tuesday 2 April 2024.

I look forward to

hearing from you.

Many thanks
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Appendix C-3.3 Copy of the draft SoCC provided to local
authorities for consultation
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the document

1.11

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

1.1.6

1.1.7

RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this
Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new
solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed
Development”).

The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity
of the Proposed Development about the proposals.

Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders
helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape
the Proposed Development.

This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application
for development consent. It includes:

e Adescription of the consenting process we must follow
e  What we will be consulting on

e Who we will consult

e How we will consult

o How people can respond to the consultation

e How we will use the consultation feedback responses

Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008
(“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and
Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).

This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires
applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community
regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with
this statement.

As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an
environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how we intend to
publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with
Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)
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1.1.8

2.
2.1

2.11

2.1.2

2.13

2.1.4

RWE

In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out
how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in
land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community
consultation activities set out in this document.

Peartree Hill Solar Farm
The Proposed Development

The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative
boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into
the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable.

The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up
of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed.
These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation
and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick
Area B: Land North West of Long Riston
Area C: Land West of Arnold

Area D: Land South of the A1035

Area E: Land East of Weel

Area F: Land North of Wawne

The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and na-
tional climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to
power approximately 136,000 homes.?

The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to dis-
placing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to
taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year.

1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the

UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment

2.2.1

2.2.2

2.2.3

2.2.4

2.2.5

3.11

3.1.2

The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’)
development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017.

An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely
significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether
appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental
effects. The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement
containing the findings of the EIA.

An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023.
Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues
relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The
Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-
content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-
%20Scoping%200pinion.pdf

In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental
Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental
effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will
help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.

The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the
statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application
and EIA are finalised for submission.

As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree
Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to
submit an application for a DCO.

If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an
examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation
on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net
Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application.
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3.15
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3.1.9

RWE

Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people
living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders.

Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent
Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act. The 2008 Act requires us to
consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed
under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the
subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48
of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees
for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development.

The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this
SoCC.

Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning
Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants,
consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act
2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP
planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.

As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council,
the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a
neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an
early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024.

In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the
SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring
authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on
Thursday 29 February 2024.

An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1: The DCO Process

Pre-application > -------------------- Acceptance > -------------------- Pre-Examination >----------------;

Examination > -------------------- Decision >—— Post Decision >
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About RWE

4.1 The Applicant
RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd

4.11

4.1.2

4.1.3

414

4.1.5

511

5.1.2

RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second
largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK
electricity.

In the UK, we currently operate:

e 10 offshore wind farms
e 33 onshore wind farms
e 21 hydro plants
e 1 biomass plant

RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track
record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and
Ireland.

The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally
friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.

The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities,
and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects
that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife.

Engagement to date

The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development
between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023.

The non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

e tointroduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the
Proposed Development and the national need for solar

e present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options

e to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our
early-stage proposals

e tooutline the next steps for the Proposed Development
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Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face
public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of
direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes.
Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the
Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement
is summarised in Table 1.

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date

Activity Total
Community Newsletters issued 11,516
In-person exhibitions 3
Stakeholder Briefings 8
Webinars 2
Website Visitors 400

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the
consultation to provide feedback. These included:

Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)
Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost
PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM)

Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

Calling the information line (01482 695004)

5.1.5 Intotal, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were
received.

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has
engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular
basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the
Environment Agency and Historic England.

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory

Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the
website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory

consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on
request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3.
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5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development

5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from
consultation through to the Secretary of State decision.

Figure 2 Indicative Proposed Development timeline

=

October 2023 &——

Early stage (non-statutory)
consultation

—®*Winter 2023/24

2024 Review all consultation

feedback and refine design
Winter and Spring 2024 e——
Ongoing environmental )
impact assessment and Spring 2024
further design refinement o Statutory public consultation
on more progressed plans

Autumn/Winter 2024 *———

Development Consent Order

application submitted 2025

Examination process by
the Planning Inspectorate

2026

Determination by the
Secretary of State,
following the Examining Following
Authority's report Commence construction
of Peartree Hill
(subject to planning)
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6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

RWE

Statutory Consultation under
section 47 of the 2008 Act

How we will consult on the proposed
application

We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six
weeks starting on Wednesday 15 May 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation
responses is 11.59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024. All responses to the consultation must
be received by the closing date.

This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and
interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.

As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will
also include:

e Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency
and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43
of the 2008 Act).
e Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed

Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on
the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act)

6.2 Who are we consulting?

6.2.1

6.2.2

We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to
anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.

We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of
communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act. The PCZ has
been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the
proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) — within which the solar PV panels, energy storage
system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also
extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation.
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6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:

Existing physical features, such as main roads
Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties

Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport,
equipment areas or road modifications

6.2.4  Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by
the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.
6.2.5 This will include:
parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs)
representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ
elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and

relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and
groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ
are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation.

Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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6.3 Approach to community consultation

6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive,
meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of
communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the
community.

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the

proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Method

Detail

Inside the primary consultation
zone

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed
Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s
contact details.

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation
opportunities.

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how
people can get involved in the consultation.

Outside of the primary
consultation zone

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and
direct communication with organisations such as regional
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the
PCZ.

Consultation Events

We will be holding four in-person events at locations spread across
the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in
local news media and in a public notice.

These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am
and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate
different availability.

Details of the events is available in table 6.

Webinars

Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One
webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards
the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be
held in the evening.

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars
will be held on:

Tuesday 28 May 2024
Wednesday 12 June 2024

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those
unavailable to attend.
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Project information line and email

Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of
the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004),
email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost
PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM).

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five
working days.

Deposit and information points

Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the
consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the
following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3):

Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE

Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley
HU17 5NG

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation
remains at the information points throughout the consultation period.

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to
collect from the deposit locations above. Where possible the
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event
venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will
be able to take hard copies away.

Project website

A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for
people to find out more information about the proposals and to
provide feedback.

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and
available for download, free of charge from the document library.
Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit
locations and consultation events.

Table 3: Details of the deposit locations

Location Address

Opening times

Beverley = Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE Monday 9:30 am-5 pm

Library

Tuesday 9:30 am-8 pm
Wednesday 9:30 am-5 pm
Thursday 9:30 am-8 pm
Friday 9:30 am-5 pm
Saturday 9 am-4 pm
Sunday Closed

Leven Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm

Library HU17 5NG
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6.4 What are we consulting on?

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been
informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date.

We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill
Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials:

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) — the PEIR sets out the
preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes
photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site.

PEIR Non-Technical summary — providing a summary of the findings from the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

Consultation Brochure — this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals
including a summary of each land area and the cable route.

Maps — The maps will set out the site areas

All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website.
Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to
request hard copies of the PEIR. Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available
at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to
cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004.

Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Consultation Materials

Material

Detail

Consultation newsletter

A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-
level overview of the Proposed Development details of the
consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of
the public consultation events and signposting to the project website.

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via
emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the
post.

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and
download on the project website.

Consultation Brochure

A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation,
providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline
of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can
take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the
proposals.

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by
contacting the communications team.

The brochure will also be available for download from the project
website

Feedback Form

A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of
the Proposed Development.

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week
consultation period.

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost
envelopes.

The feedback form will also be available to download from the
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL
SOLAR FARM.
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Exhibition Banners

Pull up banners will be created to display information about the
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the
Proposed Development.

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the
Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for
further discussions with members of the project team during public
information events and other meetings.

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on
the project website.

Preliminary Environmental
Information Report (PEIR)

The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and
a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental
effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information
available at that time.

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development.

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website.
A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take
away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a
charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs.

Non-technical summary of the
Preliminary Environmental
Information Report

The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental
Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on
the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points.

Technical maps and plans of the
Project

Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development
will also be available on the project website and at the consultation
events and deposit locations.

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed
on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying
charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of
documents) to be paid for by the recipient.

Project Website

A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail).

Publication of the consultation

We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within
both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section
48 of the Act.

Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC)

This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit
points and in hard copy on request.

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act.
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Materials in alternative formats

Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible
formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages.

All requests should be made to the communications team by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004.

Table 5: The Project website and features

Function

Rationale

Online downloadable copies of
all the statutory consultation
material, including: The PEIR,
consultation brochure,
exhibition banners, non-tech
summary of PEIR and feedback
form

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not
be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will
ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants
to participate.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to
contact the project team or attend an in-person event.

Online Feedback Form

To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.

Webinar sign-up form

To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.

Contact details

To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further
questions.

6.5

Consultation Events

Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about

the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held

at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location

Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each

consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the

Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals.

6.5.1
in the PCZ is not available.
6.5.2
Proposed Development, including maps.
6.5.3
6.5.4

Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events.
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Table 6: Details of the consultation events

Date Time Location
Tuesday 21 May 1pm-7pm Cottingham Civic Hall
2024 Market Green, Cottingham, HU16 5QG
Wednesday 22 May 1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall
2024 North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF
Saturday 1 June 2024 1lam-3pm Tickton Village Hall

Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ
Monday 3 June 2024 1pm-6.30pm Wawne Village Hall

36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH
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6.6 Promoting the consultation

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and
advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below.

Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Method

Detail

Consultation Newsletter

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email,
including local interest groups.

Press releases

To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the
consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we
will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of
consultation.

This will be sent to the following local and regional media
outlets.

Stakeholder briefings

We will issue communications to key political stakeholders,
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the
consultation zone. This will provide information about the
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take
part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings.

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-
case basis.

Emails and Letters

We will send both emails and letters about the consultation
programme to:

host constituency and neighbouring constituency area
MPs;

key elected representatives at the East Riding of
Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council

host and neighbouring parish councils;
host and neighbouring local authorities;

local interest groups, such as environmental groups.

Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees.

Statutory notices

Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC and consultation, in
accordance with section 48 and section 47 of the Act, will be
published as a joint notice once in a national newspaper (The
Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two
successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail
and Yorkshire Post.
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Information Posters Posters including details of the consultation, how to access

information about the Proposed Development and how to get
involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within
and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic
buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant
organisations and venues.

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help
raise awareness of the consultation.

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project

Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the
proposals and consultation programme.

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage
younger people and those outside of the PCZ.

6.6.2

6.7

6.7.1

6.7.2

6.8

6.8.1

6.8.2

Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where
possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers
(via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity
changes will also be published on the project website.

Wider Engagement

Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of
the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the
Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups,
residents and landowners who get in touch.

All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and
will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to
share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local
community.

Engagement with Seldom Heard groups

We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all
stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who
may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.

These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation,
and/or need additional support to access materials, include:
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e Geographically isolated communities

* Young People

e Old People

e Disabled people and those with learning disabilities

e People who do not have English as a first language

Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Seldom Heard Groups

Consultation Approach

Older people

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of
the consultation documents.

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats
and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request).

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can
be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Disabled people and
those with learning
disabilities

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats
and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request).

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project
team.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout
of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to
move around.

Geographically isolated
communities

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of
the consultation documents.

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost
address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed
Development.

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with
further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location.

Young People

Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage
with the consultation.
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Information Channels

The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the
community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions,
request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents.
These channels are provided in Table 9 below.

Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

Method Contact Details Hours of operation

Website www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7

Telephone 01482 695 004 9am-5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take
messages outside these hours)

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm
weekdays and responded to within 10 working days)

Post Freepost PEARTREE HILL 24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm

SOLAR FARM on weekdays)
6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a

case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This
will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an
alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable
them to take part in the consultation.
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Responding to the consultation

7.1 How to respond to the consultation

7.1.1

7.1.2

8.1.1

8.1.2

8.1.3

8.14

Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024.
Responses received after this date may not be considered.

Consultation responses can be made in the following ways:

e Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website
from Wednesday 15 May: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

e Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be
handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using
Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our
community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as
detailed in Table 9.

e Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

e  Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required)

How we will use consultation
feedback

When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All
feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important
to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development.

Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation
Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has
shaped and influenced our proposed application.

The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and
Net Zero as part of the DCO application.

Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be
published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and
protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation.
The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at:
www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.
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9. Further consultation

9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further
targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and
proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.

10. Contact details

10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about
Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with
members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below.

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the
details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the
time of going to print.

10.1.3 Our communications channels are:

e Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
e Call: 01482 695 004
e  Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp)
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Appendices

Appendix 1 — Site Boundary Plan

Legend

= Indicative Planning Red Line
Potential Area for Solar Development

= Creyke Beck Substation

= Indicative Cable Route

Site Plan with Cables
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Scale: 17,500 @ A0
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Appendix C-3.4 Chaser email asking for comments on
SoCC to Hull City Council
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From:

Subject: SoCC comments
Date: 08 April 2024 09:43:00

Hi Simon,

I hope you are well. My name is Sophie and | am getting in touch on behalf of RWE following our
conversation a few weeks ago. We’re keen to see if you have any comments on our Statement of

Community Consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.

We look forward to hearing from you. Thank you,
Sophie
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Appendix C-4 Response from local author-
ity on SoCC

Appendix C-4.1 Email with comments on draft SoCC from
East Riding of Yorkshire Council
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Re: Peartree Hill Solar Farm - Request for comments on Statement of Community Consultation

Anna Wheldale <[

Fri 2024-03-08 14:05

U 1 attachments (5 MB)
Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL DRAFT ERYC Comments.docx;

Hi Laura

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this. | have very limited comments to make but have
included a couple of points as tracked changes attached.

Thanks

Anna

Anna Wheldale_

Planning Team Leader (Strategic)

Web: www.eastriding.gov.uk

o /) © o

(OUR PRIORITY OUR PRIORITY UK FRICRITY 2 OUR PRICRITY

GROWING THE EMPOWERING VALUING THE HELPING CHILDREN ~ PROTECTING THE
ECONOMY AND SUPPORTING ENVIRONMENT AND YOUNG VULNERABLE

COMMUNITIES PEOPLE ACHIEVE

! ‘f_ .1 | .i‘:. A
- L% p ﬂ S Tim : F_

From: N

Sent: Thursday, February 29, 2024 5:56 PM
To:

Cc:
Subject: Peartree Hill Solar Farm - Request for comments on Statement of Community Consultation

Some people who received this message don't often get email fror‘r_

[CAUTION]This email was sent from outside of your organisation. Do not click any links, preview or open attachments, or provide any log-in details
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear James / Anna,

RWE RENEWABLES UK SOLAR & STORAGE LIMITED



PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM
SECTION 47 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008: DUTY TO CONSULT LOCAL COMMUNITY REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON THE
STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

| am writing to you regarding RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd’s proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm, a solar and
battery storage project that would provide 320MW of clean energy, in East Riding of Yorkshire.

The proposed scheme is identified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act 2008 (as
amended) (the 2008 Act) and therefore we are required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO).
The DCO application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is made by the
Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.

Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘statutory’ consultation on the proposals. We intend to hold
this consultation in Spring 2024.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, the Planning Act 2008 (Part 2, Section 47) requires RWE: “Prepares a
statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application, people living in the vicinity of
the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each local authority that is within section 43(1) about
what is to be in the statement.”

As a representative of a local authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act 2008, we are inviting you to
participate in formal consultation on our draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC), which is attached.

Please treat this email as notice of a request for comments on the contents of our SoCC from East Riding of Yorkshire
Council in accordance with Section 47(2) of the 2008 Act.

This is an important opportunity for you to share your views on our SoCC. We will record how we have considered your
views by responding to you directly in writing, and in our Consultation Report which forms part of our application for a DCO
to the Planning Inspectorate.

To aid the process of providing your comments, please find attached our SoCC (provided as Word and a Pdf file) for you to
review. Please provide any comments and suggested amendments in track changes as doing this will assist us in ensuring
these are recorded and considered. Please confirm receipt of this email and the accompanying SoCC. If you wish to discuss
the content of this email, please do not hesitate in contacting us info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or call 01482 695 004.

Please submit your comments on the draft SoCC via email to info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk. The deadline for providing

comments is by 11.59pm on Tuesday 2nd April 2024.
I look forward to hearing from you.

Cheers,

Laura Tinker

BA, MPlan, MRTPI
Associate

T:
M:
E:

dwa=ita.co.uk

Chartered Surveyors & Town Planners
69 Carter Lane, London, EC4V 5EQ

DWD



DWD is the trading name of DWD Property and Planning Limited, a subsidiary of RSK Environment Limited. Registered in England No. 15174312. Registered Office: Spring
Lodge, 172 Chester Road, Helsby, Cheshire, England, WA6 OAR. This e-mail (and any attachments) may be confidential and privileged and exempt from disclosure under law.

If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and delete the email. Any unauthorised disclosure, copying or dissemination is strictly prohibited.

All East Riding of Yorkshire Council emails and attachments (other than information provided pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or the
Environmental Information Regulations 2004) are private and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.
Unauthorised use is not permitted. If this email was not intended for you, you may not copy, use or share the information in any way. Please email
postmaster@eastriding.gov.uk to advise us that you have received this email in error. The Council makes every effort to virus check this email and its
attachments. We cannot accept any responsibility or liability for loss or damage which may happen from opening this email or any attachment(s). It is
recommended that you run an antivirus program on any material you download. This message has been sent over the internet and unless encrypted
email should not be treated as a secure means of communication. Please bear this in mind when deciding what information to include in any email
messages you send the Council. The Council does not accept service of legal documents by email. The Council reserves the right to monitor record and
retain incoming and outgoing emails for security reasons and for monitoring compliance with our policy on staff use. As a public body, the Council may
be required to disclose the contents of emails under data protection laws and the Freedom of Information Act 2000. We will withhold information
where there is a good reason to do so. For information about what we do with personal data see our privacy notices on
www.eastriding.gov.uk/privacyhub.
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Appendix C-4.2 Marked up SoCC from East Riding of
Yorkshire Council
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the document

111

1.14

1.15

RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this
Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new
solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed
Development”)

The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity
of the Proposed Development about the proposals.

Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders
helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape
the Proposed Development.

This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application
for development consent. It includes:

e Adescription of the consenting process we must follow
e  What we will be consulting on

*  Who we will consult

e How we will consult

e How people can respond to the consultation

¢ How we will use the consultation feedback responses

Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008
(“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and
Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCQO”).

This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires
applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community
regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with
this statement.

As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an
environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SOCC also sets out how we intend to
publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with
Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)
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In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out
how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in
land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community
consultation activities set out in this document.

Peartree Hill Solar Farm
The Proposed Development

The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative
boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into
the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable.

The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up
of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed.
These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation
and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick
Area B: Land North West of Long Riston
Area C: Land West of Arnold

Area D: Land South of the A1035

Area E: Land East of Weel

Area F: Land North of Wawne

The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and na-
tional climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to
power approximately 136,000 homes.*

The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to dis-
placing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to
taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year.

1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the

UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment

221

The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’)
development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017.

An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely
significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether
appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental
effects. The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement
containing the findings of the EIA.

An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023.
Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues
relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The
Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-
content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-
%20Scoping%200pinion.pdf

In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental
Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental
effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will
help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.

The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the
statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application
and EIA are finalised for submission.

The consenting process

As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree
Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to
submit an application for a DCO.

If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an
examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation
on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net
Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application.
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3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people
living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders.

3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent
Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act. The 2008 Act requires us to
consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed
under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the
subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48
of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees
for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development.

3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this
SoCC.

3.1.6  Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning
Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants,
consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act
2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP
planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.

3.1.7 As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council,
the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a
neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an
early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024.

3.1.8 Inline with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the
SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring
authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on
Thursday 29 February 2024.

3.1.9 Anoverview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1: The DCO Process
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4. About RWE

4.1 The Applicant
RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd

4.1.1

4.1.2

413

4.1.4

4.1.5

RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second

largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK

electricity.

In the UK, we currently operate:

10 offshore wind farms
33 onshore wind farms
21 hydro plants

1 biomass plant

RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track
record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and

Ireland.

The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally

friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.

The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities,

and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects

that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife.

Engagement to date

The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development
between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023.

The non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

to introduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the
Proposed Development and the national need for solar

present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options

to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our

§
]
early-stage proposals §

to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development

Page 6




RWE

5.1.3  Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face
public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of
direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes.
Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the
Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement
is summarised in Table 1.

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date

Activity Total
Community Newsletters issued 11,516
In-person exhibitions 3
Stakeholder Briefings 8
Webinars 2
Website Visitors 400

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the
consultation to provide feedback. These included:

o Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

e Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost
PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM)

o Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)
o Calling the information line (01482 695004)

5.1.5 Intotal, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were

received.

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has
engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular
basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the
Environment Agency and Historic England.

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory
Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the
website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory
consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on
request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3.

S
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5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development

5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from
consultation through to the Secretary of State decision.

Figure 2 Indicative Proposed Development timeline

]

Em

October 2023 &———
Early stage (non-statutory)
consultation

[ ®*Winter 2023/24
m Review all consultation
feedback and refine design
Winter and Spring 2024 —
Ongoing environmental :
impact assessment and Spring 2024
further design refinement o Statutory public consultation
on more progressed plans

Autumn/Winter 2024 &——
Development Consent Order

application submitted -

Examination process by
the Planning Inspectorate

2026
Determination by the

Secretary of State,
following the Examining Following

Authority’s report Commence construction
of Peartree Hill
(subject to planning)
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6.

6.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

RWE

Statutory Consultation under
section 47 of the 2008 Act

How we will consult on the proposed
application

We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six
weeks starting on Monday 29 April 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation responses
is 11.59pm on Monday 10 June 2024. All responses to the consultation must be received by
the closing date.

This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and
interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.

As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will
also include:

e Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency
and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43
of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed
Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on
the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act)

Who are we consulting?

We will consult widely in accordance with this SOCC. Our consultation process is open to
anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.

We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of
communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act. The PCZ has
been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the
proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) — within which the solar PV panels, energy storage
system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also
extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation.
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6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:

Existing physical features, such as main roads
Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties

Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport,
equipment areas or road modifications

6.2.4  Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by
the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.
6.2.5 This will include:
parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs)
representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ
elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and

relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and
groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ
are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation.

Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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6.3 Approach to community consultation

6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive,
meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of
communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the

community.

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the
proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Method

Detail

Inside the primary consultation
zone

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed
Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s
contact details.

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation
opportunities.

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how
people can get involved in the consultation.

Outside of the primary
consultation zone

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and
direct communication with organisations such as regional
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the
PCz.

Consultation Events

We will be holding three in-person events at locations spread across
the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in
local news media and in a public notice.

These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am
and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate
different availability.

Details of the events is available in table 6.

Webinars

Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One
webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards
the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be
held in the evening.

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars
will be held on:

* Wednesday 8 May 2024

e Tuesday 4 June 2024

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those
unavailable to attend.
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Project information line and email Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of
the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004),
email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost
PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM).

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five
working days.

Deposit and information points Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the
consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the
following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3):

o Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE

o Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley
HU17 5NG

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation
remains at the information points throughout the consultation period.

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to
collect from the deposit locations above. Where possible the
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event
venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will
be able to take hard copies away.

Project website A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for
people to find out more information about the proposals and to
provide feedback.

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and
available for download, free of charge from the document library.
Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit
locations and consultation events.

Table 3: Details of the deposit locations

Location  Address Opening times
Beverley ~ Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE Monday 9:30 am-5 pm
Library Tuesday 9:30 am-8 pm

Wednesday 9:30 am-5 pm
Thursday 9:30 am-8 pm
Friday 9:30 am-5 pm
Saturday 9 am-4 pm
Sunday Closed

Leven Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm
Library HU17 5NG

S
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6.4 What are we consulting on?

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been
informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date.

We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill
Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials:

lPreIiminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) — the PEIR sets out the
preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes
photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site.
PEIR Non-Technical summary — providing a summary of the findings from the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

Consultation Brochure — this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals
including a summary of each land area and the cable route.

Maps — The maps will set out the site areas\

All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website.
Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to
request hard copies of the PEIR. Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available
at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to
cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004.

Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Consultation Materials

Material

Detail

Consultation newsletter

A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-
level overview of the Proposed Development details of the
consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of
the public consultation events and signposting to the project website.

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via
emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the
post.

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and
download on the project website.

Consultation Brochure

A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation,
providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline
of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can
take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the
proposals.

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by
contacting the communications team.

The brochure will also be available for download from the project
website

Feedback Form

A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of
the Proposed Development.

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week
consultation period.

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost
envelopes.

The feedback form will also be available to download from the
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL
SOLAR FARM.
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Exhibition Banners Pull up banners will be created to display information about the
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the
Proposed Development.

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the
Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for
further discussions with members of the project team during public
information events and other meetings.

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on
the project website.

Preliminary Environmental The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and

Information Report (PEIR) a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental
effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information
available at that time.

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development.

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website.
A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take
away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a
charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs.

Non-technical summary of the The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental
Preliminary Environmental Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on
Information Report the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points.

Technical maps and plans of the Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development
Project will also be available on the project website and at the consultation
events and deposit locations.

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed
on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying
charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of
documents) to be paid for by the recipient.

Project Website A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail).

Publication of the consultation We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within
both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section
48 of the Act.

Statement of Community This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the

Consultation (SoCC) consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit

points and in hard copy on request.

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act.

S
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Materials in alternative formats

Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible
formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages.

All requests should be made to the communications team by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004.

Table 5: The Project website and features

Function

Rationale

Online downloadable copies of
all the statutory consultation
material, including: The PEIR,
consultation brochure,
exhibition banners, non-tech
summary of PEIR and feedback
form

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not
be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will
ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants
to participate.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to
contact the project team or attend an in-person event.

Online Feedback Form

To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.

Webinar sign-up form

To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.

Contact details

To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further
questions.

6.5 Consultation Events

6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about
the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held
at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location
in the PCZ is not available.

6.5.2  Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each
consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the
Proposed Development, including maps.

6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals.

6.5.4 Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events.
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I‘I’able 6: Details of the consultation events

Commented [AW2]: Suggest one Cottingham/Creyke
Beck way in addition if possible as these are all east
and some of the PCZ stretches further west

Date Time Location

Monday 13 May 1pm-7pm Wawne Village Hall

2024 36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH
Saturday 18 May 1lam -3pm Tickton Village Hall

2024 Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ
Wednesday 22 May 1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall

2024

North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF

6.6 Promoting the consultation

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and
advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below.

Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Method

Detail

Consultation Newsletter

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email,
including local interest groups.

Press releases

To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the
consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we
will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of
consultation.

This will be sent to the following local and regional media
outlets.

Stakeholder briefings

We will issue communications to key political stakeholders,
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the
consultation zone. This will provide information about the
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take
part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings.

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-
case basis.

Emails and Letters

We will send both emails and letters about the consultation
programme to:

* host constituency and neighbouring constituency area
MPs;

o key elected representatives at the East Riding of
Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council

* host and neighbouring parish councils;
¢ host and neighbouring local authorities;
o local interest groups, such as environmental groups.

Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees.

Statutory notices

Statutory notices to publicise the consultation, in accordance
with section 48 of the Act, will be published once in a national
newspaper (The Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice
(across two successive weeks) in local circulating papers The
Hull Daily Mail and The Beverley and Holderness Gazette.

Statutory notices publicising the SoCC, in accordance with
section 47 of the Act, will be published once (for one week) in
the Beverley and Holderness Gazette, Hull Daily Mail and The
Yorkshire Post.

S
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Information Posters Posters including details of the consultation, how to access
information about the Proposed Development and how to get
involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within
and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic
buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant
organisations and venues.

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help
raise awareness of the consultation.

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project
Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the
proposals and consultation programme.

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage
younger people and those outside of the PCZ.

6.6.2  Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where
possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers
(via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity
changes will also be published on the project website.

6.7 Wider Engagement

6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of
the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the
Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups,
residents and landowners who get in touch.

6.7.2  All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and
will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to
share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local
community.

6.8 Engagement with Seldom Heard groups

6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all
stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who
may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation,
and/or need additional support to access materials, include:

S
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e Geographically isolated communities

* Young People

e Old People

o Disabled people and those with learning disabilities

e People who do not have English as a first language

Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Seldom Heard Groups Consultation Approach

Older people Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of
the consultation documents.

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats
and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request).

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can
be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Disabled people and Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats
those with learning and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request).
disabilities

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project
team.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout
of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to
move around.

Geographically isolated Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the
communities PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of
the consultation documents.

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost
address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed
Development.

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with
further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location.

Young People Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage
with the consultation.

S
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6.9 Information Channels

6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the
community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions,
request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents.
These channels are provided in Table 9 below.

Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

Method Contact Details Hours of operation

Website www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7

Telephone 01482 695 004 9am-5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take
messages outside these hours)

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am—-5:30pm
weekdays and responded to within 10 working days)
Post Freepost PEARTREE HILL 24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm
SOLAR FARM on weekdays)

6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a
case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This
will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an
alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable
them to take part in the consultation.
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7. Responding to the consultation
7.1 How to respond to the consultation

7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Monday 10 June 2024.
Responses received after this date may not be considered.

7.1.2  Consultation responses can be made in the following ways:

e Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website
from Monday 29 April: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

e Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be
handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using
Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our
community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as
detailed in Table 9.

¢ Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
e Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required)

8. How we will use consultation
feedback

8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All
feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important
to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development.

8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation
Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has
shaped and influenced our proposed application.

8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and
Net Zero as part of the DCO application.

8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be
published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and
protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation.

<
The pri tice for th isiting th ject website i ilable at §
e privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: \

www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.

Page 24
7,
1/ /%
1/
// // /
11
1117/ ///7/ iy
007707707072,


http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/

RWE

9. Further consultation

9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further
targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and
proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.

10. Contact details

10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about
Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with
members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below.

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the
details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the
time of going to print.

10.1.3 Our communications channels are:

o Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
e Call: 01482 695 004
e Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp)
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Appendices

Appendix 1 - Site Boundary Plan

Legend

= Indicative Planning Red Line
Potential Area for Solar Development

= Creyke Beck Substation

* Indicative Cable Route

Site Plan with Cables

2900272024
1
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Appendix C-5 Emails to local authorities
with updated SoCC and table of amends

Appendix C-5.1 Email to East Riding of Yorkshire with
updated SoCC
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From:
To:

Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL clean.pdf

Peartree Hill Solar Farm - SoCC and PPA update
11 April 2024 16:27:08
Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL tracked.docx

Good afternoon Anna,

Thanks again for your comments on the draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)
received on 8 March 2024 regarding RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd’s proposals for

Peartree Hill Solar Farm.

We have reviewed your comments and also made some changes to the document, outlined
below, due to a slight change in consultation dates. Please find attached the updated final SoCC,

including a word tracked changes version for your information.

Paragraph

Comment

Change made

6.4.2. What we are
consulting on

East Riding of Yorkshire
Council: From experience of
other schemes the more detail
you can provide the public, the
better. Those who's houses are
close by will want to know
what will be located close to
their house, how tall panels
will be. what road
improvements are proposed
etc, what landscaping is
proposed etc. Will you also
consult on supporting docs
such as TA/Ecology information
for consulting with He and NE
etc?

No change made. We don’t
have a draft Traffic
Assessment to share at the
PEIR stage.

The PEIR (which will be issued
as part of the statutory
consultation) will have
Transport and Ecology
chapters with corresponding
figures and appendices. We've
been sharing this data and
preliminary assessments with
key stakeholder including
EYRC Highways and Natural
England to date and will
continue to do so.

6.5 Consultation events

East Riding of Yorkshire
Council: Suggest an event at
Cottingham/Creyke Beck way
in addition if possible as these
are all east and some of the
PCZ stretches further west

An additional consultation
event will be held at
Cottingham Civic Hall, Market
Green, Cottingham on
Tuesday 21 May 2024, ipm-
7pm

Throughout — consultation
dates

RWE change

The dates for the consultation
have moved to Tuesday 7 May
to Tuesday 18 June 2024.

As such two of the
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1. [bookmark: _Toc155772440][bookmark: _Toc160106500]Introduction



1.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772441][bookmark: _Toc160106501]Purpose of the document



1.1.1 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed Development”).

1.1.2 The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity of the Proposed Development about the proposals.  

1.1.3 Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape the Proposed Development.

1.1.4 This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application for development consent. It includes:

A description of the consenting process we must follow

What we will be consulting on

Who we will consult

How we will consult 

How people can respond to the consultation

How we will use the consultation feedback responses 

1.1.5 Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”). 

1.1.6 This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with this statement. 

1.1.7 As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how we intend to publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”) 

1.1.8 In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community consultation activities set out in this document.  



2. [bookmark: _Toc155772442][bookmark: _Toc160106502]Peartree Hill Solar Farm 

2.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772443][bookmark: _Toc160106503]The Proposed Development



2.1.1 The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable.

2.1.2 The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed. These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are: 

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick

Area B: Land North West of Long Riston

Area C: Land West of Arnold

Area D: Land South of the A1035

Area E: Land East of Weel

Area F: Land North of Wawne

2.1.3 The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and national climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to power approximately 136,000 homes.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)] 


2.1.4 The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to displacing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year.



2.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772444][bookmark: _Toc160106504]Environmental Impact Assessment



2.2.1 The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’) development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017.

2.2.2 An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental effects.  The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement containing the findings of the EIA.

2.2.3 An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023. Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:  https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-%20Scoping%20Opinion.pdf 

2.2.4 In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will help consultees to take an informed view on these matters. 

2.2.5 The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application and EIA are finalised for submission. 



3. [bookmark: _Toc155772445][bookmark: _Toc160106505]The consenting process  

3.1.1 As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to submit an application for a DCO.

3.1.2 If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application. 

3.1.3 Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders.

3.1.4 Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act requires us to consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48 of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development.

3.1.5 The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this SoCC. 

3.1.6 Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants, consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act 2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/. 

3.1.7 As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024. 

3.1.8 In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on Thursday 29 February 2024.

3.1.9 An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1.



Figure 1: The DCO Process 
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4. [bookmark: _Toc155772446][bookmark: _Toc160106506]About RWE

4.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772447][bookmark: _Toc160106507]The Applicant

 RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd



4.1.1 RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK electricity.

4.1.2 In the UK, we currently operate:

10 offshore wind farms

33 onshore wind farms

21 hydro plants

1 biomass plant

4.1.3 RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and Ireland.

4.1.4 The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass. 

4.1.5 The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities, and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife.



5. [bookmark: _Toc155772448][bookmark: _Toc160106508]Engagement to date



5.1.1 The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023.

5.1.2 The non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

to introduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the Proposed Development and the national need for solar

present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options

to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our early-stage proposals

to outline the next steps for the Proposed Development

5.1.3 Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes. Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement is summarised in Table 1.



Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date

		Activity

		Total



		Community Newsletters issued

		11,516



		In-person exhibitions 

		3



		Stakeholder Briefings 

		8



		Webinars

		2



		Website Visitors

		400







5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the consultation to provide feedback. These included:

Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM)

Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) 

Calling the information line (01482 695004)

5.1.5 In total, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were received.

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the Environment Agency and Historic England.

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3.



5.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772449][bookmark: _Toc160106509]Timeline for Proposed Development



5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from consultation through to the Secretary of State decision. 
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6. [bookmark: _Toc155772450][bookmark: _Toc160106510]Statutory Consultation under section 47 of the 2008 Act 



6.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772451][bookmark: _Toc160106511]How we will consult on the proposed application



6.1.1 We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six weeks starting on Monday 29 AprilTuesday 7 May 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation responses is 11.59pm on Monday 10Tuesday 18 June 2024.  All responses to the consultation must be received by the closing date.

6.1.2 This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.  

6.1.3 As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will also include:

Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act).

Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43 of the 2008 Act). 

Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act)


6.2 [bookmark: _Toc155772452][bookmark: _Toc160106512]Who are we consulting?



6.2.1 We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill. 

6.2.2 We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act.  The PCZ has been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) – within which the solar PV panels, energy storage system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation. 

6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:

Existing physical features, such as main roads 

Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties 

Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport, equipment areas or road modifications

6.2.4 Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site. 

6.2.5 This will include:

parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs) representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ 

elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and 

relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups  

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation.
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6.3 [bookmark: _Toc155772453][bookmark: _Toc160106513]Approach to community consultation

6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the community.

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information. 


Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Method

		Detail



		Inside the primary consultation zone 

		All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s contact details.

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ. 

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation opportunities.

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how people can get involved in the consultation.



		Outside of the primary consultation zone

		We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and direct communication with organisations such as regional environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the PCZ.



		Consultation Events 

		We will be holding three four in-person events at locations spread across the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in local news media and in a public notice.

These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate different availability. 

Details of the events is available in table 6.



		Webinars 

		Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be held in the evening. 

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars will be held on:

Wednesday 158 May 2024

Tuesday 4 June 2024 

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those unavailable to attend. 



		Project information line and email 

		Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004), email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM).

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five working days. 



		Deposit and information points 

		Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3):

Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE

Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley HU17 5NG

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation remains at the information points throughout the consultation period.

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to collect from the deposit locations above.  Where possible the consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will be able to take hard copies away.



		Project website

		A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for people to find out more information about the proposals and to provide feedback. 

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and available for download, free of charge from the document library. Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit locations and consultation events.









Table 3:  Details of the deposit locations

		Location 

		Address

		Opening times 



		Beverley Library

		Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE

		Monday 9:30 am–5 pm
Tuesday 9:30 am–8 pm
Wednesday 9:30 am–5 pm
Thursday 9:30 am–8 pm
Friday 9:30 am–5 pm
Saturday 9 am–4 pm
Sunday Closed



		Leven Library

		Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley HU17 5NG

		Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm







6.4 [bookmark: _Toc155772454][bookmark: _Toc160106514]What are we consulting on?



6.4.1 We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date.

6.4.2 We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials:

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) – the PEIR sets out the preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site.

PEIR Non-Technical summary – providing a summary of the findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

Consultation Brochure – this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals including a summary of each land area and the cable route.

Maps – The maps will set out the site areas 

6.4.3 All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website. Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to request hard copies of the PEIR.  Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004.

Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Consultation Materials



		Material

		Detail



		Consultation newsletter

		A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-level overview of the Proposed Development details of the consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of the public consultation events and signposting to the project website. 

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the post.

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and download on the project website.



		 Consultation Brochure 

		A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation, providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the proposals.

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by contacting the communications team.

The brochure will also be available for download from the project website 



		Feedback Form

		A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of the Proposed Development.

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week consultation period.

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost envelopes.

The feedback form will also be available to download from the website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM.



		Exhibition Banners 

		Pull up banners will be created to display information about the proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the Proposed Development.

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for further discussions with members of the project team during public information events and other meetings.

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on the project website.



		Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR)

		The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information available at that time. 

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development.

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website. A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs. 



		Non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental Information Report

		The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points. 



		Technical maps and plans of the Project

		Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development will also be available on the project website and at the consultation events and deposit locations. 

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of documents) to be paid for by the recipient.



		Project Website 

		A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail).



		Publication of the consultation

		We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section 48 of the Act.



		Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)

		This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit points and in hard copy on request. 

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act.



		Materials in alternative formats 

		Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages. 

All requests should be made to the communications team by email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004.







Table 5: The Project website and features

		Function

		Rationale 



		Online downloadable copies of all the statutory consultation material, including: The PEIR, consultation brochure, exhibition banners, non-tech summary of PEIR and feedback form

		To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants to participate. 



		Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

		To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to contact the project team or attend an in-person event.



		Online Feedback Form

		To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity. 



		Webinar sign-up form

		To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.     



		Contact details 

		To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further questions.







6.5 [bookmark: _Toc155772455][bookmark: _Toc160106515]Consultation Events 

6.5.1 Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location in the PCZ is not available.

6.5.2 Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the Proposed Development, including maps.

6.5.3 Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals.

6.5.4 Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events.




Table 6:  Details of the consultation events

		Date 

		Time 

		Location



		Monday 13 May 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Wawne Village Hall

36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH



		Saturday 18 May 2024

		11am -3pm

		Tickton Village Hall

Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ 



		Tuesday 21 May 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Cottingham Civic Hall

Market Green, Cottingham, HU16 5QG



		Wednesday 22 May 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Leven Village Hall

North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF 



		Monday 3 June 2024

		1pm-7pm

		Wawne Village Hall

36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH







6.6 [bookmark: _Toc155772456][bookmark: _Toc160106516]Promoting the consultation



6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below.



Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Method

		Detail



		Consultation Newsletter



		Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email, including local interest groups.



		Press releases 





		To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of consultation. 

This will be sent to the following local and regional media outlets.



		Stakeholder briefings 

		We will issue communications to key political stakeholders, representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the consultation zone. This will provide information about the proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings.

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-case basis.



		Emails and Letters

		We will send both emails and letters about the consultation programme to:

host constituency and neighbouring constituency area MPs;

key elected representatives at the East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council

host and neighbouring parish councils;

host and neighbouring local authorities;

local interest groups, such as environmental groups.

Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees.



		Statutory notices 

		Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC and consultation, in accordance with section 48 and section 47 of the Act, will be published as a joint notice once in a national newspaper (The Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail and The Beverley and Holderness GazetteYorkshire Post.

Statutory notices publicising the SoCC, in accordance with section 47 of the Act, will be published once (for one week) in the Beverley and Holderness Gazette, Hull Daily Mail and The Yorkshire Post.



		Information Posters 

		Posters including details of the consultation, how to access information about the Proposed Development and how to get involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant organisations and venues.

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help raise awareness of the consultation.



		Social Media Advertising

		We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the proposals and consultation programme. 

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage younger people and those outside of the PCZ.







6.6.2 Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers (via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity changes will also be published on the project website. 



6.7 [bookmark: _Toc155772457][bookmark: _Toc160106517]Wider Engagement

6.7.1 Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups, residents and landowners who get in touch.

6.7.2 All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local community.



6.8 [bookmark: _Toc155772458][bookmark: _Toc160106518][bookmark: _Toc155691480][bookmark: _Toc155772459]Engagement with Seldom Heard groups

6.8.1 We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods. 

6.8.2 These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation, and/or need additional support to access materials, include:

Geographically isolated communities 

Young People

Old People

Disabled people and those with learning disabilities 

People who do not have English as a first language



Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Seldom Heard Groups

		Consultation Approach



		Older people 

		Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of the consultation documents. 

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation through conventional communications channels, including by freepost and the information phoneline.

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request).

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.



		Disabled people and those with learning disabilities 

		Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request).

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation through conventional communications channels, including by freepost and the information phoneline.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project team.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to move around. 



		Geographically isolated communities 

		Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of the consultation documents. 

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed Development. 

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location.



		Young People

		Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage with the consultation.







6.9 [bookmark: _Toc155772460][bookmark: _Toc160106519]Information Channels

6.9.1 The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions, request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents. These channels are provided in Table 9 below.



Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

		Method

		Contact Details

		Hours of operation 



		Website 

		www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk

		24/7 



		Telephone





		01482 695 004

		9am–5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take messages outside these hours)



		Email

		info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 

		24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am–5:30pm weekdays and responded to within 10 working days)



		Post





		Freepost PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM

		24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm on weekdays)







6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable them to take part in the consultation.








7. [bookmark: _Toc155772461][bookmark: _Toc160106520]Responding to the consultation

7.1 [bookmark: _Toc155772462][bookmark: _Toc160106521]How to respond to the consultation



7.1.1 Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Monday 10Tuesday 18 June June 2024. Responses received after this date may not be considered. 

7.1.2 Consultation responses can be made in the following ways:

Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website from Monday 29 AprilTuesday 8 May: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as detailed in Table 9.

Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required)



8. [bookmark: _Toc155772463][bookmark: _Toc160106522]How we will use consultation feedback



8.1.1 When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development.

8.1.2 Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has shaped and influenced our proposed application. 

8.1.3 The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero as part of the DCO application.

8.1.4 Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation. The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at: www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk. 



9. [bookmark: _Toc155772464][bookmark: _Toc160106523]Further consultation 



9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.



10. [bookmark: _Toc155772465][bookmark: _Toc160106524]Contact details 



10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below.

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the time of going to print.

10.1.3 Our communications channels are:

Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk 

Call: 01482 695 004

Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp)
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[bookmark: _Toc155772467][bookmark: _Toc160106526]Appendix 1 – Site Boundary Plan
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the document

1.11

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

1.1.6

1.1.7

RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this
Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new
solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed
Development”).

The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity
of the Proposed Development about the proposals.

Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders
helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape
the Proposed Development.

This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application
for development consent. It includes:

e Adescription of the consenting process we must follow
e  What we will be consulting on

e Who we will consult

e How we will consult

o How people can respond to the consultation

e How we will use the consultation feedback responses

Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008
(“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and
Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).

This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires
applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community
regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with
this statement.

As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an
environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how we intend to
publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with
Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)
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1.1.8

2.
2.1

2.11

2.1.2

2.13

2.1.4

RWE

In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out
how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in
land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community
consultation activities set out in this document.

Peartree Hill Solar Farm
The Proposed Development

The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative
boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into
the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable.

The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up
of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed.
These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation
and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick
Area B: Land North West of Long Riston
Area C: Land West of Arnold

Area D: Land South of the A1035

Area E: Land East of Weel

Area F: Land North of Wawne

The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and na-
tional climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to
power approximately 136,000 homes.?

The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to dis-
placing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to
taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year.

1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the

UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment

2.2.1

2.2.2

2.2.3

2.2.4

2.2.5

3.11

3.1.2

The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’)
development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017.

An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely
significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether
appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental
effects. The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement
containing the findings of the EIA.

An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023.
Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues
relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The
Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-
content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-
%20Scoping%200pinion.pdf

In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental
Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental
effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will
help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.

The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the
statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application
and EIA are finalised for submission.

As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree
Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to
submit an application for a DCO.

If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an
examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation
on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net
Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application.
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3.14

3.15

3.1.6

3.1.7

3.1.8

3.1.9

RWE

Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people
living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders.

Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent
Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act. The 2008 Act requires us to
consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed
under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the
subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48
of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees
for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development.

The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this
SoCC.

Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning
Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants,
consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act
2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP
planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.

As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council,
the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a
neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an
early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024.

In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the
SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring
authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on
Thursday 29 February 2024.

An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1: The DCO Process

Pre-application > -------------------- Acceptance > -------------------- Pre-Examination >----------------;

Examination > -------------------- Decision >—— Post Decision >
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About RWE

4.1 The Applicant
RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd

4.11

4.1.2

4.1.3

414

4.1.5

511

5.1.2

RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second
largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK
electricity.

In the UK, we currently operate:

e 10 offshore wind farms
e 33 onshore wind farms
e 21 hydro plants
e 1 biomass plant

RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track
record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and
Ireland.

The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally
friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.

The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities,
and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects
that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife.

Engagement to date

The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development
between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023.

The non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

e tointroduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the
Proposed Development and the national need for solar

e present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options

e to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our
early-stage proposals

e tooutline the next steps for the Proposed Development
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Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face
public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of
direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes.
Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the
Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement
is summarised in Table 1.

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date

Activity Total
Community Newsletters issued 11,516
In-person exhibitions 3
Stakeholder Briefings 8
Webinars 2
Website Visitors 400

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the
consultation to provide feedback. These included:

Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)
Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost
PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM)

Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

Calling the information line (01482 695004)

5.1.5 Intotal, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were
received.

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has
engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular
basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the
Environment Agency and Historic England.

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory

Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the
website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory

consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on
request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3.
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5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development

5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from
consultation through to the Secretary of State decision.

Figure 2 Indicative Proposed Development timeline

=

October 2023 &——

Early stage (non-statutory)
consultation

—®*Winter 2023/24

2024 Review all consultation

feedback and refine design
Winter and Spring 2024 e——
Ongoing environmental )
impact assessment and Spring 2024
further design refinement o Statutory public consultation
on more progressed plans

Autumn/Winter 2024 *———

Development Consent Order

application submitted 2025

Examination process by
the Planning Inspectorate

2026

Determination by the
Secretary of State,
following the Examining Following
Authority's report Commence construction
of Peartree Hill
(subject to planning)
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6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

RWE

Statutory Consultation under
section 47 of the 2008 Act

How we will consult on the proposed
application

We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six
weeks starting on Tuesday 7 May 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation responses is
11.59pm on Tuesday 18 June 2024. All responses to the consultation must be received by
the closing date.

This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and
interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.

As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will
also include:

e Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency
and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43
of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed
Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on
the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act)

6.2 Who are we consulting?

6.2.1

6.2.2

We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to
anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.

We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of
communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act. The PCZ has
been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the
proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) — within which the solar PV panels, energy storage
system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also
extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation.
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6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:

Existing physical features, such as main roads
Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties

Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport,
equipment areas or road modifications

6.2.4  Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by
the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.
6.2.5 This will include:
parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs)
representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ
elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and

relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and
groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ
are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation.

Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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6.3 Approach to community consultation

6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive,
meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of
communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the
community.

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the

proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Method

Detail

Inside the primary consultation
zone

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed
Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s
contact details.

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation
opportunities.

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how
people can get involved in the consultation.

Outside of the primary
consultation zone

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and
direct communication with organisations such as regional
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the
PCZ.

Consultation Events

We will be holding four in-person events at locations spread across
the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in
local news media and in a public notice.

These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am
and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate
different availability.

Details of the events is available in table 6.

Webinars

Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One
webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards
the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be
held in the evening.

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars
will be held on:

Wednesday 15 May 2024
Tuesday 4 June 2024

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those
unavailable to attend.
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Project information line and email

Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of
the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004),
email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost
PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM).

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five
working days.

Deposit and information points

Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the
consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the
following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3):

Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE

Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley
HU17 5NG

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation
remains at the information points throughout the consultation period.

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to
collect from the deposit locations above. Where possible the
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event
venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will
be able to take hard copies away.

Project website

A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for
people to find out more information about the proposals and to
provide feedback.

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and
available for download, free of charge from the document library.
Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit
locations and consultation events.

Table 3: Details of the deposit locations

Location Address

Opening times

Beverley = Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE Monday 9:30 am-5 pm

Library

Tuesday 9:30 am-8 pm
Wednesday 9:30 am-5 pm
Thursday 9:30 am-8 pm
Friday 9:30 am-5 pm
Saturday 9 am-4 pm
Sunday Closed

Leven Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm

Library HU17 5NG
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6.4 What are we consulting on?

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been
informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date.

We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill
Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials:

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) — the PEIR sets out the
preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes
photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site.

PEIR Non-Technical summary — providing a summary of the findings from the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

Consultation Brochure — this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals
including a summary of each land area and the cable route.

Maps — The maps will set out the site areas

All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website.
Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to
request hard copies of the PEIR. Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available
at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to
cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004.

Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Consultation Materials

Material

Detail

Consultation newsletter

A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-
level overview of the Proposed Development details of the
consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of
the public consultation events and signposting to the project website.

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via
emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the
post.

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and
download on the project website.

Consultation Brochure

A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation,
providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline
of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can
take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the
proposals.

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by
contacting the communications team.

The brochure will also be available for download from the project
website

Feedback Form

A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of
the Proposed Development.

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week
consultation period.

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost
envelopes.

The feedback form will also be available to download from the
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL
SOLAR FARM.
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Exhibition Banners

Pull up banners will be created to display information about the
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the
Proposed Development.

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the
Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for
further discussions with members of the project team during public
information events and other meetings.

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on
the project website.

Preliminary Environmental
Information Report (PEIR)

The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and
a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental
effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information
available at that time.

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development.

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website.
A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take
away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a
charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs.

Non-technical summary of the
Preliminary Environmental
Information Report

The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental
Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on
the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points.

Technical maps and plans of the
Project

Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development
will also be available on the project website and at the consultation
events and deposit locations.

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed
on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying
charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of
documents) to be paid for by the recipient.

Project Website

A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail).

Publication of the consultation

We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within
both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section
48 of the Act.

Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC)

This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit
points and in hard copy on request.

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act.
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Materials in alternative formats

Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible
formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages.

All requests should be made to the communications team by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004.

Table 5: The Project website and features

Function

Rationale

Online downloadable copies of
all the statutory consultation
material, including: The PEIR,
consultation brochure,
exhibition banners, non-tech
summary of PEIR and feedback
form

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not
be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will
ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants
to participate.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to
contact the project team or attend an in-person event.

Online Feedback Form

To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.

Webinar sign-up form

To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.

Contact details

To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further
questions.

6.5

Consultation Events

Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about

the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held

at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location

Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each

consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the

Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals.

6.5.1
in the PCZ is not available.
6.5.2
Proposed Development, including maps.
6.5.3
6.5.4

Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events.
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Table 6: Details of the consultation events

Date Time Location

Saturday 18 May 1lam -3pm Tickton Village Hall

2024 Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ
Tuesday 21 May 1pm-7pm Cottingham Civic Hall

2024 Market Green, Cottingham, HU16 5QG
Wednesday 22 May 1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall

2024

North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF

Monday 3 June 2024  1pm-7pm Wawne Village Hall
36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH

6.6 Promoting the consultation

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and
advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below.

Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Method

Detail

Consultation Newsletter

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email,
including local interest groups.

Press releases

To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the
consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we
will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of
consultation.

This will be sent to the following local and regional media
outlets.

Stakeholder briefings

We will issue communications to key political stakeholders,
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the
consultation zone. This will provide information about the
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take
part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings.

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-
case basis.

Emails and Letters

We will send both emails and letters about the consultation
programme to:

host constituency and neighbouring constituency area
MPs;

key elected representatives at the East Riding of
Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council

host and neighbouring parish councils;
host and neighbouring local authorities;

local interest groups, such as environmental groups.

Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees.

Statutory notices

Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC and consultation, in
accordance with section 48 and section 47 of the Act, will be
published as a joint notice once in a national newspaper (The
Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two
successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail
and Yorkshire Post.
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Information Posters Posters including details of the consultation, how to access

information about the Proposed Development and how to get
involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within
and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic
buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant
organisations and venues.

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help
raise awareness of the consultation.

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project

Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the
proposals and consultation programme.

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage
younger people and those outside of the PCZ.

6.6.2

6.7

6.7.1

6.7.2

6.8

6.8.1

6.8.2

Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where
possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers
(via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity
changes will also be published on the project website.

Wider Engagement

Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of
the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the
Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups,
residents and landowners who get in touch.

All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and
will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to
share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local
community.

Engagement with Seldom Heard groups

We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all
stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who
may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.

These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation,
and/or need additional support to access materials, include:
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e Geographically isolated communities

* Young People

e Old People

e Disabled people and those with learning disabilities

e People who do not have English as a first language

Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Seldom Heard Groups

Consultation Approach

Older people

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of
the consultation documents.

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats
and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request).

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can
be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Disabled people and
those with learning
disabilities

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats
and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request).

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project
team.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout
of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to
move around.

Geographically isolated
communities

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of
the consultation documents.

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost
address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed
Development.

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with
further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location.

Young People

Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage
with the consultation.
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Information Channels

The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the
community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions,
request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents.
These channels are provided in Table 9 below.

Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

Method Contact Details Hours of operation

Website www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7

Telephone 01482 695 004 9am-5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take
messages outside these hours)

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm
weekdays and responded to within 10 working days)

Post Freepost PEARTREE HILL 24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm

SOLAR FARM on weekdays)
6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a

case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This
will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an
alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable
them to take part in the consultation.
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Responding to the consultation

7.1 How to respond to the consultation

7.1.1

7.1.2

8.1.1

8.1.2

8.1.3

8.14

Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Tuesday 18 June June 2024.

Responses received after this date may not be considered.
Consultation responses can be made in the following ways:

e Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website
from Tuesday 8 May: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

e Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be
handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using
Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our
community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as
detailed in Table 9.

e Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

e  Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required)

How we will use consultation
feedback

When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All
feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important
to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development.

Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation
Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has
shaped and influenced our proposed application.

The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and
Net Zero as part of the DCO application.

Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be
published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and
protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation.
The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at:
www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.
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9. Further consultation

9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further
targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and
proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.

10. Contact details

10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about
Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with
members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below.

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the
details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the
time of going to print.

10.1.3 Our communications channels are:

e Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
e Call: 01482 695 004
e  Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp)

Page 25




mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk



RWE

Appendices

Appendix 1 — Site Boundary Plan

Legend

= Indicative Planning Red Line
Potential Area for Solar Development

= Creyke Beck Substation

= Indicative Cable Route

Site Plan with Cables
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consultation events have
moved:
e First webinar is now
Wednesday 15 May
2024, 6.30-8pm
e Wawne Village Hall
event is now Monday 3
June 2024, 1pm-7pm

promoting the statutory
consultation for Peartree
Hill Solar Farm

Table 7 - Methods for RWE change Statutory notices to publicise
promoting the statutory the SoCC and consultation, in
consultation for Peartree accordance with section 48
Hill Solar Farm and section 47 of the Act, will
be published as a joint notice.
Table 7 - Methods for RWE change Amendment to the local

papers the notice will be
placed in. The Beverley and
Holderness Gazette does not
exist therefore notices will be
placed in the Hull Daily Mail
and Yorkshire Post which both
cover the area of the
proposed development.

| also wanted to check whether there is any update on the PPA. | am free all day tomorrow, if
you let me know your availability | would be happy to put a 15min call in your diary to go over

any questions you may have so we can get things moving again?

| look forward to hearing from you.

Cheers,
Laura Tinker
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Appendix C-5.2 Email to Hull City Council with updated
SoCC
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Peartree Hill Solar Farm - Statement of Community Consultation

info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk <info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk>

Thu 2024-04-11 16:31

g
Cc

Bccinfo@peartreehillsolar.co.uk <info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk>

MJ 2 attachments (6 MB)

Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL clean.pdf; Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL tracked.docx;

Hi Simon,

| hope you are well.

I am writing further to our email on 29 March 2024 about our consultation on the draft Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC) regarding RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd’s proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. We have
not received from Hull City Council but wanted to send you over for information the updated final SoCC.

The table below shows the changes to the document and | have attached both a tracked and clean version of the

document.

If you do have any comments on the SoCC please do send them over as soon as possible.

Many thanks

Olivia

Paragraph

Comment

Change made

6.4.2. What we are consulting on

East Riding of Yorkshire Council: From
experience of other schemes the more
detail you can provide the public, the
better. Those who's houses are close
by will want to know what will be
located close to their house, how tall
panels will be. what road
improvements are proposed etc, what
landscaping is proposed etc. Will you
also consult on supporting docs such
as TA/Ecology information for
consulting with He and NE etc?

No change made. We don’t have a
draft Traffic Assessment to share at
the PEIR stage.

The PEIR (which will be issued as
part of the statutory consultation)
will have Transport and Ecology
chapters with corresponding
figures and appendices. We've
been sharing this data and
preliminary assessments with key
stakeholder including EYRC
Highways and Natural England to
date and will continue to do so.

6.5 Consultation events

East Riding of Yorkshire Council:
Suggest an event at
Cottingham/Creyke Beck way in
addition if possible as these are all
east and some of the PCZ stretches
further west

An additional consultation event will
be held at Cottingham Civic Hall,
Market Green, Cottingham on Tuesday
21 May 2024, ipm-7pm




Throughout — consultation dates RWE change The dates for the consultation have
moved to Tuesday 7 May to Tuesday
18 June 2024.

As such two of the consultation events
have moved:

e First webinar is now
Wednesday 15 May 2024, 6.30-
8pm

e \Wawne Village Hall event is
now Monday 3 June 2024,

1pm-7pm
Table 7 - Methods for promoting RWE change Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC
the statutory consultation for and consultation, in accordance with
Peartree Hill Solar Farm section 48 and section 47 of the Act,
will be published as a joint notice.

Table 7 - Methods for promoting RWE change Amendment to the local papers the
the statutory consultation for notice will be placed in. The Beverley
Peartree Hill Solar Farm and Holderness Gazette does not exist

therefore notices will be placed in the
Hull Daily Mail and Yorkshire Post
which both cover the area of the
proposed development.

From: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk <info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk>

Sent: Thursday, February 29, 2024 5:54 PM

To: [

Cc: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

Subject: Peartree Hill Solar Farm - Request for comments on Statement of Community Consultation

Dear Simon Mounce,

RWE RENEWABLES UK SOLAR & STORAGE LIMITED

PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM

SECTION 47 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008: DUTY TO CONSULT LOCAL COMMUNITY REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON THE
STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

| am writing to you regarding RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd’s proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm, a solar
and battery storage project that would provide 320MW of clean energy, in East Riding of Yorkshire.

The proposed scheme is identified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act 2008 (as
amended) (the 2008 Act) and therefore we are required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order
(DCO). The DCO application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.

Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘statutory’ consultation on the proposals. We intend to
hold this consultation in Spring 2024.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, the Planning Act 2008 (Part 2, Section 47) requires RWE: “Prepares a
statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application, people living in the vicinity
of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each local authority that is within section 43(1)
about what is to be in the statement.”



Whilst not a host authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act 2008, we are inviting Hull City Council as a
neighbouring authority to participate in formal consultation on our draft SoCC, which is attached.

Please treat this email as notice of a request for comments on the contents of our SoCC from Hull City Council, as a
neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line.

This is an important opportunity for you to share your views on our SoCC. We will record how we have considered your
views by responding to you directly in writing, and in our Consultation Report which forms part of our application for a
DCO to the Planning Inspectorate.

To aid the process of providing your comments, please find attached our SoCC (provided as Word and a Pdf file) for you to
review. Please provide any comments and suggested amendments in track changes as doing this will assist us in ensuring
these are recorded and considered. Please confirm receipt of this email and the accompanying SoCC. If you wish to
discuss the content of this email, please do not hesitate in contacting us info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or call 01482 695
004.

Please submit your comments on the draft SoCC via email to info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk. The deadline for providing
comments by 11.59pm on Tuesday 2 April 2024.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Many thanks
Olivia White

Communications Manager
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Appendix C-5.3 Updated SoCC
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the document

1.11

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

1.1.6

1.1.7

RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this
Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new
solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed
Development”).

The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity
of the Proposed Development about the proposals.

Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders
helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape
the Proposed Development.

This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application
for development consent. It includes:

e Adescription of the consenting process we must follow
e  What we will be consulting on

e Who we will consult

e How we will consult

o How people can respond to the consultation

e How we will use the consultation feedback responses

Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008
(“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and
Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).

This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires
applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community
regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with
this statement.

As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an
environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how we intend to
publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with
Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)
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1.1.8

2.
2.1

2.11

2.1.2

2.13

2.1.4

RWE

In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out
how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in
land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community
consultation activities set out in this document.

Peartree Hill Solar Farm
The Proposed Development

The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative
boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into
the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable.

The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up
of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed.
These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation
and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick
Area B: Land North West of Long Riston
Area C: Land West of Arnold

Area D: Land South of the A1035

Area E: Land East of Weel

Area F: Land North of Wawne

The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and na-
tional climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to
power approximately 136,000 homes.?

The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to dis-
placing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to
taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year.

1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the

UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment

2.2.1

2.2.2

2.2.3

2.2.4

2.2.5

3.11

3.1.2

The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’)
development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017.

An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely
significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether
appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental
effects. The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement
containing the findings of the EIA.

An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023.
Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues
relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The
Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-
content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-
%20Scoping%200pinion.pdf

In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental
Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental
effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will
help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.

The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the
statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application
and EIA are finalised for submission.

As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree
Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to
submit an application for a DCO.

If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an
examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation
on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net
Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application.
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3.15

3.1.6

3.1.7

3.1.8

3.1.9

RWE

Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people
living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders.

Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent
Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act. The 2008 Act requires us to
consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed
under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the
subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48
of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees
for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development.

The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this
SoCC.

Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning
Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants,
consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act
2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP
planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.

As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council,
the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a
neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an
early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024.

In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the
SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring
authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on
Thursday 29 February 2024.

An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1: The DCO Process

Pre-application > -------------------- Acceptance > -------------------- Pre-Examination >----------------;

Examination > -------------------- Decision >—— Post Decision >
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About RWE

4.1 The Applicant
RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd

4.11

4.1.2

4.1.3

414

4.1.5

511

5.1.2

RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second
largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK
electricity.

In the UK, we currently operate:

e 10 offshore wind farms
e 33 onshore wind farms
e 21 hydro plants
e 1 biomass plant

RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track
record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and
Ireland.

The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally
friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.

The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities,
and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects
that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife.

Engagement to date

The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development
between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023.

The non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

e tointroduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the
Proposed Development and the national need for solar

e present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options

e to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our
early-stage proposals

e tooutline the next steps for the Proposed Development
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Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face
public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of
direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes.
Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the
Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement
is summarised in Table 1.

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date

Activity Total
Community Newsletters issued 11,516
In-person exhibitions 3
Stakeholder Briefings 8
Webinars 2
Website Visitors 400

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the
consultation to provide feedback. These included:

Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)
Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost
PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM)

Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

Calling the information line (01482 695004)

5.1.5 Intotal, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were
received.

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has
engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular
basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the
Environment Agency and Historic England.

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory

Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the
website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory

consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on
request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3.
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5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development

5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from
consultation through to the Secretary of State decision.

Figure 2 Indicative Proposed Development timeline

=

October 2023 &——

Early stage (non-statutory)
consultation

—®*Winter 2023/24

2024 Review all consultation

feedback and refine design
Winter and Spring 2024 e——
Ongoing environmental )
impact assessment and Spring 2024
further design refinement o Statutory public consultation
on more progressed plans

Autumn/Winter 2024 *———

Development Consent Order

application submitted 2025

Examination process by
the Planning Inspectorate

2026

Determination by the
Secretary of State,
following the Examining Following
Authority's report Commence construction
of Peartree Hill
(subject to planning)
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6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

RWE

Statutory Consultation under
section 47 of the 2008 Act

How we will consult on the proposed
application

We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six
weeks starting on Tuesday 7 May 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation responses is
11.59pm on Tuesday 18 June 2024. All responses to the consultation must be received by
the closing date.

This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and
interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.

As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will
also include:

e Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency
and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43
of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed
Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on
the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act)

6.2 Who are we consulting?

6.2.1

6.2.2

We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to
anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.

We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of
communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act. The PCZ has
been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the
proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) — within which the solar PV panels, energy storage
system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also
extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation.
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6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:

Existing physical features, such as main roads
Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties

Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport,
equipment areas or road modifications

6.2.4  Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by
the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.
6.2.5 This will include:
parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs)
representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ
elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and

relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and
groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ
are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation.

Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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6.3 Approach to community consultation

6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive,
meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of
communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the
community.

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the

proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Method

Detail

Inside the primary consultation
zone

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed
Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s
contact details.

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation
opportunities.

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how
people can get involved in the consultation.

Outside of the primary
consultation zone

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and
direct communication with organisations such as regional
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the
PCZ.

Consultation Events

We will be holding four in-person events at locations spread across
the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in
local news media and in a public notice.

These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am
and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate
different availability.

Details of the events is available in table 6.

Webinars

Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One
webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards
the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be
held in the evening.

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars
will be held on:

Wednesday 15 May 2024
Tuesday 4 June 2024

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those
unavailable to attend.
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Project information line and email

Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of
the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004),
email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost
PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM).

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five
working days.

Deposit and information points

Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the
consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the
following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3):

Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE

Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley
HU17 5NG

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation
remains at the information points throughout the consultation period.

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to
collect from the deposit locations above. Where possible the
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event
venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will
be able to take hard copies away.

Project website

A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for
people to find out more information about the proposals and to
provide feedback.

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and
available for download, free of charge from the document library.
Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit
locations and consultation events.

Table 3: Details of the deposit locations

Location Address

Opening times

Beverley = Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE Monday 9:30 am-5 pm

Library

Tuesday 9:30 am-8 pm
Wednesday 9:30 am-5 pm
Thursday 9:30 am-8 pm
Friday 9:30 am-5 pm
Saturday 9 am-4 pm
Sunday Closed

Leven Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm

Library HU17 5NG
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6.4 What are we consulting on?

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been
informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date.

We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill
Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials:

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) — the PEIR sets out the
preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes
photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site.

PEIR Non-Technical summary — providing a summary of the findings from the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

Consultation Brochure — this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals
including a summary of each land area and the cable route.

Maps — The maps will set out the site areas

All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website.
Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to
request hard copies of the PEIR. Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available
at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to
cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004.

Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Consultation Materials

Material

Detail

Consultation newsletter

A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-
level overview of the Proposed Development details of the
consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of
the public consultation events and signposting to the project website.

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via
emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the
post.

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and
download on the project website.

Consultation Brochure

A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation,
providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline
of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can
take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the
proposals.

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by
contacting the communications team.

The brochure will also be available for download from the project
website

Feedback Form

A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of
the Proposed Development.

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week
consultation period.

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost
envelopes.

The feedback form will also be available to download from the
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL
SOLAR FARM.
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Exhibition Banners

Pull up banners will be created to display information about the
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the
Proposed Development.

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the
Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for
further discussions with members of the project team during public
information events and other meetings.

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on
the project website.

Preliminary Environmental
Information Report (PEIR)

The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and
a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental
effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information
available at that time.

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development.

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website.
A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take
away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a
charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs.

Non-technical summary of the
Preliminary Environmental
Information Report

The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental
Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on
the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points.

Technical maps and plans of the
Project

Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development
will also be available on the project website and at the consultation
events and deposit locations.

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed
on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying
charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of
documents) to be paid for by the recipient.

Project Website

A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail).

Publication of the consultation

We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within
both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section
48 of the Act.

Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC)

This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit
points and in hard copy on request.

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act.
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Materials in alternative formats

Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible
formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages.

All requests should be made to the communications team by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004.

Table 5: The Project website and features

Function

Rationale

Online downloadable copies of
all the statutory consultation
material, including: The PEIR,
consultation brochure,
exhibition banners, non-tech
summary of PEIR and feedback
form

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not
be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will
ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants
to participate.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to
contact the project team or attend an in-person event.

Online Feedback Form

To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.

Webinar sign-up form

To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.

Contact details

To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further
questions.

6.5

Consultation Events

Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about

the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held

at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location

Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each

consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the

Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals.

6.5.1
in the PCZ is not available.
6.5.2
Proposed Development, including maps.
6.5.3
6.5.4

Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events.
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Table 6: Details of the consultation events

Date Time Location

Saturday 18 May 1lam -3pm Tickton Village Hall

2024 Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ
Tuesday 21 May 1pm-7pm Cottingham Civic Hall

2024 Market Green, Cottingham, HU16 5QG
Wednesday 22 May 1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall

2024

North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF

Monday 3 June 2024  1pm-7pm Wawne Village Hall
36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH

6.6 Promoting the consultation

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and
advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below.

Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Method

Detail

Consultation Newsletter

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email,
including local interest groups.

Press releases

To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the
consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we
will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of
consultation.

This will be sent to the following local and regional media
outlets.

Stakeholder briefings

We will issue communications to key political stakeholders,
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the
consultation zone. This will provide information about the
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take
part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings.

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-
case basis.

Emails and Letters

We will send both emails and letters about the consultation
programme to:

host constituency and neighbouring constituency area
MPs;

key elected representatives at the East Riding of
Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council

host and neighbouring parish councils;
host and neighbouring local authorities;

local interest groups, such as environmental groups.

Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees.

Statutory notices

Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC and consultation, in
accordance with section 48 and section 47 of the Act, will be
published as a joint notice once in a national newspaper (The
Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two
successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail
and Yorkshire Post.
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Information Posters Posters including details of the consultation, how to access

information about the Proposed Development and how to get
involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within
and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic
buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant
organisations and venues.

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help
raise awareness of the consultation.

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project

Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the
proposals and consultation programme.

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage
younger people and those outside of the PCZ.

6.6.2

6.7

6.7.1

6.7.2

6.8

6.8.1

6.8.2

Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where
possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers
(via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity
changes will also be published on the project website.

Wider Engagement

Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of
the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the
Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups,
residents and landowners who get in touch.

All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and
will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to
share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local
community.

Engagement with Seldom Heard groups

We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all
stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who
may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.

These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation,
and/or need additional support to access materials, include:
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e Geographically isolated communities

* Young People

e Old People

e Disabled people and those with learning disabilities

e People who do not have English as a first language

Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Seldom Heard Groups

Consultation Approach

Older people

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of
the consultation documents.

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats
and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request).

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can
be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Disabled people and
those with learning
disabilities

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats
and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request).

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project
team.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout
of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to
move around.

Geographically isolated
communities

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of
the consultation documents.

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost
address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed
Development.

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with
further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location.

Young People

Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage
with the consultation.
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Information Channels

The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the
community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions,
request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents.
These channels are provided in Table 9 below.

Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

Method Contact Details Hours of operation

Website www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7

Telephone 01482 695 004 9am-5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take
messages outside these hours)

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm
weekdays and responded to within 10 working days)

Post Freepost PEARTREE HILL 24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm

SOLAR FARM on weekdays)
6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a

case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This
will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an
alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable
them to take part in the consultation.
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Responding to the consultation

7.1 How to respond to the consultation

7.1.1

7.1.2

8.1.1

8.1.2

8.1.3

8.14

Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Tuesday 18 June June 2024.

Responses received after this date may not be considered.
Consultation responses can be made in the following ways:

e Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website
from Tuesday 8 May: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

e Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be
handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using
Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our
community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as
detailed in Table 9.

e Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

e  Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required)

How we will use consultation
feedback

When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All
feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important
to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development.

Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation
Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has
shaped and influenced our proposed application.

The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and
Net Zero as part of the DCO application.

Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be
published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and
protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation.
The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at:
www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.

Page 24

RIS
RS
y //
ff, ,/// //’
//J ///."I// /



http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/
mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/

RWE

9. Further consultation

9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further
targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and
proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.

10. Contact details

10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about
Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with
members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below.

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the
details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the
time of going to print.

10.1.3 Our communications channels are:

e Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
e Call: 01482 695 004
e  Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp)
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Appendices

Appendix 1 — Site Boundary Plan

Legend

= Indicative Planning Red Line
Potential Area for Solar Development

= Creyke Beck Substation

= Indicative Cable Route

Site Plan with Cables

Project eartroo
Drawing P-J002-CPT-
Drawn

Date: 0212024
Scale: 17,500 @ A0
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Appendix C-6 Emails with updated consul-
tation dates and final SoCC

Appendix C-6.1 Email to East Riding of Yorkshire Council
with updated consultation dates and final SoCC
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RE: Peartree Hill Solar Farm - SoCC and PPA update
Laura Tinker <G

Mon 2024-04-29 11:08

MJ 2 attachments (6 MB)
Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL 260424 tracked.docx; Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL 260424 Clean.pdf;

Good morning Anna / all,

| wanted to update you on a further change to the Statutory Consultation dates for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. The Consultation
period will now run from 15th May to 26 June 2024.

Please find attached clean and tracked versions of the SoCC which reflect this change.

| also wanted to enquire whether it was likely that ERoYs response to the upcoming consultation would be taken to committee or
not — do you recall what the approach was with the East Yorkshire solar farm?

Finally — it would be great to please get an update on the draft PPA, as below, if there is anything that Peartree Hill can support
you with on this please do let me know as we are very keen to get this finalised.

Cheers,

Laura Tinker
BA, MPlan, MRTPI
Associate

dwd-Itd.co.uk

in|

Chartered Surveyors & Town Planners
69 Carter Lane, London, EC4V 5EQ

DWD

DWD is the trading name of DWD Property and Planning Limited, a subsidiary of RSK Environment Limited. Registered in England No. 15174312. Registered Office: Spring
Lodge, 172 Chester Road, Helsby, Cheshire, England, WA6 0AR. This e-mail (and any attachments) may be confidential and privileged and exempt from disclosure under law.

If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and delete the email. Any unauthorised disclosure, copying or dissemination is strictly prohibited.

From: Laura Tinker
Sent: 22 April 2024 15:03

Subject: RE: Peartree Hill Solar Farm - SoCC and PPA update



Afternoon Anna / all,

| wanted to follow up on my email below. Please let me know if there is anything that | can do to support on getting the PPA ready
for finalisation.

Cheers,

Laura Tinker
BA, MPlan, MRTPI
Associate

dwd-Itd.co.uk

in

Chartered Surveyors & Town Planners
69 Carter Lane, London, EC4V 5EQ

DWD

DWD is the trading name of DWD Property and Planning Limited, a subsidiary of RSK Environment Limited. Registered in England No. 15174312. Registered Office: Spring
Lodge, 172 Chester Road, Helsby, Cheshire, England, WA6 0AR. This e-mail (and any attachments) may be confidential and privileged and exempt from disclosure under law.

If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and delete the email. Any unauthorised disclosure, copying or dissemination is strictly prohibited.

From: Laura Tinker
Sent: 16 April 2024 08:57

Subject: RE: Peartree Hill Solar Farm - SoCC and PPA update

Morning Anna,

Can | confirm that the below has been received?

| also wanted to follow up about the PPA, the Project is very keen to get this signed so that any external consultants can be
instructed and we can begin any remaining engagement. If you could please get back to me with expected timelines for this that

would be appreciated.

Cheers,
Laura Tinker

From: Laura Tinker
Sent: 11 April 2024 16:27

Subject: Peartree Hill Solar Farm - SoCC and PPA update

Good afternoon Anna,



Thanks again for your comments on the draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) received on 8 March 2024 regarding
RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd’s proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.

We have reviewed your comments and also made some changes to the document, outlined below, due to a slight change in
consultation dates. Please find attached the updated final SoCC, including a word tracked changes version for your information.

Paragraph

Comment

Change made

6.4.2. What we are consulting on

East Riding of Yorkshire Council: From
experience of other schemes the more
detail you can provide the public, the
better. Those who's houses are close by
will want to know what will be located
close to their house, how tall panels will
be. what road improvements are
proposed etc, what landscaping is
proposed etc. Will you also consult on
supporting docs such as TA/Ecology
information for consulting with He and
NE etc?

No change made. We don’t have a
draft Traffic Assessment to share at
the PEIR stage.

The PEIR (which will be issued as
part of the statutory consultation) will
have Transport and Ecology chapters
with corresponding figures and
appendices. We've been sharing this
data and preliminary assessments
with key stakeholder including EYRC
Highways and Natural England to
date and will continue to do so.

6.5 Consultation events

East Riding of Yorkshire Council: Suggest
an event at Cottingham/Creyke Beck way
in addition if possible as these are all east
and some of the PCZ stretches further
west

An additional consultation event will be
held at Cottingham Civic Hall, Market
Green, Cottingham on Tuesday 21 May
2024, ipm-7pm

Throughout — consultation dates

RWE change

The dates for the consultation have
moved to Tuesday 7 May to Tuesday 18
June 2024.

As such two of the consultation events
have moved:
e First webinar is now Wednesday
15 May 2024, 6.30-8pm
e Wawne Village Hall event is now
Monday 3 June 2024, 1pm-7pm

Table 7 - Methods for promoting the
statutory consultation for Peartree Hill
Solar Farm

RWE change

Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC
and consultation, in accordance with
section 48 and section 47 of the Act, will
be published as a joint notice.

Table 7 - Methods for promoting the
statutory consultation for Peartree Hill
Solar Farm

RWE change

Amendment to the local papers the
notice will be placed in. The Beverley
and Holderness Gazette does not exist
therefore notices will be placed in the
Hull Daily Mail and Yorkshire Post which
both cover the area of the proposed
development.

I also wanted to check whether there is any update on the PPA. | am free all day tomorrow, if you let me know your availability |
would be happy to put a 15min call in your diary to go over any questions you may have so we can get things moving again?

I look forward to hearing from you.

Cheers,
Laura Tinker
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Appendix C-6.2 Email to Hull City Council with updated
consultation dates and final SoCC
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RE: Peartree Hill Solar Farm - Statement of Community Consultation

info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk <info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk>

Mon 2024-04-29 12:23

mJ 2 attachments (6 MB)

Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL 260424 tracked.docx; Peartree Hill Solar Farm SoCC FINAL 260424 Clean.pdf;

Hi Simon,

| wanted to update you on a further change to the Statutory Consultation dates for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. The

Consultation period will now run from 15t May to 26t June 2024.

Please find attached clean and tracked versions of the SoCC which reflect this change.

Let me know if you have any questions on this.

Cheers, Alex

From: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk <info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk>

Sent: Thursdai| Airil 11I 2024 4:31 PM

Subject: Peartree Hill Solar Farm - Statement of Community Consultation

Hi Simon,

| hope you are well.

| am writing further to our email on 29 March 2024 about our consultation on the draft Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC) regarding RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd’s proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm. We have
not received from Hull City Council but wanted to send you over for information the updated final SoCC.

The table below shows the changes to the document and | have attached both a tracked and clean version of the

document.

If you do have any comments on the SoCC please do send them over as soon as possible.

Many thanks

Olivia

Paragraph

Comment

Change made

6.4.2. What we are consulting on

East Riding of Yorkshire Council: From
experience of other schemes the more
detail you can provide the public, the
better. Those who's houses are close
by will want to know what will be
located close to their house, how tall

No change made. We don’t have a
draft Traffic Assessment to share at
the PEIR stage.

The PEIR (which will be issued as
part of the statutory consultation)
will have Transport and Ecology




panels will be. what road
improvements are proposed etc, what
landscaping is proposed etc. Will you
also consult on supporting docs such
as TA/Ecology information for
consulting with He and NE etc?

chapters with corresponding
figures and appendices. We've
been sharing this data and
preliminary assessments with key
stakeholder including EYRC
Highways and Natural England to
date and will continue to do so.

6.5 Consultation events

East Riding of Yorkshire Council:
Suggest an event at
Cottingham/Creyke Beck way in
addition if possible as these are all
east and some of the PCZ stretches
further west

An additional consultation event will
be held at Cottingham Civic Hall,
Market Green, Cottingham on Tuesday
21 May 2024, ipm-7pm

Throughout — consultation dates

RWE change

The dates for the consultation have
moved to Tuesday 7 May to Tuesday
18 June 2024.

As such two of the consultation events
have moved:

e First webinar is now
Wednesday 15 May 2024, 6.30-
8pm

e Wawne Village Hall event is
now Monday 3 June 2024,
lpm-7pm

Table 7 - Methods for promoting
the statutory consultation for
Peartree Hill Solar Farm

RWE change

Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC
and consultation, in accordance with
section 48 and section 47 of the Act,
will be published as a joint notice.

Table 7 - Methods for promoting
the statutory consultation for
Peartree Hill Solar Farm

RWE change

Amendment to the local papers the
notice will be placed in. The Beverley
and Holderness Gazette does not exist
therefore notices will be placed in the
Hull Daily Mail and Yorkshire Post
which both cover the area of the
proposed development.

From: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk <info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk>

Sent: Thursday, February 29, 2024 5:54 PM

Cc: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

Subject: Peartree Hill Solar Farm - Request for comments on Statement of Community Consultation

Dear Simon Mounce,

RWE RENEWABLES UK SOLAR & STORAGE LIMITED

PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM




SECTION 47 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008: DUTY TO CONSULT LOCAL COMMUNITY REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON THE
STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

| am writing to you regarding RWE Renewables UK Solar and Storage Ltd’s proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm, a solar
and battery storage project that would provide 320MW of clean energy, in East Riding of Yorkshire.

The proposed scheme is identified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project under the Planning Act 2008 (as
amended) (the 2008 Act) and therefore we are required to submit an application for a Development Consent Order
(DCO). The DCO application will be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration, before a final decision is
made by the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.

Before submitting a DCO application we must also undertake a ‘statutory’ consultation on the proposals. We intend to
hold this consultation in Spring 2024.

Prior to undertaking a statutory consultation, the Planning Act 2008 (Part 2, Section 47) requires RWE: “Prepares a
statement setting out how the applicant proposes to consult, about the proposed application, people living in the vicinity
of the land. Before preparing the statement, the applicant must consult each local authority that is within section 43(1)
about what is to be in the statement.”

Whilst not a host authority identified within section 43 (1) of the Planning Act 2008, we are inviting Hull City Council as a
neighbouring authority to participate in formal consultation on our draft SoCC, which is attached.

Please treat this email as notice of a request for comments on the contents of our SoCC from Hull City Council, as a
neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line.

This is an important opportunity for you to share your views on our SoCC. We will record how we have considered your
views by responding to you directly in writing, and in our Consultation Report which forms part of our application for a
DCO to the Planning Inspectorate.

To aid the process of providing your comments, please find attached our SoCC (provided as Word and a Pdf file) for you to
review. Please provide any comments and suggested amendments in track changes as doing this will assist us in ensuring
these are recorded and considered. Please confirm receipt of this email and the accompanying SoCC. If you wish to
discuss the content of this email, please do not hesitate in contacting us info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or call 01482 695
004.

Please submit your comments on the draft SoCC via email to info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk. The deadline for providing
comments by 11.59pm on Tuesday 2 April 2024.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Many thanks
Olivia White

Communications Manager
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Appendix C-7 Final SoCC
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1. Introduction

1.1 Purpose of the document

1.11

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

1.1.6

1.1.7

RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd (“we” or “the Applicant”) is publishing this
Statement of Community Consultation (“SoCC”) in connection with its proposals for a new
solar energy and storage scheme known as Peartree Hill Solar Farm (“the Proposed
Development”).

The purpose of this SoCC is to set out how we intend to consult people living in the vicinity
of the Proposed Development about the proposals.

Understanding the views of the local community, local authorities and other stakeholders
helps to ensure we identify valuable information and the feedback received will help shape
the Proposed Development.

This SoCC explains the consultation being undertaken before submission for our application
for development consent. It includes:

e Adescription of the consenting process we must follow
e  What we will be consulting on

e Who we will consult

e How we will consult

o How people can respond to the consultation

e How we will use the consultation feedback responses

Anticipated to generate up to 320MW of energy, the Proposed Development is classed as a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (“NSIP”), as defined by the Planning Act 2008
(“the 2008 Act”) and requires consent from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and
Net Zero, via a Development Consent Order (“DCO”).

This SoCC has been prepared in accordance with section 47(1) of the Act, which requires
applicants to prepare a statement explaining how they will consult with the local community
regarding their proposals, and to carry out pre-application consultation in accordance with
this statement.

As the Proposed Development is an ‘EIA Development’ (meaning that it is subject to an
environmental impact assessment or “EIA"), this SoCC also sets out how we intend to
publicise and consult on the preliminary environmental information, in accordance with
Regulation 12 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”)
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1.1.8

2.
2.1

2.11

2.1.2

2.13

2.1.4

RWE

In addition to our obligations under section 47, section 42 of the 2008 Act clearly sets out
how to consult with prescribed consultees, local authorities and persons with an interest in
land. None of the section 42 consultees are excluded from any of the community
consultation activities set out in this document.

Peartree Hill Solar Farm
The Proposed Development

The Proposed Development is located to the east of Beverley within the administrative
boundaries of East Riding of Yorkshire Council. The Proposed Development will connect into
the National Grid Creyke Beck substation located in Cottingham via an underground cable.

The Proposed Development comprises an area of approximately 2,000 acres and is made up
of six land areas where solar panels and battery storage energy systems are proposed.
These land areas will also include associated infrastructure, areas for ecological mitigation
and enhancement, and new community assets. The land areas are:

Area A: Land South of High and Low Baswick
Area B: Land North West of Long Riston
Area C: Land West of Arnold

Area D: Land South of the A1035

Area E: Land East of Weel

Area F: Land North of Wawne

The Proposed Development would make a meaningful contribution to the local, and na-
tional climate commitments generating up to 320MW of renewable energy, enough to
power approximately 136,000 homes.?

The renewable energy produced by the Proposed Development would be equivalent to dis-
placing over 11,200,000 tonnes of CO2 from equivalent fossil fuel energy, which equates to
taking 166,000 cars off the road for a year.

1 Based on the average domestic electricity consumption per home (temperature corrected) per the Energy Consumption in the

UK (published September 2022, Table C9 of ECUK: Consumption data tables)
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2.2 Environmental Impact Assessment

2.2.1

2.2.2

2.2.3

2.2.4

2.2.5

3.11

3.1.2

The Proposed Development constitutes an ‘environmental impact assessment (‘EIA’)
development’ as defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017.

An Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) is therefore being prepared to ensure the likely
significant effects of the Proposed Development are properly understood and whether
appropriate mitigation measures should be put in place to control or reduce environmental
effects. The DCO application will be accompanied by an Environmental Statement
containing the findings of the EIA.

An EIA Scoping Opinion was issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 20 December 2023.
Together with the Applicant’s Scoping Report, this identifies the environmental issues
relevant to the Proposed Development and suggests any potential mitigation measures. The
Scoping Opinion is available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website at:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-
content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010157/EN010157-000009-PHSF%20-
%20Scoping%200pinion.pdf

In accordance with Regulation 12 of the EIA Regulations a Preliminary Environmental
Information Report (PEIR) which sets out initial information on the potential environmental
effects of the Proposed Development and any proposed mitigation, will be prepared and will
help consultees to take an informed view on these matters.

The Applicant will invite feedback on the information presented in the PEIR as part of the
statutory consultation. Feedback received will be considered before the DCO application
and EIA are finalised for submission.

As the Proposed Development will have a generating capacity of more than 50MW, Peartree
Hill Solar Farm will be classified as an NSIP and under the 2008 Act requires the Applicant to
submit an application for a DCO.

If the application for the DCO is accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an
examining authority to scrutinise our application and who would make a recommendation
on the application to the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy Security and Net
Zero. The Secretary of State makes the final decision on a DCO application.
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3.1.3

3.14

3.15

3.1.6

3.1.7

3.1.8

3.1.9

RWE

Before submitting an application, the Act requires us to carry out consultation with people
living in the vicinity of the land and prescribed stakeholders.

Pre-application consultation is a key requirement for applications for Development Consent
Orders for major infrastructure projects under the 2008 Act. The 2008 Act requires us to
consult with persons with an interest in the proposed land and certain bodies as prescribed
under section 42 of the 2008 Act; the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act (the
subject of this SoCC); and to publicise the proposals locally and nationally under section 48
of the 2008 Act and regulation 13 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“EIA Regulations”). It also provides a fixed role as consultees
for those local authorities which host the Proposed Development.

The obligations under section 42 and section 48 of the 2008 Act are not included in this
SoCC.

Further information on the DCO application process can be obtained from the Planning
Inspectorate which has published a range of advice notes which intend to inform applicants,
consultees, the public and others about a range of matters in relation to the Planning Act
2008 process. This includes advice note eight, which provides more detail on the NSIP
planning process. All advice notes can be found on the Planning Inspectorate’s website:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/.

As part of our development of the SoCC, we provided both East Riding of Yorkshire Council,
the host local authority for the Proposed Development, and Hull City Council, as a
neighbouring authority which has the cable route going close to its boundary line, with an
early draft of the document. These were sent on Monday 22 January 2024.

In line with the requirements of the 2008 Act, we undertook formal consultation on the
SoCC with East Riding of Yorkshire Council, the host local authority and neighbouring
authority Hull City Council and took regard of comment received. The SoCC was sent on
Thursday 29 February 2024.

An overview of the DCO process is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1: The DCO Process

Pre-application > -------------------- Acceptance > -------------------- Pre-Examination >----------------;

Examination > -------------------- Decision >—— Post Decision >
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About RWE

4.1 The Applicant
RWE Renewables UK Solar & Storage Ltd

4.11

4.1.2

4.1.3

414

4.1.5

511

5.1.2

RWE is one of the world’s leading renewable energy companies and is the UK’s second
largest power producer and third largest renewable generator supplying around 12% of UK
electricity.

In the UK, we currently operate:

e 10 offshore wind farms
e 33 onshore wind farms
e 21 hydro plants
e 1 biomass plant

RWE has recently acquired JBM Solar. Established in 2012, JBM Solar has a proven track
record of securing consent for over 1GW of clean, green solar energy schemes in the UK and
Ireland.

The Applicant is dedicated to generating electricity using sustainable and environmentally
friendly resources such as wind, water, the sun and biomass.

The Applicant has a decade-long history of working closely with landowners, communities,
and stakeholders such as local authorities and community groups to help deliver projects
that deliver renewable energy, while working with both the community and local wildlife.

Engagement to date

The Applicant undertook a non-statutory consultation on the Proposed Development
between Monday 9 October and Monday 6 November 2023.

The non-statutory consultation had the following aims:

e tointroduce the Proposed Development to the public, providing an overview of the
Proposed Development and the national need for solar

e present the early plans, including the land parcels and cable route options

e to give stakeholders and the community the opportunity to provide feedback on our
early-stage proposals

e tooutline the next steps for the Proposed Development
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Over the course of the non-statutory consultation, the project team held three face-to-face
public exhibitions and two webinars. The consultation was advertised through a mixture of
direct mailings newspaper and social media adverts and posters sent to local parishes.
Dedicated information channels were established for those who had questions about the
Proposed Development or needed to get in contact with the project team. This engagement
is summarised in Table 1.

Table 1: Summary of engagement activities to date

Activity Total
Community Newsletters issued 11,516
In-person exhibitions 3
Stakeholder Briefings 8
Webinars 2
Website Visitors 400

5.1.4 There were a number of ways for members of the public and those interested in the
consultation to provide feedback. These included:

Completing an online feedback form on the website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)
Completing a paper feedback form or sending written comments by post (Freepost
PEARTREE HILL SOLAR FARM)

Emailing feedback to the email address (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

Calling the information line (01482 695004)

5.1.5 Intotal, throughout the four-week non-statutory consultation period, 102 responses were
received.

5.1.6 In addition to the non-statutory consultation period, the Proposed Development has
engaged with key stakeholders through meetings and other forms of discussion on a regular
basis. These stakeholders include East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Natural England, the
Environment Agency and Historic England.

5.1.7 More information about the non-statutory consultation can be found in the Non-Statutory

Consultation Report which is part of the documents that are currently available on the
website, https://peartreehillsolar.co.uk/. Archive documents from the non-statutory

consultation will remain available on the project’s website. Paper copies will be available on
request and subject to a printing charge outlined in paragraph 6.4.3.
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5.2 Timeline for Proposed Development

5.2.1 Figure 2 sets out an indicative timeline for each stage of the Proposed Development from
consultation through to the Secretary of State decision.

Figure 2 Indicative Proposed Development timeline

=

October 2023 &——

Early stage (non-statutory)
consultation

—®*Winter 2023/24

2024 Review all consultation

feedback and refine design
Winter and Spring 2024 e——
Ongoing environmental )
impact assessment and Spring 2024
further design refinement o Statutory public consultation
on more progressed plans

Autumn/Winter 2024 *———

Development Consent Order

application submitted 2025

Examination process by
the Planning Inspectorate

2026

Determination by the
Secretary of State,
following the Examining Following
Authority's report Commence construction
of Peartree Hill
(subject to planning)
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6.1

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

RWE

Statutory Consultation under
section 47 of the 2008 Act

How we will consult on the proposed
application

We will undertake a statutory consultation in accordance with section 47 of the 2008 for six
weeks starting on Wednesday 15 May 2024. The deadline for accepting consultation
responses is 11.59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024. All responses to the consultation must
be received by the closing date.

This consultation will provide an opportunity for people in the local community and
interested parties to have their say about our proposals for Peartree Hill Solar Farm.

As well as the community consultation in accordance with Section 47, this consultation will
also include:

e Consultation with prescribed bodies such as Natural England, the Environment Agency
and National Highways (under Section 42 of the 2008 Act).

e Consultation with host and neighbouring Local Planning Authorities (under Section 43
of the 2008 Act).
e Consultation with any persons with an interest in the land affected by the Proposed

Development (under Section 44 of the 2008 Act); and general public consultation on
the Proposed Development (under Section 48 of the 2008 Act)

6.2 Who are we consulting?

6.2.1

6.2.2

We will consult widely in accordance with this SoCC. Our consultation process is open to
anyone with an interest in our proposals for Peartree Hill.

We have identified a primary consultation zone (PCZ) (shown in Figure 3) for the purpose of
communicating with the local community under section 47 of the 2008 Act. The PCZ has
been identified by extending a minimum distance of approximately two kilometres from the
proposed Site Boundary (Appendix 1) — within which the solar PV panels, energy storage
system and on-site substation and supporting infrastructure would be located. The PCZ also
extends one kilometre from the cable route corridor connecting to Creyke Beck substation.
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6.2.3 The PCZ has been amended beyond these criteria, in certain areas, to consider:

Existing physical features, such as main roads
Capturing entire communities rather than excluding small numbers of properties

Where we propose to undertake additional works to enable construction transport,
equipment areas or road modifications

6.2.4  Within the PCZ, we will be consulting any person or group likely to be directly impacted by
the Proposed Development by virtue of their living or working in proximity to the site.
6.2.5 This will include:
parish councils representing parishes within the PCZ, Members of Parliament (MPs)
representing constituencies within and bordering the PCZ
elected representatives in local authorities within the PCZ and

relevant local interest groups, such as residents’ associations, community groups and
groups with particular specialisms, such as environmental groups

6.2.6 We are also committed to making sure that individuals and organisations outside of the PCZ
are given the opportunity to participate in the statutory consultation.

Figure 3: Primary Consultation Zone for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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6.3 Approach to community consultation

6.3.1 During the statutory consultation, we will use a range of methods to ensure an inclusive,
meaningful and open consultation. We will use a range of digital and non-digital methods of
communication to ensure that our consultation can be accessed by all members of the
community.

6.3.2 Table 2 below sets out the approaches that will be used to publicise the consultation on the

proposals and Preliminary Environmental Information.

Table 2: Statutory consultation methods for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

Page 11



RWE

Method

Detail

Inside the primary consultation
zone

All homes and businesses within the PCZ will receive a 4-page
consultation newsletter with high-level details about the Proposed
Development and consultation programme, as well as project’s
contact details.

Consultation events will be held at locations within the PCZ.

Where possible, relevant groups and organisations such as parish
councils and local interest groups, will be notified of consultation
opportunities.

We have also identified a list of local community spaces within the
PCZ that will be directly mailed a poster to put up, advertising how
people can get involved in the consultation.

Outside of the primary
consultation zone

We will raise awareness of the consultation using a number of
methods, including via local news media, social media advertising, and
direct communication with organisations such as regional
environmental, religious or health organisations located outside of the
PCZ.

Consultation Events

We will be holding four in-person events at locations spread across
the PCZ. These events will be advertised in the consultation
newsletter, the consultation brochure, on social media, on posters, in
local news media and in a public notice.

These events will run for periods of at least four hours between 11 am
and 7pm on a mixture of weekdays and weekends to accommodate
different availability.

Details of the events is available in table 6.

Webinars

Two webinars will be held for any member of the public to join. One
webinar will be held at the start of the consultation and one towards
the end of the consultation to provide an alternative option for those
who may not be able to attend the in-person events. These will be
held in the evening.

Individuals can register for these events via the website. The webinars
will be held on:

Tuesday 28 May 2024
Wednesday 12 June 2024

A recording of the webinar will be made available online for those
unavailable to attend.
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Project information line and email

Members of the public will be able to call and speak to a member of
the communications team on the information line (01482 695 004),
email (info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk) or write in (Freepost
PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM).

The project team will aim to respond to all enquiries within five
working days.

Deposit and information points

Hard copies of the consultation materials including: this SoCC, the
consultation brochure, and PEIR will be available to view at the
following deposit locations (times identified in Table 3):

Beverley Library, Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE

Leven Library, Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley
HU17 5NG

We will check on a weekly basis that consultation documentation
remains at the information points throughout the consultation period.

The consultation brochure and feedback form will be available to
collect from the deposit locations above. Where possible the
consultation brochure and feedback form will also be left at the event
venues within the PCZ, so community groups using these spaces will
be able to take hard copies away.

Project website

A dedicated website (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk) will be live for
people to find out more information about the proposals and to
provide feedback.

All consultation documents will be presented on the website and
available for download, free of charge from the document library.
Information will be consistent with materials available at the deposit
locations and consultation events.

Table 3: Details of the deposit locations

Location Address

Opening times

Beverley = Champney Road, Beverley, HU17 8HE Monday 9:30 am-5 pm

Library

Tuesday 9:30 am-8 pm
Wednesday 9:30 am-5 pm
Thursday 9:30 am-8 pm
Friday 9:30 am-5 pm
Saturday 9 am-4 pm
Sunday Closed

Leven Recreation Hall, East Street, Leven, Beverley Wednesday 10:30am-12:30pm, 3:30-7pm

Library HU17 5NG

Page 13


mailto:info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
http://www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk/

RWE

6.4 What are we consulting on?

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

We will present proposals for the Proposed Development including how they have been
informed by our environmental assessments and consultation to date.

We will be seeking feedback on the ongoing evolution of the proposals for Peartree Hill
Solar Farm. These proposals will be explained in the following materials:

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) — the PEIR sets out the
preliminary findings from the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). It also includes
photomontages of the Proposed Development from various locations around the site.

PEIR Non-Technical summary — providing a summary of the findings from the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

Consultation Brochure — this brochure will provide an overview of the proposals
including a summary of each land area and the cable route.

Maps — The maps will set out the site areas

All of the statutory consultation documents will be available on the project website.
Additionally, as part of our statutory notices, we will publicise information on how to
request hard copies of the PEIR. Hard copies of the consultation brochure will be available
at no extra charge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be requested for a charge £0.35 per page to
cover printing and posting costs. Requests for hardcopies can be made by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or calling 01482 695 004.

Table 4: Statutory consultation materials for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Consultation Materials

Material

Detail

Consultation newsletter

A 4-page newsletter publicising the consultation and outlining a high-
level overview of the Proposed Development details of the
consultation programme, including the location, dates and times of
the public consultation events and signposting to the project website.

The consultation newsletter will also be issued to wider consultees via
emailed to local interest groups and sent to statutory parties in the
post.

The consultation newsletter will also be available to view and
download on the project website.

Consultation Brochure

A consultation brochure will be published at the start of consultation,
providing a summary of the proposals we are consulting on, an outline
of the environmental assessment work, details of how people can
take part, and how feedback will be used to influence and shape the
proposals.

Printed copies of this brochure will be available to take away at all
consultation events, at deposit locations, and on request by
contacting the communications team.

The brochure will also be available for download from the project
website

Feedback Form

A feedback form will be prepared to gather feedback on all aspects of
the Proposed Development.

The feedback form will be available for completion online via the
project website and will be accessible throughout the 6-week
consultation period.

Printed feedback forms will also be available (free of charge) on
request by contacting the communications team, in hard copy at
consultation events, and at the deposit points, along with freepost
envelopes.

The feedback form will also be available to download from the
website, complete in pen and return to Freepost PEARTREEHILL
SOLAR FARM.
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Exhibition Banners

Pull up banners will be created to display information about the
proposals and provide an overview of the key components of the
Proposed Development.

The banners will be designed to assist the understanding of the
Proposed Development at the public exhibitions and will allow for
further discussions with members of the project team during public
information events and other meetings.

Members of the public will also be available to view the banners on
the project website.

Preliminary Environmental
Information Report (PEIR)

The PEIR will contain a description of the Proposed Development, and
a preliminary assessment of the likely significant environmental
effects of the Proposed Development, based on the initial information
available at that time.

It will also set out how we propose to mitigate the impacts of and
maximise the benefits of the Proposed Development.

The PEIR can be downloaded free of charge from the project website.
A printed copy of the full PEIR will be available to view (but not take
away) at the consultation events. A hard copy can be requested for a
charge of £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs.

Non-technical summary of the
Preliminary Environmental
Information Report

The non-technical summary of the Preliminary Environmental
Information Report will be developed. It will be available to view on
the project website, at consultation events and at deposit points.

Technical maps and plans of the
Project

Additional technical maps and plans for the Proposed Development
will also be available on the project website and at the consultation
events and deposit locations.

Requests for hard copies of the technical documents will be reviewed
on a case-by-case basis. To cover printing costs a reasonable copying
charge may apply (up to a maximum of £350 for one full suite of
documents) to be paid for by the recipient.

Project Website

A dedicated consultation website (see Table 5 for detail).

Publication of the consultation

We will publish a public notice with details of the consultation within
both a local newspaper and a national newspaper, pursuant to section
48 of the Act.

Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC)

This SoCC document will be made available online as part of the
consultation website, available at consultation events, at deposit
points and in hard copy on request.

We will also publish a notice in a local newspaper to explain where
this statement can be inspected, pursuant to section 47 of the Act.
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Materials in alternative formats

Upon request, all documents will be available in alternative accessible
formats, such as braille, speaking text and alternative languages.

All requests should be made to the communications team by email:
info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk or phone: 01482 695 004.

Table 5: The Project website and features

Function

Rationale

Online downloadable copies of
all the statutory consultation
material, including: The PEIR,
consultation brochure,
exhibition banners, non-tech
summary of PEIR and feedback
form

To ensure the exhibition material is accessible to those who may not
be able to get to an in-person event or a deposit location. This will
ensure that the consultation is fully accessible to everyone who wants
to participate.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs)

To provide answers to frequently asked questions without the need to
contact the project team or attend an in-person event.

Online Feedback Form

To enable members of the public to submit their feedback online and
reduce the carbon footprint of consultation activity.

Webinar sign-up form

To enable members of the public to sign-up to webinars.

Contact details

To provide details of how to contact the project team for any further
questions.

6.5

Consultation Events

Three public consultation events will be held for communities to find out information about

the Project and speak to members of the project team. The consultation events will be held

at suitable, publicly accessible venues that are within or near to the PCZ if a suitable location

Copies of all relevant consultation materials will be made available in print format at each

consultation event. There will be a series of banners to present the proposals for the

Those attending will be encouraged to provide their feedback on the proposals.

6.5.1
in the PCZ is not available.
6.5.2
Proposed Development, including maps.
6.5.3
6.5.4

Table 6 outlines the dates, times and locations of each of the consultation events.
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Table 6: Details of the consultation events

Date Time Location
Tuesday 21 May 1pm-7pm Cottingham Civic Hall
2024 Market Green, Cottingham, HU16 5QG
Wednesday 22 May 1pm-7pm Leven Village Hall
2024 North Street, Leven, Beverely, HU17 5NF
Saturday 1 June 2024 1lam-3pm Tickton Village Hall

Main Street, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17 9RZ
Monday 3 June 2024 1pm-6.30pm Wawne Village Hall

36 Main Street, Wawne, Hull, HU7 5XH
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6.6 Promoting the consultation

6.6.1 We will use a variety of methods to make people aware of the Proposed Development and
advertise the statutory consultation. These methods are outlined in Table 7 below.

Table 7: Methods for promoting the statutory consultation for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Method

Detail

Consultation Newsletter

Consultation newsletters will be posted to all homes and
businesses in the PCZ ahead of the statutory consultation
period. The newsletter will also be issued to statutory
consultees in the mail, and to wider consultees via email,
including local interest groups.

Press releases

To raise awareness of the Proposed Development and the
consultation programme, both within and beyond the PCZ, we
will share a press release with local media outlets at the start of
consultation.

This will be sent to the following local and regional media
outlets.

Stakeholder briefings

We will issue communications to key political stakeholders,
representing wards, constituencies and parishes within the
consultation zone. This will provide information about the
proposals and consultation programme and invite them to take
part in the consultation via in-person or online meetings.

We will consider invitations to, or requests for, meetings with
other local groups or special interest organisations on a case-by-
case basis.

Emails and Letters

We will send both emails and letters about the consultation
programme to:

host constituency and neighbouring constituency area
MPs;

key elected representatives at the East Riding of
Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council

host and neighbouring parish councils;
host and neighbouring local authorities;

local interest groups, such as environmental groups.

Host parish councils will receive hard copies of the consultation
brochure as part of the mailing to statutory consultees.

Statutory notices

Statutory notices to publicise the SoCC and consultation, in
accordance with section 48 and section 47 of the Act, will be
published as a joint notice once in a national newspaper (The
Guardian) and the London Gazette and twice (across two
successive weeks) in local circulating papers The Hull Daily Mail
and Yorkshire Post.
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Information Posters Posters including details of the consultation, how to access

information about the Proposed Development and how to get
involved, will be displayed at well-used public locations within
and outside of the PCZ, including libraries, shops and civic
buildings. These will be hosted in agreement with relevant
organisations and venues.

Information posters will be sent to all host and neighbouring
parish councils, to be used on local noticeboards, and to help
raise awareness of the consultation.

Social Media Advertising We will raise awareness of the consultation via the project

Facebook page. The page is used to provide updates about the
proposals and consultation programme.

Paid for social media advertising will be used to publicise the
consultation programme and proposals, helping to engage
younger people and those outside of the PCZ.

6.6.2

6.7

6.7.1

6.7.2

6.8

6.8.1

6.8.2

Any activity(ies) that cannot be undertaken due to circumstances beyond our control, where
possible, will be substituted with similar activity(ies) and communicated in local newspapers
(via press release) circulating in the vicinity of the Proposed Development. Any activity
changes will also be published on the project website.

Wider Engagement

Ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders will be undertaken ahead of the launch of
the consultation, including local authorities, MPs, and statutory parties such as the
Environment Agency, Natural England, and Historic England and with local interest groups,
residents and landowners who get in touch.

All relevant parish councils, elected members for councils and MPs will be contacted and
will be kept informed about the Proposed Development. They will also be encouraged to
share information about the consultation with members of their constituency/local
community.

Engagement with Seldom Heard groups

We are committed to ensuring that our consultation is accessible and inclusive for all
stakeholders, including ‘under-represented’ or ‘seldom heard’ groups and individuals who
may be less likely to participate in or respond to traditional consultation methods.

These groups and individuals that may find it harder to be involved in the consultation,
and/or need additional support to access materials, include:
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e Geographically isolated communities

* Young People

e Old People

e Disabled people and those with learning disabilities

e People who do not have English as a first language

Table 8: Consultation with seldom heard groups for Peartree Hill Solar Farm
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Seldom Heard Groups

Consultation Approach

Older people

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of
the consultation documents.

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats
and offering alternative formats such as large print (upon request).

Offering feedback to be provided via a freepost address so feedback can
be easily provided by post.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Disabled people and
those with learning
disabilities

Providing important information in both digital and non-digital formats
and providing alternate formats such as large print (upon request).

Providing options to engage with the project team and consultation
through conventional communications channels, including by freepost
and the information phoneline.

Consultation events at three locations within the PCZ, with members of
the team available to assist with completing feedback responses.

Two online webinars, so anyone who may not be able to attend an in-
person event can have the opportunity to ask questions of the project
team.

Ensure all event spaces have disabled access and facilities, and the layout
of the consultation room provide space for those with wheelchairs to
move around.

Geographically isolated
communities

Directly mailing the consultation newsletter to all stakeholders within the
PCZ and providing details of how to access and request paper copies of
the consultation documents.

Offering feedback to be provided via an online form and via the freepost
address so feedback can be easily provided from all locations.

Webinars for people to join and find out about the Proposed
Development.

Advertising the availability of the project phoneline for stakeholders with
further questions to speak with the project team, regardless of location.

Young People

Online engagement methods, including social media advertising, to
encourage young people to complete online feedback forms and engage
with the consultation.
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Information Channels

The following channels will be available throughout the consultation for members of the
community and other stakeholders to get in touch with the project team, ask questions,
request further information or request copies of the consultation materials and documents.
These channels are provided in Table 9 below.

Table 9: Information channels for Peartree Hill Solar Farm

Method Contact Details Hours of operation

Website www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk 24/7

Telephone 01482 695 004 9am-5:30pm weekdays (with a voicemail facility to take
messages outside these hours)

Email info@peartreehilsolar.co.uk 24 hour (emails will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm
weekdays and responded to within 10 working days)

Post Freepost PEARTREE HILL 24 hour (mailbox will be monitored between 9am-5:30pm

SOLAR FARM on weekdays)
6.9.2 Requests for consultation information to meet specific requirements will be considered on a

case-by-case basis so we can establish how best to provide the information required. This
will include materials such as large print or audio for those with visual impairments, or an
alternative language to for those for whom English is not their first language, to enable
them to take part in the consultation.
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Responding to the consultation

7.1 How to respond to the consultation

7.1.1

7.1.2

8.1.1

8.1.2

8.1.3

8.14

Feedback to the consultation must be submitted by 11:59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024.
Responses received after this date may not be considered.

Consultation responses can be made in the following ways:

e Completing the feedback form online which can be accessed via the project website
from Wednesday 15 May: (www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk)

e Attending a consultation event and completing a printed feedback form which can be
handed into the team in-person or taken away and sent to us via a freepost (using
Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM). Feedback forms can also be collected from our
community deposit locations or requested from the community relations team as
detailed in Table 9.

e Emailing into info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk

e  Writing to us at Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (no stamp is required)

How we will use consultation
feedback

When our statutory consultation closes, we will have regard to all comments received. All
feedback, including ongoing engagement with communities and stakeholders, is important
to us and will help to influence our design for the Proposed Development.

Once we have reviewed and finalised our Application, we will produce a Consultation
Report, which will set out how the feedback from the pre-application consultation has
shaped and influenced our proposed application.

The Consultation Report will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and
Net Zero as part of the DCO application.

Any comments received could be made public but no personal information will be
published. Any personal data received as part of the consultation will be stored and
protected in accordance with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation.
The privacy notice for those visiting the project website is available at:
www.peartreehillsolar.co.uk.
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9. Further consultation

9.1.1 If, following the statutory consultation we consider it is necessary to undertake further
targeted or supplementary consultation, this would be undertaken, so far as relevant and
proportionate, in accordance with the principles and methods set out in this SoCC.

10. Contact details

10.1.1 Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you would like to find out more information about
Peartree Hill Solar Farm and our consultation programme. You can get in touch with
members of our communications team using any of the communications lines listed below.

10.1.2 Should you require any documents in large print or audio then please contact us using the
details provided. Every effort has been made to ensure that information is accurate at the
time of going to print.

10.1.3 Our communications channels are:

e Email: info@peartreehillsolar.co.uk
e Call: 01482 695 004
e  Write to: Freepost PEARTREEHILL SOLAR FARM (you do not need a stamp)
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Appendices

Appendix 1 — Site Boundary Plan

Legend

= Indicative Planning Red Line
Potential Area for Solar Development

= Creyke Beck Substation

= Indicative Cable Route

Site Plan with Cables

Project eartroo
Drawing P-J002-CPT-
Drawn

Date: 0212024
Scale: 17,500 @ A0
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Appendix C-8 Section 47 and Section 48
Notice

Appendix C-8.1 Section 47 and Section 48 Notice
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D . AB AR & ORA D
» ANMD 48 O E PLAN A 008
R ATIO RA 5 RE PLA APPLICATIO PR RIBED FOR AND PRO DUR
R ATIOMNS 2009
PEARTR OLAR FAR
O OF PUB ATION OF A A » 0 D ATION AND NO PUE
A PROPOSED APP ATIO ORAD OF O ORDER

Motice is hereby given thot RWE REMEWABLES UK SOLAR & STORAGE LIMITED
{"RWE™) of Windmill Hill Business Parl, Whitshill Way, Swinden, Wiltshire, England,
SM5 GPE intends to make an application (“the Application”) to the Secretary of
Stote for the Department of Enengy Security and Met Zero for a Development
Caonsent Order [ DCO7) under Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (the Act) to
authorise the construction, operation and decommissiconing of the Peartree H
Solar Farm, a solar photovolto (PV) armay generating focility ond energy storage
facility with o total capacity exceeding 30 megawatts (MW) and associated
nfrastructure | “the Propesed Development”).

In oocordance with section 47 of the Act, this notice publicises where and when the
Staterment of Community Consultotion [500C) can be inspected. The SoCC etz
out how the Applicant will undartake its consuftotion

Additicnally, the Applicont has o duty to publicise the proposed Application

under secticn 48 of the Act in line with Regulation 4 of the 2002 Regulations.

In accordance with those provisions, this notice alse summarises the main
proposals and explains where the consultotion documents con be viewed.
Summary of proposed works

The Proposed Development comprises six land areas on farmiand to the east
of Beverley in the administrative boundary of East Riding of Yorkshire Council.
The Proposad Development’s main components are:
- Solar ponel modules and gssodated mounting structures
- Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
- Oin-site supporting equipment including inverters, transformers, and switchgears
= Two on-site substations to connect the solar panels to the electricity network
= Underground cobling connecting sclar panel areas to the on-site substation,
to other Land Areas and to Creyke Beck Substation in Cottinghaom to the south
afthe site
= Supporting infrastructure including occess tracks, security measures, gates
and fencing. lighting, droinage infrastructure ond storage containers
Highways work to enable construction for example, odditional passing places
- Emvircnmental mitigation and enhancement measures to avoid or reduce
adverse impoacts on the surrounding ervironment and nearby communities
In oddition, any necessary rights and powers will be sought to ensure defrvery
of the Proposed Development, including compulsory acquizition if nesded.
The Proposed Development constitutes an envirenmental impact assessment
{"E1&7) development os defined by the Infrastructure Plonming (Emvironmeantal
Impoct Assessment] Regulotions 2017, This means a Preliminary Envircnmento
Information Beport ("PEIRT) has been produced (ko describe the emvironmental
effects of the scheme) and is being consultad on alongside the other consultotion
documents. [t alse means that an Environmental Stotement will be preduced and
submitted with the Application in dus course.
Consultation on the Propased Development will toke ploce from Wednesday
15 May 2024 until 11.59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024
How to view the SolC
Under section 47 of the Planning Act 2008, BWE has a duty to consult the local
community on its proposals. The 5oCC explains how RWE will undertaks the
consuftation, whene the consultation documents can be viewed, where public
events will be held and explains how people con comment on the propasals and
provide responses to the consultotion. Consuttation must then be carried cutin
accordance with the SoCC
This notice contains a sumimary of the consultotion details. However, full details
af the consultotion can be found in the SoCC. This can be viewed free of charge
aleng with RWE's consultation maternials (including the PEIR. planz ond maps
showing the noture and kacaotion of the Proposed Development) online ot
www peartreehillsolar.co.ulk under the Documents tab or at the following deposit
lacations from the start of the consultation pericd on Wednesday 15 May 2024
until Wednesday 26 June 2024

.I. aven Recreation Hall, East Street,  |Wednesday 10.30am-12.30pm,
Library  |Lewen, Beverey HU17 SMNG |3 30pm-7pm

Monday 9.30am-5pm
Tuesday 9.30om-8pm

Beverley (Champney Rood, Beveriey, I.'ifffr; ;:;T:g BQDE&;C':TEI-;\;JM

Hrary - [HULT SHE Friday 9.30am-3pm

Saturday Sam-4pm
Sundoy Closed

*subjact bo change on bank helidays
Consulbation documents will also ovailable to view at Tickton Village Hall (Main
Strest, Tickton, HU1T 9RZ) when the villoge hall is open

Hard copies of materials will b= available to view during the opening hours listed
abowe, except in croumstonces outside of RWE's control which prevent the
locations spedfied from opsning.

Hard coptes of the S0CC, consulbation brochure ond PEIR non-technical summary
will b= available to obtoin at no extra chorge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be
requested fior a charge £0.35 per page to cover printing and posting costs. Thess
«can be requested by contocting the project team via the details in this notice
Upcoming consuftation events

You can also view RWE s consultation materials at the consultation events where
you can speak with the project team ond shore your views. Consultotion events wi
be held ot the following venues during the consultotion period:

Date Locotion
Tuesday 21 May lom-T, \Cottingham Chvic Hall, Market Green,
2024 PM-TPM | Cottinghom, HU16 S0G

(Wednesday 23 May (o 7om  [Leven Village Hall, Morth St Leven, HU1T SHE

2024
Tuecday 28 May 630 ‘Online webinor -

pm-Bpm . §
2024 B=gizts solgroo
’5?":2.12:#:',' 1 June 1lam-3om Eak_‘tgrg\;;;:g-:- Hall, Main Street, Tickton,
g?;i-:yﬁ Jung 1pm-6.300m ':-'Sg""%ex\.'iill::-;e Hall, 3& Main St Wowne,
‘Wednesdoy 12 ‘Online webinor -
Jurs 2024 & 50pm-Epm Reqgizter ot peartreshillzolarco.uk

How to respond to the consultotion
A feedbock form is available as part of the consultation materials at deposit
locations, consultation events and online at wene pearireehillsclarcouwk & printed
copy of the consultotion feedback form can be requested by contocting the
project team on the details below.
Responses to the consultotion can be submitted in the following ways:
= Online via our website fwwwpeartreshillzolor.co.uk)
- Scanning a paper copy of the feedback form or submitting a free text letter

or emaol
- by post ot FREEPOST Peartres Hill Solor Farm
- by email (info@peortreehillsclarco.uk)
RWE must receive all responses by 11_59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024 to
ensure their considerotion. Please note that responses are likely to be made public,
but that contoct/perzonal details will be redocted
‘When develaping the propasals for the Proposed Applicaticn, RWE will take

it aoccount all consutbation responses recenved before the specified deadline
Responses will be collated into a consuttation report which will form part of the
Application.
By submitting a consultation response to the Applicont, o respondent ogrees
that we may supply a copy of their response to the Secretary of State viathe
Planning Inspectorote if required to do so. Howsver, BWE will request that
personal details are not ploced on the public record. Perscral informiation will
be processed and handled securely in accordance with the [Dato Protection
Act 2018). The nformation may be disclosed to or shared with the Applicant’s
connected companies, agents, contractors and advisors who provide services to
the Applicant in connection with the preparation of on application for development
consent under the 2008 Act This will allow the Applicant to fully consider
the responses and use them in the preparation of application materials. The
riformation will be used solely in connection with the consultation process and the
development of this project and, except as noted abowve, will not be disdlosed toany
third parties. Pleass see cur dato privacy notice on the website:
www_peartreshillsolar.couk/privacy
If you have any questions obout the Propossed Development or the consultation,
please getin touch:

sthod ontact Detail: o of operatio

'Website weiw pegrireschillsolarcouk |24/7

Sam- 530 pm weskdays (with a
woicemail focility to take messages
outside these howrs)

Telephone (01432635 004

24 hour [emails will b2 monitored
[Ermail info@peartreshilsolorcouk |between Sam-5.30pm weskdays and
responded to within 10 wiorking days)

FREEPCET Peartree Hill 24 howr [mailbo will b2 mcnitored
Solar Form betweaen S9am-3.30pm on weekdays)
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RWE RENEWABLES UK SOLAR & STORAGE LIMITED
HE PLANNING ACT 2008
PPECCPI—ED FORMS AND PROC

PEARTREE HILL
OF PUBLICATION OF A STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY CONSULTATION AND NOTICE PUBL
A PROPOSED APPLICATION FOR A DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER

aby given thot R NEWABLES UK SOLAR & STORAGE LIMITED
Windmil Hil Business Porlc Whitehil Vo, indon, Witshire, Englond.,
ton{“the Applicatia tha S tary of
v:.uv Ry ond Net Z 0 Developme:
7 af the Pl:mnu Act 2008 ("the Act™Ito
>f tha Peartrae Hil
cilly ond energy storege
W] and associated

‘a ut, with o total p::-::l\'c' co:h"q 50 r'm, i
nfrastructurs (“the Propased Davalopmant”)

hie Act, this notice publicises where and when the
Jcanbeinspectad Tha Sof
Ao

n accordonce with section 47
Stotemant of Community C
Oow the Appico il
Addricnally, tha Applicont has o duty to publicse the propasad Applcation
under saction 48 of the Actin ine with Raguioton 4 of the 2003 Regulations.
I accordonce with those provsions, thes notice also summarses the main
propasals and axplans whare the consultaticn documants can ba vigw
Summary of proposed works

The Proposed Devsopment comprises six lond oress on farmiond to the eost
of Beverley in the odministrotive boundory of Eost Riding of Yorkshire Council

The Proposead Deveopment’s mon components ore

ructire inCludng Gooass rocks, sacurity
g, dranoge nfrastructure ond storage

Sures, gotes
roners

f‘nj fc‘vcmu Fgh
+ Highmwoys work to englbie construction for exnmple, 0dditonol possing ploces
« Ervironmantad mitigation ond ennoncement Meas.res to ovokl o reducs

adversa impocts on the surrounding environment ond Nacrbly CoOMmunites
1 additan, any necassory rghts and powers wil ba
of the Proposed Development. nchiding compulsary

Gustion if needed

pment CoNstitiLes an ‘anvironmental impact assassment
("EINT) development os defined by the Infrastructure Plannng (Ernvironmento
Imgoct Assessment) Regulotions 2017 Ths meons a Prefminary Environmental
nfarmotion Raport [MPER") has been produced (to descrbe the arvironmantol
) ond is being co 0 olongside the other consuRotion
mantal Stoterment wil be produced ond

-xrmm:n mm tha Applcabon n due coursa

Conszukotion on the Proposed Development wik take ploce from Wednesday
15 May 2024 until 11.59pm on Wednesday 26 June 2024

How to view the SoCC

of the Plarnng / has o duty to consuk the loca
ow RWE ml undertake tha

ed, whera rurd»*

m the progosols ond

Under saction 47

onses b
wath th

showng the naturg and location oh"cl
www.peortreshillsolar.couk under t
ocations from the stort of the cons

until Wednesday 26 June 2024

|Lavan, Bovw‘loy'HUIT 5NG_|

Beverley Road, Beverley, Wednesdoy 9.30am-Spm

Chompney
Librory  |HUL7 BHE Tthsd;yQ.!Ou;;'?m
[Saturday Som-4pm
[Sunday Closed

*Subject to change on bank holdays
Consultation documents will also ovoiloble to view ot Tickton Viloge Hall {Main
Street, Tickton, HU1T 9R2) whan the viloge hall is open,

eriols wil be availoble to view during the cpening hours isted

Hard copies of n
3 \ nces cutside of RWE's control which prevant tha

Haord copies of th
wil be ovailable

1 eochure ond PEIR non-technios! surmmaory
arge. A hard copy of the PEIR can be

oner peinting and posting ©
LEOM Wia the Sat0is in Lhis notce.

Upcoming consultation events
You can diso view RWE's consultation motenalks at the corsult

YOUu con spack with the propact team and share your viaws,

N events where
suUitotion evants will

be hald ot the following verues during the consultotion per

Dat Tim: |Location

Tuesday 21 May 1pm-7pm Cumnqu:mCmc Hall, Market Green,
2024 . HUL16 SOG
m“‘""’”"‘w 1pm-7pm  |Leven Viloge Hall, North St, Lavan, HU17 SNF
Tuesday 28 May Online webinar -

2024 530Pm-BPM |nggstar ot peortreshitsolor couk
Saturday 1 June Tickton Viloge Hall, Main Street, Tickton,
2024 1lom-3pM a7 9RZ

Monday 3 June Wowne Villoge Hall, 36 Maoin St, Wawne,
2024 1pm-8.50PM | 37 50

Wednesday 12 3 Online webinar -

June 2024 6.50pm-8pm Regster at peartreehitsolor.couk

How to respond to the consultation

A feedback form is ovailable os part of the consukotion matenals ot depast
cations, consukobon avants and onling ot www, paartreahifsolorng
cogy of the corsutotion feedback form con be requested by conto
project teom on the detols below.

Responses to the consultoton con be submitted n the following ways:

« Onlne wo our webisita (www, pecrtreen il solor couk)
+» Scarning o papar copy of tha feedback form or submitting o free taxt lettar
oremaol

* by post at FREEF T Paartrea Hil Solar Farm

» by email info@peartreehilsolor.co.uk)

RWE mwst receive oll responses by 11,59pm on Wednesdoy 26 June 2024 1o
ersure their carsideration. Meass note thot responses are lively to be made publc,
but that contact/persona detals wil ba redoctad

When developing the propasals for the Proposed Appicotion, RWE will toke

nta accourt all consukaton responsas received before the specified deading.
Responses wil be ool 1SUROLON repart which wil form port of the
Applcotion.

SINOLON response

upply a copy of their res

l‘nrnrr‘ Inspectorote if raguired to de

10l Getaiis are not ploced n,!_F’my;u(:lu(u’rlul_

t-: pracessed ond handled securely in o with the (Dota Protection

on may ba disclosed to or shored with the Applcant’s
LrOCtors 0nd OGASCeS who provide se o

onwith the preporation of an opplicotion for development

nsent undar tha 2008 Act, This will olow the Appicont to fuly consider

1585 0nd usa theen in the preparoton of opphicotion Materios, The

lety n connecticn with the consultation process ond the

denelopment n‘t'n.rnw- t and, 6xcept o5 noted abows, will Not be alsciosad ta any

third portes, Plegse see our 3ol Pracy Notoe on the webste:

www.peartrechilisolor.couk/privacy

i you have ary quae

please getin touch:

15 Gbout the Propoded Development or the consuloton,

Method IContact Detoils Hours of
Website www.peortreshilsolorcouk |24/7
Gam-5.30pm weekdays fwith o |
Telephone |01482 695004 vucrmifuoitytomhmﬁmgu
thasa hours)
24 hour (@mails will ba monitored
Email infoBpeartreshilsolorcouk by Som-530pm weakdays ond
respanded to within 10 working doys)
Post SREEPOST Peartrea Hill 24 hour (mailbax will be monitored
Solor Form Fom-5.30pm on weekdioys)
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Yorkshire rookie is
zing his chance

‘The
authority has
said itis not
thefirst toopt
to ‘eliminate”
}Jﬁosfrop/u's

Tom street
signs.!

18

SARAHTODD,
P13
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crisis

till in

& 4

lish an annual assessment of the
capacity of and targets for the deliv-
ery of theoverall housing marketn-
dingsocal housing
Clare Miller, chlef executive of
Clarion Housing Group, said what
‘wasa “has

e soclal housing shortage. There
e . demands (0 invest
50 they are

using emergency” and
id she welcomed the
committee’s report as It
“reaffirm(s) the urgent
need for government
investment”.

“As we head towards.
ageneral clection. [d like
{osee commitments from
i parties to bring forward
nvestment we need to de-

liver on a plan for housing”
1t comes after warning thata lack
of social housing and an insecure

to_focus
ment on bullding
‘soclal homes the

Businesses
letdown by
red tape

and banks,
MPs told

SMALL businesses are being put
off from innovating and grow-
Ing by damaging

ations and inadeguate support
from banks.

‘The warning comes from Par-
liaments Treasury Committee
which con the unfair de-
banking of legitimate businesses
and substandard processes for
resolving disputes between small
to medium-sized enterprises and

‘During ts inquiry, MPs on the
that

ustry.
The committee is calling on
al Conduct Authority

(FCA)
transparentabo
10 debank businesses are taken.

They also believe the regulator
should compel firms to send them
the number of business accounts
they have closed each quarter
split by reason.

1t has also recommended that
the Financial Conduct Authority
gives the Financial Ombudsman.
Service the powers to address
personal guarantees for smaller
firms as there is a gap in its remit
which means small businesses
are not receiving the same sup-
portas consumers.

Chairman_of the Treasury
Committee, Dame Harriett Bald-
win, said: “Theres no hiding from
the fact smaller firms have had
a torrid time over the last few

years.

“Unfortunately, what we have
found over the course of the In-
quiry is that there are some in-
stances where banks and regu-
lators are making a tough world
for small businesses needlessly

tougher”
Comment: Page 12

El;a the Hu; 7
used to direct
\ emergency help

ANEW tool will allow emergen-
cy workers (o pinpoint the loca-
tion of incidents across the UK
using nicknames and colloquial
names, Ordnance Survey (05)
has announced.

“The Vernacular Names Tool
already contains the nicknames
of more than 9,000 locations
and the O has asked more blue
light workers o input nicknames
from where they live.

Locationsonthe

ple foto homelessness.
Comment: Page 12
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Firms hitwith fines

ACCOUNTING firms PwC and
Frnst & Young have been hit o
with fines by the sector’s watch-
dog over Il?zllr audits of failed

‘ Iminibonds firm London Capital
and Finance (LCF). i
LCF collapsed [n early 2019

after it was unable 1o meet the
ments it had promised ©0
ndholders on high-risk, un-

| regulated lnvestments.
Full story: Page 19:

o0 OP

in-
\ clude Jabba the Hut, a distinctive
beach hutin Mablethorpe. Lin-
| - colnshire,and the Drinlang Dino-
saur,a rock formation at Flam-
| borough Head in East Yorkshire.
Ttis a replacement for Fintan,
‘mapping tool created more than
| 10years ago for HM Coastguard
‘The original ool allowed users
| to upload the local name or nick
name for a coasta feature to the
database, alongside the accurate
location or Its geographic name
Chief coastguard Peter Mizer
sad the ool s an “incredibly
useful resource”, and added: It
has allowed local knowledge to
be shared across our operational
network and there ar

tasking of critical rescue

00, 00,
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New portrait of King unveiled

the unvellingof his painting of King Charles. Lt s the monareh's first oficial
e form of the v Page Ll

Inspirational
teen to take on

e oy, me s | NIEW challenge

ness has been suffering from unsus-

(ainable financial problems and the INSPIRATIONAL youngster

directors decided that ftwould be in | Toblas Weller is preparing for

the best interests for allcreditors| IE{ anew challenge, saying he is

for the school that helped him so

much.

Sint liquidator Jona-  placedinoliquidation...Steps will be

o Head of - rsalein-

‘for Azets In Yorkshire, ~ cluding the brand. intellectual prop-

O Aive Dales Foodand  erty,digital platform, data and essen-
T tal

“The 13-year-old, who has cer-
cbral palsy and autism, was the
youngest person 1o receive
British Empire Medal (nm:‘),.c
when he was awarded the hon-
our {n 2022 after comy
ries of fundralsing mﬂm‘
k Now the Sheffield teenager,

known as Captain Tobi; p
paring o take part in mn:l‘)smrm;
Valley 10K on Sunday to hely

ralse even Behisfory
mer school, ’

Tobias has already o
iy

tentsand staging”
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Growth for Renew

THE engineering services group
Renew has said it continues (o
see a healthy pipeline of merger
and acquisition opportunities af-
ter it delivered a record first half

formance.
Paul Scott, CEO of Renew, sald
that the Leeds-based group had
enjoyed a perfod of strong or

i

ganic e ‘3" l;l‘; six months |

ended March 31, 2024 He 4

Full story: Page 19, | wheia b“,_“"‘m“ s illdermain
®e e
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Appendix C-9 Website screenshot showing
SoCC can be downloaded

RWE reotreet Home  Proposcls  Benefits  Documents  PlanningProcess  FAQs  Haveyoursay

Statutory consultation documents

Peartree Hill Solor Farm Statement of Community Consultotion &, Downicad @ View
Peartree Hil Solor Farm Statutory Cansultation Brochure * @ View
Peartree Hill Solor Form Stotutory Consultation Feedbock Form @ View
Peartree Hil Soler Form Statutory Consultation Newsletter @ View
Peartree Hill Solor Farm Statutory Consultotion Poster &, Dowrload @ View
Peartree Hill Solor Farm Statutory Cansultation Exhibition Bonners L, Download @ View
Peartree Hil Solar Farm Stotutory Consultotion Webinar 28 Moy & Download
Peartree Hill Solor Form Statutory Consultation Webinar 12 June b, Download
Section 47 and Section 48 Notice &, Dowrload @ View
* Some printed copies of the brochure contained an error on page 11, This online version contains the comect plan for Land Area B on poge 11.
Area plans
liustrotive Mosterplan &, Download @ View

1 aindt Aran A1 And Saith Af Hink and | muw Anewick Mnn Lo Posirlond @ Ao
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